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Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

INTRODUCTION.
CHRISTIAN READER, GOD, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past to the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken to us by his Son. The whole mythology of the gentile world is built upon the tradition, that God has spoken to men. The wide diffusion of science, and the discoveries made by universal travel, have established the common sentiment, that the Egyptians, the Brahmins, the Chinese, all expected a Messiah, and expected him from heaven. Hence he is denominated LIGHT by the Egyptians, and VISHNOO by the Hindoos.

God is a being supreme in power, infinite in wisdom, goodness and love; and how much soever he may hide things not essential for mortals to know, yet he cannot see a world of intelligent beings, grovelling in darkness, groaning in anguish, guilt and death, without extending the compassion essential to his nature. He who has taught all parents to give the best advice in their power to their children, could not assuredly send Adam, his first-born son, into a world of woes, of pains and deaths, without a covenant, without his promised presence, without the hopes and earnests of a future world.

And if so, to whom should he give that revelation, but to the great fathers of the human race, who could not but have paternal regards for the happiness of posterity. At what time should he give it, but in the early ages, that it might be conveyed by the wandering families to every part of the earth, and be everywhere attested, by traditions, by altars, and by monuments of piety and devotion.

All those altars are demonstrations of a divine revelation. They exhibit a satisfaction for sin, to propitiate an offended Deity; for man, burdened with guilt, could never think of burning a lamb, or of slaying a son for his sin, if some notions had not been given him by revelation, that propitiatory sacrifices must be offered, and his soul purified by the washing of water, and the sprinkling of atoning blood. Nay more: however dark and degenerate the wicked might be, devout men have understood from the beginning, that “the ritual law was a shadow of good things to come.” Creation is the grand mirror which reflects the perfections of the invisible God. His wisdom shines in all his works; his overflowing goodness and love are seen in providing food for every creature, and in clothing adapted to every clime. Yet, strange to tell, while he is blessing all, men are cursing one another; while, as a divine parent he is preserving all, the nations are destroying one another, by revengeful wars and with ingenious malice far beyond that of the wild beasts. The great theatre of universal history exhibits a world in full revolt against the laws of heaven, and in every possible form of crime.

Is it then contrary to the laws of nature, which attach appropriate pains to intemperance; to the operations of providence, which reveal the anger of God against sin; to the laws of criminal justice, which have ever claimed divine authority, that God should require a satisfaction for the sin of the world, a satisfaction which becomes the grandeur of his perfections, and which manifests his infinite abhorrence of moral evil.

And what scheme of satisfaction was ever presented to the world like that arising out of the Mediatorial glory of Christ? The Redeemer clothed with our flesh, and suffering for man! The divinity dwelling in him to give dignity to his person, and merit to his passion! If our ruin was by one, our recovery is by another. If our fall was without our fault, our redemption is without our help. He bore the curse—he died the death—he burst the tomb—he ascended in triumph to heaven—he inspired the apostles to preach to the gentiles—he formed churches to nourish the converts—he has opened a fountain for the ablution of crimes—he regenerates the heart—he prepares a heaven for the weary pilgrims. Could the poor fishermen of Galilee reason out so fine a scheme, and justify the ways of God to man?

St. Paul remarks, and remarks with emphasis, that when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman. There was no other age but that of the Roman power, in which the Saviour could have come with equal advantage. The nations were lost in ignorance, abandoned to superstition and crime; their governments were tyranny, their habits revenge and war.

Was it then by chance, that heaven prepared the way of the Messiah by the Roman conquests, which levelled the mountains and exalted the vallies? Was it by chance, that those conquerors were the most tolerant of all nations to temples of every description? Was it by chance, that the Hebrew prophets spake of the Messiah’s sufferings, and represented him in more than forty tragic characters; and against the prejudices of the priests, who contended that their expected King must reign in Jerusalem? Was it by chance, that they spake of the conversion of the gentiles, and all the glory of the latter day? Was it by chance, that the Romans burned Jerusalem, and dispersed the surviving Jews? Was it by chance, that God sent the christian law out of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem; that the gospel was like the sun, enlightening the world at once, and that no imperial persecutions could suppress it? Was it by chance, that providence thus gave the comment on prophecy, commanding all men everywhere to repent and embrace the Saviour? If any man want clearer evidence, let him subdue his passions, and devoutly ask it in prayer; for “he that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself.”

The holy Scriptures being the fountain of life, flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb, and the divine wisdom contained in them a treasure above the wealth of worlds, their preservation has been a subject of divine care, which providence has ever associated with the preservation of the church.

Moses engrossed the Pentateuch, containing the five first books, with his own hand. To this was added by some holy man a postscript, stating the circumstances of his death. Copies of the pentateuch were made for the kings of Israel, for reading in the temple, and in all the synagogues. And when the book of the law had been concealed in the temple, to preserve it from the sacrilegious hands of idolatrous princes, and was found again in the reign of king Josiah, it afforded unspeakable joy to all good men.

The like care of providence in the preservation of the sacred volume has appeared in all the dispersions of the Jews; for though the law and all the sacred books in the temple were burned by the Chaldeans, yet Tobit had a copy in Nineveh, and in his peregrinations among the Medes; for he reminds the Jews of the words of Amos, who says, “Your feasts shall be turned into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; for I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord—and they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it.” Amos 8:10-12.

The Samaritan Pentateuch holds a rank of coëqual authority with the copy preserved by the Jews. The variations are few; and in some places the LXX have followed the Samaritan in preference to the Hebrew. The characters of the Samaritan Pentateuch are very splendid, and are said to be those used by the hand of God in writing the awful sentence against the Babylonian empire over against king Belshazzar, as in the fifth chapter of Daniel, which accounts for the inability of the wise men to read the inscription.

The Psalms, chiefly composed by David, but some of them the production of holy men from the time of Moses till the return of the Jews from captivity, contain the finest copies of the human heart, and the happiest language of faith and piety. Many of them are martial odes, praying for victory, while others excite the church to forget her troubles, in the sublimest effusions of sacred song.

The holy Prophets composed their own books, in a style of loose, easy, flowing poësy; but many parts are purely prosaic. Assuredly, when we consider the holiness of their lives, the grandeur and dignity of their ministry, their unwearied labours to save their country, and their divine wisdom and learning, they were the most illustrious order of men that ever adorned human nature. They were stoned and martyred by the idolaters; but when providence had accomplished their predictions, posterity built them monuments of marble.

It could not however be expected, that treasures so great as those in the Hebrew scriptures, respecting the creation of the world, the order of patriarchal society, the deluge of Noah, and the glorious beams of divine revelation, should remain concealed in the Hebrew tongue. They were designed to illuminate the darkness of a benighted world, and to shew us the path of life.

The Greek version of the LXX has at all times ranked in authority next to the Hebrew text, being a version authorised by the great Sanhedrim in Jerusalem. Of this version, Eusebius in his Preparation of the Gospel, a work now before me, (ed. à Paris, 1528) gives the following abridged account in a letter from Areteas to his brother Philocrates. He there reports, that Demetrius Phalereus, librarian to Ptolemy Philadelphus, being charged to enrich the king’s library at Alexandria with every book in the world, had apprised the king that the Hebrew laws merited a place in his collection; to which Ptolemy replied, that he should hold him alone responsible to see it executed. Demetrius said he must first translate them, those laws being written in a character and in a language unknown to the Egyptians. On hearing this, the king wrote to the high priest, accompanied with a suite of valuable presents, and presents connected with the liberation of all the Hebrew slaves then in Egypt, for whose emancipation the king paid ten drachms each.

The question, whether the LXX translated only the law, as stated in the letter of Areteas, or whether they translated the whole of the Old Testament, remains in doubt. The general opinion is, that they did not translate the whole. Be that as it might, 170 years before the birth of Christ, the whole Greek version was read in the synagogues of the Hellenistic Jews, and under the name of the Seventy.

The sacred books which rank among the Jews next to the holy scriptures are the Targums, or Chaldaic paraphrases. When the people returned from Babylon, having been widely dispersed in the provinces of that empire, they had very much forgotten their own language; and even before their captivity, the language of the law of Moses was become less colloquial. When the law therefore was read, an interpreter stood by the reader, and gave the sense in the vulgar tongue.

The most approved of these oral interpretations or paraphrases were gradually noted down, and collections of them were made from time to time. Much diversity of opinion prevails as to the dates which ought to be assigned to the several Targums. Of the ten paraphrases now extant on different parts of the Old Testament, eight of them at the least have been compiled since the christian era. The date of the Compilation, however, does not necessarily affect the antiquity of the Readings or Exposition; all the Targums containing many glosses and interpretations of high antiquity, and which had long been in use in the Synagogues.

The Targum of ONKELOS, on the pentateuch, is the most ancient, classical and pure. It renders the Hebrew text word for word; and in style closely resembles that of Daniel and Ezra, in the Aramæan dialect. On these accounts Onkelos is supposed by some to have flourished near the time of the Babylonish Captivity; by others he is asserted to have been a proselyte to the Jewish Religion, about 50 years before Christ.

The next we shall notice is the Targum of JONATHAN ben UZZIEL on the prophets; that is (according to the Jewish classification of the sacred writings) on Joshua, Judges , 1 and 2 Samuel , 1 and 2 Kings, called the former prophets, and on Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the 12 minor prophets, styled the later prophets. He is thought to have been a distinguished rabbi in the school of Hillel, and to have flourished a little before our Saviour’s time. But on these subjects, learned men load us with volumes of opinions and conjectures, which oftener embarrass than relieve research. His style, though not so pure as that of Onkelos, is free from the numerous foreign and barbarous words which disfigure the later Targums. He writes as a man of sense, and repudiates legendary tales.

The Targum on the Pentateuch, falsely ascribed to Jonathan ben Uzziel, and usually called the PSEUDO-JONATHAN, abounds with idle Jewish legends. Although many of the interpretations have doubtless some claim to antiquity, the style is very impure, and it bears evident marks of having been compiled not earlier than the 7th century.

The Targum of JERUSALEM derives its name from the vulgar tongue in which it was composed. It is a paraphrase on select portions of the pentateuch, in very corrupt Chaldee, containing numerous Greek, Latin, and Persian words. It is thought to be a compilation by several authors, in the 7th or 8th century, and follows the Pseudo-Jonathan in fabulous and legendary tales.

The other Jewish Targums are not entitled to notice here, for want of antiquity. But the Targums written before the christian era are to the unbelieving Jews, like the letters of Bellerophon, letters of their own condemnation; for all those paraphrases speak of the Messiah, and of his kingdom, in the true sense and spirit of the prophets.

Aquila, of Synopè in Pontus, of Hebrew descent, about the year of grace 128, after the labour of twelve years, translated the Hebrew scriptures into Greek. His version is very literal, and often relieves the readings of the LXX, from Hebrew manuscripts, to which he had access. It was allowed to be read in the synagogues; but much of it is now lost.

Symmachus, a Samaritan, ran the career of religious opinions, being successively a Jew, a Christian, an Ebionite. He made a Greek version of the old Testament, less servile than that of Aquila.

Theodotion, a native of Ephesus, and contemporary with Symmachus, made a Greek version with great exactness and purity. His work has been called a version of the LXX. Origen in his Hexapla, or Polyglot Bible, containing six perfect copies, made use of Theodotion to correct the Septuagint. Theodotion’s version was allowed to be read in the churches, the language being more modern than that of the LXX, and also of Symmachus. From a copy in my possession, I find the English version, as indeed most others, is verbatim from Theodotion. It is a matter of regret that so little of it now remains.

With a view to correct and guard against numerous errors, arising partly from the negligence of transcribers and partly from marginal readings and glosses being suffered to creep into the sacred text, the indefatigable Origen compiled his Hexapla, so called from the six principal versions therein collated. After completing this great work, however, and before its publication, he put forth his Tetrapla, or four copies in parallel columns, containing the Hebrew text, the version of Aquila, of Symmachus, and of Theodotion. Those works demonstrate the divine repute which the sacred volume has sustained in every age. The following is the order of his columns.

THE HEXAPLA.
Colossians 1. Hebrew text written in Hebrew characters. Colossians 7. The fifth version found at Jericho. Colossians 9. A few books of the seventh version. Colossians 6. The Version of Theodotion. Colossians 2. Hebrew text written in Greek characters. Colossians 3. The Version of Aquila. Colossians 4. The Version of Symmachus. Colossians 5. The Version of the Seventy. Colossians 8. Some books of the sixth version found at Nicople.

THE TETRAPLA
Colossians 4. The Version of Theodotion. Colossians 1. The Version of Aquila. Colossians 3. The Version of the Seventy. Colossians 2. The Version of Symmachus.

The Hexapla, so far as it has escaped the ravages of time, has been printed by Count Montfaucon. It is a work of inconceivable labour, and of incomparable merit. It became the standard work from which all christians took their copies, and made their translations.

But from the first age of christianity, the scriptures were translated into the Syriac, the Egyptian, the Persic, the Armenian, and the Latin languages. It was Papal Rome alone that denied the Bible in the vulgar tongue. The Copts of Egypt had the scriptures in their tongue, which is said to be a compound of the Greek and the old Egyptian languages.

Of the numerous Latin versions Jerome says, every one translated according to his pleasure, adding or subtracting as he pleased. When he entered on the great work of the Vulgate, or authorised latin version, his first care was to correct the errors of former copies, which had slipped in, either by ignorance or by negligence. In the Hebrew language he had been instructed by learned Jews, and he made the Hexapla of Origen the basis of his work. The variations of many readings in the versions, prompted him to give the latin church a well-collated version in purity of style.

His extensive learning, his unwearied application, his superior judgment, and the advantages he enjoyed, then a resident at Rome, of consulting learned jews and christians, gave his translation a character which ultimately commanded universal approbation. Yet in his preface he complains of the enemies which rose up against him. Some were jealous of his reputation, some accused him of corrupting the sacred text, others said he had preferred the acceptations of the jews in certain texts to those of the apostles. Under these circumstances, it was some time before prepossessions yielded to merit, and allowed the Vulgate to be generally read in the churches.

Since the invention of printing, the Bible has found its way into all christian languages; and now the British and Foreign Bible Society, the most illustrious of all christian societies, has almost completed its grand scheme of causing the sunbeams of divine revelation to shine in all the dialects of the heathen world. The Bible restores to those poor benighted isles and nations, and the wanderers on earth, the religion of their patriarchal fathers made perfect in Christ. it supersedes moral evil by a divine code of injunctions, to love their neighbour, to abstain from revenge, and to overcome evil with good. It uplifts the veil of futurity, and chases afar the gloom of death by demonstrations of life and immortality. It reveals a God in all his moral grandeur, a Mediator in all his glory, and shews the human kind their pristine excellence, their present misery, and the way to regain more than they have lost. In a word, the Bible presents us with a religion every way worthy of God to reveal, and of man to embrace. Reader, says Jerome, love the holy scriptures, and wisdom will love thee. After the infinite cares of Origen in the east, of Jerome at Rome, and Montanus in Spain, to give us correct and purified copies of the holy scriptures, all objections about the various readings of the sacred text can have but small weight. They are very much superseded by those great and standard editions to which the church can with confidence appeal. It is a fact, if all the various readings of either verbs or nouns were expunged from the sacred volume, the suppression would not affect a single doctrine of revelation.

The Author begs to close this address by stating, that the present work is the result of his study and labour for about forty years. Favoured with health, and a biblical library, he has spent his mornings in reading the original scriptures, with versions and comments. His favourite authors have been Jerome, Chrysostom, and Theophylact of Bulgaria. Of the reformers and catholics, he has studied Munster, Valla, Lyranus, Vatablus, Drusius, Castellio, Clarius, Calvin, Beza, Scaliger, Casaubon, Cameron, Cappelus, Grotius, Gagæus, Estius, Sa, Menochius, Tirinus, Heinsius, Gorannus, Lightfoot, Marlorat, &c. &c. &c.—From these, the first and best of authors, he professes to have culled honey, like the bee, leaving the particular flowers less distinguished; but all their names appear as authorities of criticism.

To English commentators his references are few, lest he should be a plagiarist from others, which real industry has no need to be. He conceives it to be the duty of a commentator, treading a beaten path, to give ancient truths the drapery of living language, like the renovated verdure of the year.

Regarding revelation as the healing remedy for the evils under which we groan, his first aim has been to aid the devout christian in the duties of the closet, and to assist his progress in divine attainments.

But as the labouring class of men are now supplied with bibles without either note or comment, the biblical reader is exposed to painful darkness with regard to ancient geography, manners and customs of the east, primitive names, and historic events. Not having a local knowledge of Judea, of its adjacent deserts and climate, he loses much of the fine apostrophes of the prophets, and the sublime and beautiful in their descriptions. A commentary to such a man is like the star of Bethlehem, which guides him to the Saviour, and enriches his mind with the collective wisdom of past ages. It is a treasure of covenant grace, which he gives in charge to his children.

Another devout aim of the author has been to assist the candidate for the sanctuary to the utmost of his power; for the conscious mind, called to save souls, and defend the truth, is worthy of all the aid that science can afford.

A copious index is added, which may serve as a biblical dictionary, and supply places where comments were not thought essential.

JOS. SUTCLIFFE. BRIGHTON, January 1st, 1834. 

TO THE READER.
I have now in my seventy fourth year, and amidst a multitude of other avocations and duties, completed this Commentary on the Holy Scriptures. If I may confide in the numerous testimonials which the work has received in the course of publication, from learned and judicious friends, it will prove neither a superfluous offering to the christian public, nor an unwelcome guest in pious families.

Standing now on the verge of a protracted life, when the opinions of men fade away as the declining shadow on the dial, the truths of this blessed book constitute my only hope and confidence. I do more than believe these truths. I have long tested and proved them a sufficient support, under all the vicissitudes of life, and often in the more searching light of an approaching eternity. The recondite studies of the critic and the commentator are nothing in comparison of that eternal life which the scriptures reveal; and which the Holy Spirit, ever answering to the word of God, opens as a fountain of living water in the soul of the believer.

In discussing these subjects I have often poured forth the fulness of my heart; and happy will the reader be, if in the perusal he shall find his heart to glow with corresponding sentiments. Then shall HE who put it into my heart thus to labour, supersede all my defects, and supply all my lack of service, by the illuminations of his own Spirit on the mind of the reader.

Having now been favoured with life and health to close this work, what more can I ask or desire on earth, but to follow the blessed who have died in the Lord. I now see the ministry, in which I have laboured for fifty years, crowded with younger men, the strength and rising hope of the church; and all that my heart can suggest, of blessing, thanksgiving and prayer, is poured out for them. But in the enfeebled efforts of age, and when gleanings become scanty in the hand, the heart holds a trembling balance between the church on earth and the church in heaven.

I often pause to recollect names which appear new to me here; but I never forget the names of WESLEY, VALTON, CROSSE, and a cloud of others; some of whom were fathers to me in my early ministry, and others the companions and friends of more mature and manly labours in the vineyard of the Lord. These are still my dearest friends. I recount their names with strong emotion. Our love was too holy, too heavenly and divine, to admit of separation. Neither life nor death can dissolve the union. They have crossed the flood before me, and I faintly hear their shouts of victory and songs of triumph. But if they triumph, I shall triumph also. Of one heart and one soul, our sorrows and our joys are the same; our hope, our confidence, and our conflicts the same. We laboured often in the same field, and fought under the same standard. It cannot be but that we shall be crowned together in the day of the Lord. Reader! this is the faith that shall qualify thee also to join that general assembly and church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven.

I cannot conclude without acknowledging the high obligation I feel to the Rev. J. W. Morris of Bungay, for kindly undertaking to edit the work, and for his judicious attentions in the revision of the manuscript. Without his valuable assistance in superintending the press, the Commentary could not have been presented to the public in the form which it now assumes.

ROCHESTER, January 14th 1836. 

CHRONOLOGY OF THE BIBLE, 

ACCORDING TO CALMET, HELVICUS, AND OTHERS.
(Synchronisms of the Antediluvian Patriarchs are given at the end of Genesis.)
FROM THE TIME OF ABRAHAM TO THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.
Before Christ

1992 Abram born, son of Terah, Genesis 11:27
1982 Sarai born, afterwards wife of Abram

1917 Abram called out of Ur of the Chaldeans

Terah dies at Haran, aged 205 years

Abram called from Haran, & settles at Sechem

1916 Abram goes into Egypt, & Sarai is ensnared

1908 Lot is taken captive by the invasion of Sodom Abram delivers Lot & vanquishes the invaders Melchizedek blesses Abram on his success

The Lord enters into covenant with Abram

1907 Hagar becomes a second wife to Abram

1906 Ishmael born, son of Abram and Hagar

1893 Circumcision instituted, Genesis 17:10
Abram entertains three angels unaware

Sodom & Gomorrah burnt by fire from heaven

1892 Abram leaves Mamre & retires to Beersheba

Isaac born, the son of Abraham and Sarah

1885 Abraham dismisses Hagar & her son Ishmael

1867 Abraham about to offer up his son Isaac

1856 Kingdom of Argo rounded by Inachus

1852 Abraham sends for a wife for Isaac

1850 Abraham marries Keturah

1842 Shem dies, the son of Noah, Genesis 11:10-11
1833 Rebekah continues barren for nineteen years

1832 Jacob & Esau born, Isaac being 60 years old

1822 Memnon the Egyptian, the inventor of letters

1817 Abraham dies, aged 175 years,Genesis 25:7
1813 Heber dies at the age of 464 years, Genesis 11.

1800 Covenant of Abraham renewed to Isaac

1792 Deluge of Ogyges, which desolated Attica

1769 Ishmael dies, aged 137 years, Genesis 25:17
1755 Jacob marries Leah and Rachel

1754 Reuben born, son of Jacob and Leah

1753 Simeon born, son of Leah, Genesis 29.

1752 Levi born, son of Leah

1751 Judah born, son of Leah

1741 Joseph born, son of Jacob and Rachel

1735 Jacob leaves Laban and returns to Canaan

1727 Dinah, Jacob’s daughter, defiled by Shechem

Benjamin born, son of Rachel, Genesis 35.

1724 Joseph sold into Egypt, aged seventeen

1714 Joseph falsely accused and sent to prison

Shepherds expelled from Egypt

1713 Joseph interprets dreams in prison

1712 Isaac dies, aged 180 years, Genesis 35.

1711 Joseph made governor of Egypt

Beginning of the seven years of plenty

1710 Manasseh born, son of Joseph

1709 Ephraim born, second son of Joseph

1704 Beginning of the seven years of scarcity

1703 Joseph’s ten brethren go to Egypt to buy corn

1702 Joseph reveals himself to his brethren

Jacob goes down to Egypt at the age of 130

1698 End of the seven years of famine

1695 Jacob dies in Egypt, aged 147 years

1573 New king in Egypt who knew not Joseph

Job lived about this time, in Arabia

1570 Aaron born, afterwards the highpriest

1567 Moses born, the brother of Aaron

1556 Cecrops founded the kingdom of Athens

1527 Moses kills an Egyptian & flees into Midian

1503 Deluge of Deucalion in Thessaly

1493 Cadmus builds the citadel of Thebes

1487 The Lord appears to Moses in a burning bush

Moses returns to Egypt and meets Aaron

1487 Moses & Aaron demand the liberation of Israel

Pharaoh refuses to let the people go

Miracles fail to convince Pharaoh

Ten plagues inflicted on Pharaoh & his people First, water changed into blood, Exodus 7. Second, frogs sent over all the land

Third, a plague of gnats or lice, Exodus 8. Fourth, of all sorts of flies

Fifth, a murrain upon the cattle

Sixth, boils and sores, Exodus 9.

Seventh, hail, thunder, and fire from heaven Eighth, locusts to devour all the verdure Ninth, a darkness that might be felt

Tenth, death of all the firstborn of Egypt The passover instituted the same night Israel departs from Rameses to Succoth From Succoth to Etham, Numbers 13. Pharaoh overtakes Israel at the Red sea The waters divide and Israel pass over

Pharaoh and his army are drowned in the sea Moses sweetens the bitter waters of Marah Manna sent in the desert of Sin, Exodus 16.

Moses smites the rock at Rephidim

The Amalekites slay the feeble among them Joshua goes forth against the Amalekites Moses meanwhile lifts up his hands in prayer In the third month they arrive at mount Sinai They encamp at mount Sinai above a year Moses ascends the mount to receive the law The people not suffered to approach

Moses continues in the mount forty days Descends with the law writ on two tables Finds the people worshipping a golden calf He destroys the calf & slays 23,000 people God writes his law again on tables of stone

Moses again descends the mount, Exodus xxxiv

His face shines with a divine radiance Moses proposes to erect a tabernacle The people numbered, to 603,550 men

Each taxed half a shekel for the tabernacle

1487 Tabernacle erected first day of the second year Levites consecrated to serve the tabernacle Jethro comes to the camp before it leaves Sinai Israel departs from Sinai & comes to Taberah From thence to Kibroth, three days’ journey Eldad and Medad prophesy in the camp

Quails sent in great abundance, Exodus 16:13
Aaron and Miriam murmur against Moses

Israel enters the wilderness of Paran

Twelve men sent to examine the promised land

After forty days they bring an evil report They perish in the desert for their unbelief Israel repelled by the Amalekites & Canaanites From Kadesh-barnea they come to the red sea Sedition of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram

Israel wanders in the deserts of Arabia 37 yrs Return to Kadesh 39 yrs. after leaving Egypt King of Edom refuses a passage thro’ his land Miriam dies at Kadesh, aged 130 years

Moses smites the rock to procure water

He and Aaron forbidden the promised land

Moses raises the brazen serpent at Zalmonah

1447 Sihon refuses a passage to the Israelites

Moses conquers him and the Amorites Og king of Bashan opposes, and is slain Israel encamps in the plains of Moab

Balak king of Moab consults with Balaam

Israel seduced to idolatry at Baal-peor

War against the Midianites, Deuteronomy 4. The covenant with Israel renewed by Moses Five books of Moses written in land of Moab Moses dies at the age of 120 years

Joshua succeeds him, & sends spies to Jericho Israel pass the Jordan on 10th of the 1st month Circumcision and the passover restored

The cloudy pillar and the manna cease

Jericho taken, after sounding with rams’ horns Altar erected at mount Ebal by Moses’ order Gibeonites make a league with Joshua

1447 Joshua commands sun & moon to stand still

1446 War with the kings of Canaan for six years

Joshua divides their country among the tribes

1441 Gives Caleb the portion the Lord promised

1440 The ark and the tabernacle fixed at Shiloh

Cadmus took 16 letters to Greece, built Thebes

1439 Joshua renews the covenant of God with Israel

Joshua dies at the age of a hundred and ten After him the elders governed nearly 20 years Micah set up a domestic idol and priest

The twelve tribes war against Benjamin

1420 Odin introduces letters into Scandinavia

1409 Israel enslaved 8 yrs. by king of Mesopotamia

1401 Othniel delivers them, & judges them 40 yrs

1339 Israel in servitude to Eglon king of Moab

Third servitude of Israel, under the Philistines

Shamgar effects their deliverance

1281 Fourth servitude, under the king of Hazor

Deborah and Baruch deliver them

1248 Fifth servitude, under the Midianites

1241 Gideon delivers & governs them for 9 years

1232 Abimelech, son of Gideon, slain at Shechem

1228 Tola governs Israel twenty three years

1205 Jair governs Israel twenty two years

1201 Sixth servitude, under Philistia & Ammon

1184 Troy taken, after a siege of ten years

1183 Jephtha delivers the Israelites beyond Jordan

1177 Jephtha dies, and is succeeded by Ibzan

1170 Ibzan dies, Elon succeeds him

1160 Elon dies, Abdon succeeds him

1152 Eli the high priest becomes judge of Israel

Forty years servitude under the Philistines

1151 Samuel the prophet born, 1 Samuel 1.

1139 The Lord begins to manifest himself to Samson

1132 Samson resists the Philistines

He defend the Israelites twenty years

1113 Perishes in the ruin of the temple of Dagon

1112 Ark of the Lord taken by the Philistines

Eli the highpriest falls from his seat & dies

1104 Beginning of the kingdom of Lacedæmon Philistines send back the ark with presents Samuel governs Israel nearly forty years

1091 Saul anointed king over Israel, Acts 13:21
1089 War of the Philistines against Saul

Jonathan obtains a victory over them

1081 Birth of David, the son of Jesse, 1 Samuel 14.

1070 Saul at war with the Amalekites

Kingdom of Athens ends with death of Codrus

1059 Samuel anoints David at Bethlehem

1058 David encounters Goliath the Philistine

1057 Saul from envy seeks to destroy David

1056 David retires into the land of Moab

Saul slays Abimelech and other priests

1055 David flees into the wilderness of Ziph

1054 David spares Saul when he entered the cave

1053 Samuel dies, aged 98 years, 1 Samuel 25.

David retires into the wilderness of Paran

Marries Abigail the wife of Nabal

1051 Saul consults witch of Endor in his distress Defeated by the Philistines and kills himself David recovers the captives of Ziklag

David proclaimed king in Hebron

1044 The Ionians emigrate & settle in Asia minor

1043 Jerusalem taken from the Jebusites

1041 David brings the ark to Jerusalem

1040 Desires to build a temple to the Lord

War with the Philistines for about six years

1033 War with the Syrians and the Ammonites

1031 David’s misconduct in the matter of Uriah

1030 Nathan’s reproof brings him to repentance

1029 Solomon born, son of David and Bathsheba

1026 Absalom kills Amnon in revenge for Tamar

1019 Absalom’s rebellion, he is killed by Joab

1017 Destruction of Gibeonites avenged by famine

1013 David numbers the people & displeases God

Pestilence sent as a punishment for his sin

1012 David prepares for building the temple

Rehoboam born, son of Solomon

1011 Adonijah aspires to the kingdom

1011 Solomon proclaimed king by all Israel

1010 David dies, aged 70, having reigned 40 years Abiathar superseded by Zadok the highpriest Joab slain in the temple for treachery

1009 Solomon marries a daughter of king of Egypt

The Lord gives him extraordinary wisdom

1008 Hiram king of Tyre helps to build the temple

Solomon lays the foundation on May 2nd

1004 Tyre rebuilt, Isaiah 23. Joshua 19.

1000 Dedication of Solomon’s temple, 2 Chronicles 8.

988 Solomon visited by the queen of Sheba

974 Jeroboam rebels and flees into Egypt

971 Solomon dies, aged fifty eight years

Rehoboam succeeds him, 1 Kings 11:43
He insults the people, & the ten tribes revolt

KINGS OF JUDAH REIGN 388 YEARS.
Before Christ

971 Rehoboam reigns in Jerusalem seventeen years

970 The pious priests flock to him from Samaria

968 Rehoboam and the people forsake the Lord

967 Shishak king of Egypt plunders Jerusalem

954 Rehoboam dies, and is succeeded by Abijam

953 Abijam defeats Jeroboam with great loss

951 Abijam dies, and Asa succeeds him

947 Asa suppresses idolatry in Judah

945 Jehoshaphat born, son of Asa, 2 Chronicles 22.

937 Asa defeats Zerah king of Ethiopia

936 Asa engages Benhadad to invade Israel

920 Jehoram born, son of Jehoshaphat

910 Asa dies, having reigned forty one years

907 Homer and Hesiod, the Greek poets, flourish

906 Jehoshaphat abolishes the idolatry of Asa

903 Ahaziah born, grandson of Jehoshaphat

892 Jehoshaphat goes with Ahab to Ramoth Jehoshaphat narrowly escaped in battle He equips a fleet for Ophir, with Ahaziah

Jehoshaphat is invaded by the Ammonites

Elijah translated in a fiery chariot

885 Jehoshaphat dies, and Jehoram succeeds

884 Jehoram introduces the worship of Baal

Lycurgus becomes the lawgiver of Lacedæmon

883 Jehoram smitten of God with a mortal disease

882 Jehoram dies, having reigned four years

881 Ahaziah succeeds, and reigns only one year

880 Athaliah kills all the royal family but one

Jehoash is secretly preserved in the temple

874 Jehoash placed on the throne by Jehoiada

869 Carthage in Africa is built by Dido

853 Jehoash repairs the temple of the Lord

836 Zechariah, son of Jehoiada, killed by Jehoash

835 Hazael makes war upon Jehoash

Jehoash dies, and is succeeded by Amaziah

823 Amaziah wars against Idumea

822 Amaziah is defeated by Joash king of Israel

Uzziah born, the son of Amaziah

814 Kingdom of Macedonia commences

806 Amaziah king of Judah dies

797 Kingdom of Lydia rounded by Lydus

779 Jotham born, son of Uzziah

754 Isaiah begins to prophesy, Isaiah 6.

Uzziah dies, and his son Jotham succeeds

KINGS OF ISRAEL REIGN 254 YEARS.
Before Christ

971 Jeroboam, son of Nebat, first king of Israel

970 Jeroboam sets up the golden calves

953 He loses 500,000 men in war with Abijam

950 Jeroboam dies, his son Nadab succeeds him

946 Nadab dies, and is succeeded by Baasha

936 Baasha builds Ramah, a fortified town

Benhadad of Damascus invades Samaria

926 Elah succeeds his father Baasha

925 Zimri kills Elah, and takes the kingdom

Omri besieges Zimri in Tirzah

921 Omri reigns alone in the 31st year of Asa

920 Omri builds Samaria, the capital of Israel

914 Omri dies, and is succeeded by Ahab

904 Elijah destroys the prophets of Baal

897 Benhadad king of Syria besieges Samaria

896 Returns to the siege and is defeated at Aphek

895 Ahab unjustly seizes Naboth’s vineyard

893 Ahab killed in battle at Ramoth-gilead

892 Ahaziah succeeds, and dies in two years

890 Jehoram succeeds, makes war upon Moab

881 Samaria besieged by Benhadad of Syria

880 Seized with a panic they fled in the night Elisha foretels the death of Benhadad Predicts that Hazael shall be king of Syria Jehoram dangerously wounded in battle

Jehu rebels, and kills Jehoram

Jehu reigns 28 years over Israel

852 Jehu dies, his son Jehoahaz succeeds him

835 Jehoahaz dies, and Joash succeeds him

Elisha the prophet dies about this time

832 Hazael dies, Benhadad succeeds him

822 Joash defeats Amaziah king of Judah

819 Joash dies, after a reign of 41 years

Jonah, Hosea, & Amos prophesied at this time

778 Zachariah succeeds to the throne

768 Shallum kills Zachariah and takes the throne

767 Shallum is killed and succeeded by Menahem

Pul, king of Assyria, invades Israel

757 Menahem dies, his son Pekaiah succeeds

755 Pekaiah is assassinated by Pekah

746 Nineveh besieged by Arbaces and Belesus

743 After a siege of three years Nineveh is taken Sardanapalus burns himself in his palace Arbaces is acknowledged king of Media

KINGDOM OF JUDAH.
Before Christ

754 Isaiah and Hosea continue to prophesy

753 Rome built on the twentieth of April

748 Hezekiah born, son of Jotham

739 Kings of Israel and Syria invade Judah

738 Jotham dies, Ahaz succeeds him

Rezin and Pekah still at war with Judah

Isaiah foretels to Ahaz the birth of Christ

737 The two kings return and spoil the country

736 Idumeans and Philistines invade Judah

Ahaz offers a subsidy to Tiglath-pilezer

732 Syracuse built by a Corinthian colony

722 Ahaz, king of Judah, dies

Hezekiah restores the temple worship

721 Tithes again collected for the priests

First eclipse of the moon on record, Mar. 19th

718 Gyges succeeds to the throne of Lydia

KINGDOM OF ISRAEL.
Before Christ

743 Belesus becomes king of Babylonia Belesus is called Baladan or Nabonassar Babylonian empire is founded by Belesus Ninus succeeds Sardanapalus in Nineveh Ninus is in scripture called Tiglath-pileser Assyrian empire much reduced under Ninus

736 Tiglath-pileser defeats Rezin king of Damascus

Tiglath invades Israel and makes captives

735 Hoshea slays Pekah, and takes the kingdom

724 Salmanezer succeeds Tiglath in Nineveh

721 Hoshea forms alliance with the king of Egypt

720 Salmanezer besieges Samaria

717 Possesses Samaria, after three years’ siege Carries the remaining tribes into captivity Transports them beyond the Euphrates Tobit is carried away to Nineveh, Tobit 1. Kingdom of Israel continued 254 years

KINGDOM OF JUDAH ALONE
Before Christ

710 Hezekiah revolts from the Assyrians

710 Leagues with Egypt against Sennacherib

709 Sennacherib takes several cities of Judah Hezekiah’s memorable sickness, Isaiah 38. Isaiah foretels and prescribes his cure

The sun’s shadow reclines on the dial of Ahaz

Sennacherib besieges Lachish

Sends Rabshakeh to insult Hezekiah Thousands of his army smitten by an angel Sennacherib retires in disgrace to Nineveh He is put to death by his own sons

708 Esar-haddon succeeds Sennacherib

King of Babylon congratulates Hezekiah Sends also to enquire about the miracle Micah and Nahum begin to prophesy

707 Esar-haddon goes to war with Egypt & Philistia

694 Hezekiah dies, and Manasseh succeeds him

677 Esar-haddon becomes master of Babylon

He unites Assyria and Chaldea into one empire

661 Manasseh is taken and carried to Babylon

658 Byzantium built by a colony of Athenians

653 Holofernes is slain in Judea by Judith

639 Manasseh returns and dies in Jerusalem

Ammon succeeds him, and reigns two years

637 Ammon dies, and is succeeded by Josiah

Zephaniah prophesies during his reign

630 Josiah restores the temple worship

624 Jeremiah begins to prophesy

The Scythians invade Asia minor

623 Draco establishes his laws at Athens

620 Hilkiah finds the book of the law in the temple Josiah collects money for repairing the temple Huldah foretels the calamities of Judah

619 Josiah’s magnificent passover

606 Joel prophesies in the reign of Josiah

Josiah opposes the expedition of Necho

Josiah wounded in battle, and dies in Jerusalem

606 Jeremiah wrote Lamentations on his death

Nineveh is taken by Cyaxares

607 Jehoahaz is set on the throne by the people

Is dethroned by Necho king of Egypt

Necho appoints Jehoiakim, son of Josiah

605 Habakkuk prophesies under Jehoiakim

602 Nebuchadnezzar takes Carchemish Invades Palestine and takes Jerusalem Compels Jehoiakim to pay a large tribute Daniel and his friends led into captivity

601 Jeremiah begins to write his prophecies

598 Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dream

596 History of Susannah at Babylon, apocryphal Jehoiakim revolts against Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar ravages Judea with an army Carries away more jews to Babylon

Cyaxares expels the Scythians from Asia

595 Cyrus born, son of Cambyses

Jehoiakim revolts a second time

Is taken, killed, and cast to the fowls of the air

594 Jeconiah succeeds Jehoiakim Nebuchadnezzar besieges him in Jerusalem He is taken and carried away to Babylon Mordecai is among the captives now taken

Zedekiah, Jeconiah’s uncle, is left at Jerusalem

Zedekiah reigns eleven years

He sends ambassadors to Babylon

Jeremiah writes to the captives there

591 Zedekiah sends Seraiah and Baruch to Babylon

590 Ezekiel begins to prophesy in Chaldea He foretels the retaking of Jerusalem Zedekiah meditates a revolt against

Chaldea He negociates an alliance with Egypt

589 Solon and Æsop contemporary with Ezekiel

586 Nebuchadnezzar marches against Jerusalem Quits the siege to repel the king of Egypt Returns to the siege against Zedekiah Jeremiah prophesies during the siege

The siege is continued nearly three years

Ezekiel describes the same siege in Chaldea

584 Jerusalem taken on the ninth of June In the eleventh year of Zedekiah Zedekiah makes his escape by night

Taken and brought before Nebuchadnezzar

His eyes are put out, and he carried to Babylon Jerusalem and the temple are both destroyed More of the jews are carried into captivity

Many of them transported beyond the Euphrates

The poorer classes only left in the land

Thus ends the kingdom of Judah.
584 Seventy years foretold by Jeremiah: 25.

Gedaliah slain, governor of Jerusalem

583 Jeremiah carried into Egypt by the jews

Jeremiah prophesies while in Egypt

Ezekiel in Chaldea prophesies against Judah

581 The siege of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar wars with Ammon & Idumea Obadiah prophesies against Idumea

577 Jeremiah the prophet dies about this time

568 Tyre taken by Nebuchadnezzar

567 Nebuchadnezzar returns to Babylon

566 Nebuchadnezzar dreams of a great tree

565 He is changed into the appearance of an ox

557 His return to his former condition, Daniel 4.

556 He sets up a golden statue for worship Three Hebrews cast into the fiery furnace Nebuchadnezzar dies in the 43rd of his reign He was the son of Nabonassar

Evilmerodach succeeds Nebuchadnezzar

555 Belshazzar his son succeeds Evilmerodach

Daniel’s vision of the four animals, chap. 7.

554 Cyrus begins to liberate the Persians

Cyrus soon takes the title of king

552 Belshazzar’s impious feast and tragic death

551 Darius the Mede succeeds Belshazzar

Daniel’s prophecy of the seventy weeks, chap. 9.

550 Darius himself affects to be a god

550 Forbids any prayer to be made but to himself

Daniel is cast into the lion’s den

Cyrus meditates the acquisition of empire He overcomes Astyages, king of the Medes Gives Astyages the province of Hyrcania

545 Cyrus marches against Darius the Mede

Makes war on Crœsus, king of Lydia

544 Attacks Babylon, and takes it

543 Permits the jewish captives to leave Babylon

First year of his reign over all the east

The history of Bel and the Dragon

542 The jews return to build the temple

They renew the sacrifices in Jerusalem

539 The age of Pythagoras and Anacreon

525 Cyrus dies, aged seventy years Cambyses 2. succeeds him in Babylon Cambyses forbids the building of Jerusalem Samaritans are sent with this prohibition

522 Cambyses conquers Egypt after five years

Confucius flourished about this time

520 Cambyses assassinates his brother Smerdis

517 Cambyses dies, and a usurpation follows Artaxerxes forbids the building of the temple Darius, son of Hystaspes, is called Ahasuerus Ahasuerus becomes king of Persia

He marries Artossa, daughter of Cyrus

516 Haggai begins to prophesy at Jerusalem

He reproves the jews for not building the temple

515 The jews soon afterwards begin to build

Zechariah begins to prophesy about this time

513 Feast of Ahasuerus, Esther 1.

512 He divorces Vashti and espouses Esther

511 Second temple of Jerusalem dedicated

509 Consular government of Rome commence

505 Haman vows destruction to the jews

Procures an order from Ahasuerus for it

504 Esther obtains a revocation of the decree

Haman hanged instead of Mordecai

The jews punish their enemies at Shushan

490 The battle of Marathon

481 Ahasuerus dies, and is succeeded by Xerxes

Themistocles accused, flees to Xerxes

469 Xerxes dies, Artaxerxes succeeds him

463 He sends Ezra and others to Jerusalem

462 Ezra effects an extensive reformation

450 Nehemiah permitted to visit Jerusalem

He rebuilds the walls and the gates

Induces several families to dwell in the city

Renews the national covenant with Israel

445 Herodotus reads his history at Athens

437 Nehemiah returns to the Persian court

435 Comes a second time to Judea to reform abuses

Zechariah and Malachi prophesy at this time

431 Peloponnesian war begins, May 7th

War continued about twenty seven years

430 History of the old testament concludes

420 Nehemiah dies, governor of udea

Eliashib the highpriest is succeeded by Joiada

Joiada is succeeded by Jonathan

Jonathan is slain in the temple by a brother

Jaddua next becomes the highpriest

414 Egypt revolts against the Persians

404 Age of Euclid, Lysias, Cebes and others

End of the Peloponnesian war

Athens conquered and ruled by thirty tyrants

401 Cyrus the younger killed at Cunaxa

The tyrants expelled from Athens

400 Socrates put to death for his religion

396 Age of Aristippus, Evagoras, and Xenophon

390 Rome is taken by the Gauls

388 Plato and other philosophers flourished

387 Greek cities of Asia tributary to Persia

377 Age of Isocrates and Diogenes

374 Artaxerxes invades Egypt with 20,000 Greeks

371 The Lacedæmonians defeated by Epamonidas

362 Governors of Asia minor revolt from Persia

360 Philip of Macedon defeats the Athenians

350 Artaxerxes Ochus conquers Egypt

340 Age of Aristotle, Xenocrates, Demosthenes

336 Philip of Macedon killed by Pausanias

332 Tyre and Egypt conquered by Macedonia

Alexandria built

329 Alexander the great enters Asia

328 He besieges Tyre in his way to Judea

Meets the highpriest coming from Jerusalem

Shows him respect, and favour to the jews

The Samaritans permitted to build their temple

327 Alexander conquers Egypt

Samaritans kill the governor Andromachus

Alexander gives part of Samaria to the jews

326 Codomanus dies, the last king of Persia

323 Reign of the Ptolemies in Egypt

319 Alexander dies on the 21st of April

His empire is divided into four kingdoms

316 Ptolemy, son of Lagus, conquers Syria

312 Seleucus takes Babylon

310 Antigonus retakes Judea from Ptolemy

308 Ptolemy, son of Lagua, reconquers Judea

307 Democracy is established at Athens

Judea becomes subject to the kings of Syria

301 Antigonus defeated and killed by Ptolemy

293 The first sundial erected at Rome

Time divided into hours by P. Cursor

291 Seleucus builds forty cities in Asia

Age of Euclid the mathematician

278 Gauls slaughtered near the temple of Delphi

Dionysius the astronomer flourished

269 Silver first coined at Rome

273 Septuagint version made about this time

257 Theos, king of Syria, begins to reign

Jaddua the highpriest dies, succeeded by Onias

Onias is succeeded by Simon the Just

235 Temple of Janus shut at Rome

229 Onias 2. succeeds to the priesthood

217 Ptolemy Philopater becomes king of Egypt

215 Onias dies, Simon 2. becomes highpriest

214 Antiochus wars against Ptolemy Philopater

213 Ptolemy gains a victory in Syria

Ptolemy tries to enter the temple at Jerusalem

His profanity prevented by the priests

213 Punishes the jews on his return to Egypt Orders them to be trod to death by elephants Singular interposition of heaven in their favour

212 The Egyptians rebel against king Ptolemy

200 Ptolemy Philopater dies

Ptolemy Epiphanes succeeds him

198 Antiochus the great conquers Judea

195 Onias 3. becomes the highpriest

194 Epiphanes retakes Judea from Antiochus

193 Antiochus is welcomed at Jerusalem

188 Ptolemy Epiphanes marries Cleopatra

185 Antiochus declares war with the Romans

Is defeated, and preserves only Syria and Judea

183 Antiochus dies, Seleucus is his successor Seleucus demands the treasure in the temple An angel prevents the sacrilege

172 Seleucus is assassinated by Heliodorus Heliodorus wishes to usurp the kingdom Antiochus junior returns from Rome

The Syrians receive him as a titular deity

He is distinguished by the name of Epiphanes

171 Jason buys the pontificate of Epiphanes

Several jews renounce judaism and turn greeks

169 Antiochus Epiphanes is popular at Jerusalem

He makes war against the king of Egypt

166 Menelaus wants to buy the pontificate

Offers Antiochus more than Jason gave for it

He obtains the grant from Antiochus

Menelaus not advancing the money is deprived He causes Onias the highpriest to be killed Antiochus prepares for war in Egypt

Prodigies seen in the air over Jerusalem

Antiochus is reported to have died in Egypt He kills 80,000 jews for circulating the report Plunders the city of Jerusalem

164 Apollonius sent into Judea by Antiochus

Breaks down the city walls, & oppress the people

Builds a citadel near the temple

Judas Maccabeus retires into the wilderness

163 Antiochus publishes a persecuting edict

163 Compels all to adopt the religion of the greeks

Temple sacrifices are interrupted Statue of Jupiter placed upon the altar Eleazer suffers martyrdom at Antioch

Seven brethren and their mother put to death

Mattathias retires into the mountains

Seven of his sons and others join him

162 Mattathias dies

He is succeeded by Judas Maccabeus

161 Antiochus goes to Persia for money for his army

His territories invaded during his absence

Judas Maccabeus repels the invader in Judea

160 Lysias is also beaten, and returns to Antioch Judas purifies the temple, entered by the gentiles Judas defeats the Syrian army

Antiochus Epiphanes dies in Persia

Is succeeded by his son Antiochus Eupator

Judas carries the war into Idumea

159 Conspiracy against the jews in Galilee Antiochus Eupator offers favour to the jews The Roman legates also promise their support Judas defeats a division of the Syrians

Attacks and defeats Georgias in Idumea Golden plunder found among the slain Antiochus Eupator invades Judea in person He takes Bethshur, and besieges Jerusalem

Wall of the city is demolished before the temple

158 Menelaus the priest succeeded by an intruder Demetrius is acknowledged king of Syria Alcimus negociates with him for the pontificate

157 Alcimus enters Jerusalem and is repulsed Judas kills 5000 men, and gains the victory Judas Maccabeus is at last slain in battle

He perishes on a heap of enemies he had slain

Jonathan Maccabeus is chosen in his stead He is both the governor and the highpriest Jonathan is attacked, and swims across Jordan He collects an army and defeats his enemies

155 Jonathan judges the people at Michmash

Removes afterwards to Jerusalem

146 Alexander Balas becomes king of Syria

Jews and Samaritans dispute about their temples Apollonius wars with Jonathan Maccabeus Apollonius is put to flight

146 Ptolemy king of Egypt invades Syria

He dies in Syria, and Cleopatra is on the throne

140 Jonathan is treacherously taken by Tryphon

Tryphon afterwards put him to death

139 Simon Maccabeus succeeds Jonathan

Tryphon usurps the government of Syria

138 Syrian troops evacuate Jerusalem

Simon is owned highpriest and chief of the jews

King of Syria concedes to the jews their rights

134 He at length quarrels with and invades them

131 Simon Maccabeus is killed by treachery

Two of his sons perish with him

130 Hyrcanus succeeds his father Simon Antiochus of Syria besieges Jerusalem Hyrcanus finds money in David’s tomb

127 Antiochus goes to war against the Persians

He is conquered and slain in battle

126 Hyrcanus is independent of the kings of Syria

Takes possession of several of their cities

125 Compels the Idumeans to be circumcised

123 Two kings of Syria at war with each other

106 Hyrcanus besieges and takes Samaria

105 Hyrcanus dies, after reigning 29 years

102 Three principal sects formed about this time

The Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes

Judas Aristobulus succeeds Hyrcanus

He seizes the diadem and reigns one year

Leaves his mother & brethren to starve in prison

101 Alexander Jannæus succeeds Aristobulus

He attacks Ptolemaïs, but fails

100 He raises the siege and wastes the country

99 Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, takes Ptolemaïs

98 Alexander forms an alliance with Cleopatra

Takes some places in Palestine

93 The jews revolt, but he subdues them

He sustains six years of civil war

93 Invites the aid of the king of Syria

Alexander is defeated by his own subjects

81 Antiochus Dionysius is king of Syria

He invades Judea but is beaten and slain

74 Alexander Jannæus dies at the age of forty six

Alexandra, his queen, succeeds him

She gains the pharisees to her party

67 Aristobulus 2. dislikes his mother’s reign

66 Takes the principal places in Judea

Reigns one year till the queen’s death

65 Hyrcanus her eldest son then takes the throne Battle between Hyrcanus and Aristobulus Hyrcanus is defeated at Jericho

Is afterwards highpriest for nineteen years

Survived his father Alexander 48 years

63 Catiline’s conspiracy detected by Cicero

62 Peace concluded between the brothers Hyrcanus lives in retirement on his estate Aristobulus 2. keeps the throne for three years

61 King of Arabia tries to reinstate Hyrcanus

Aristobulus takes refuge in the temple

The temple besieged by Aretas king of Arabia Aristobulus implores the aid of the Romans They threaten to overwhelm Aretas

Aretas is compelled to raise the siege and flee

Aristobulus pursues and overcomes him

60 Pompey advises the two brothers to live in peace

58 Cicero is banished from Rome

59 Aristobulus entrenches himself in Jerusalem Pompey besieges and takes both city & temple Aristobulus is taken prisoner

Hyrcanus is made both prince and pontiff Judea compelled to pay tribute to the Romans Alexander, son of Aristobulus, makes his escape He returns to Judea, and raises soldiers

Here ends the kingdom of Syria.
Before Christ

59 The emperor Augustus born

55 Cæsar passes the Rhine and invades Britain

53 Alexander is defeated by the Roman commander

He surrenders, with all his strong places

52 Aristobulus escapes from Rome to Judea

52 He tries to fortify himself in Judea

Is defeated, and sent a second time to Rome

51 Alexander, son of Aristobulus, ravages Judea

Defeated by the Romans at mount Tabor

50 Civil war between Cæsar and Pompey

Crassus assumes the government of Syria

49 Comes to Jerusalem and robs the temple

Marches against the Parthians, slain in battle

48 Cassius brings Roman army over the Euphrates

Takes thirty thousand jewish captives Prevents the ravages of Alexander Civil war between Cæsar and Pompey

47 Alexandria is taken by Cæsar

46 This is called the year of confusion

Great alterations are made in the calendar

45 Julius Cæsar makes himself master of Rome

Restores Aristobulus to liberty

Sends with him two legions into Syria

The adherents of Pompey poison Aristobulus Scipio slays Alexander, son of Aristobulus Antipater is governor of Judea

The library of Alexandria is burnt

44 Cæsar is assassinated

43 Antipater is allied to the Roman army Assists in reducing Egypt to Cæsar Cicero is put to death

Age of Diodorus Ciculus and Nepos

Cæsar ends the war in Egypt and enters Syria He confirms Hyrcanus in the pontificate Vitruvius the architect flourishes at this time Antipater makes Phazael governor of Jerusalem Herod is made governor of Galilee

42 Herod is called to account for his conduct

42 To avoid conviction he retires

Hillel and Sameas flourish about this time Jonathan Uziel, author of Chaldee paraphrase He was the disciple of rabbi Hillel

Cæsar passes into Africa

Cato commits suicide at Utica

41 Hyrcanus renews alliance with Cæsar

The alliance is very advantageous to the jews

40 Jews of Asia are confirmed in their privileges

39 Cassius demands a large tribute from Judea

Antipater is killed by poison

Herod puts Malichus to death

38 Felix makes an attack on Phazael

Phazael shuts him up in a tower

Spain is now subdued to king Augustus

Herod and Phazael made tetrarchs of Judea

37 Antigonus 2. invades Judea with an army

Herod gives him a complete defeat

Mark Antony enters Bithynia

Herod forms an alliance with Antony

Antony gives liberty to the jews at Ephesus

36 The Parthians make Antigonus king of Judea Deliver Hyrcanus and Phazael into his hands Pompey the younger defeated in Sicily Phazael beats out his own brains

Antigonus cuts off the ears of Hyrcanus Then transports him beyond the Euphrates Herod flies to Rome for assistance

The senate confirms his appointment

35 Herod takes Joppa, then goes to Massada Slays some concealed bandit in Galilee Marches against Jerusalem

Season too far advanced for a siege Herod goes with troops to Samosata Assists Antony in the siege of the place

34 Herod’s brother meanwhile attacks Antigonus

Roman forces join in a descent upon Judea

33 After several battles Jerusalem is taken Antigonus surrenders himself to the Romans Is carried prisoner to Antioch

33 Antony orders him to be beheaded

End of the reign of the Asmoneans.
32 Hyrcanus permitted to return to Judea

Herod makes Ananel the highpriest

31 Bestows that honour also on Aristobulus

Æra of the Roman emperors begins here

30 Egypt reduced to a Roman province Herod orders Aristobulus to be drowned Ananel is made highpriest a second time

Herod called to account for death of Aristobulus

War between Augustus and Mark Antony

27 Herod goes to war with the Arabians Title of Augustus given to Octavius A great earthquake felt in Judea Augustus defeats Antony in battle

Herod seizes Hyrcanus and puts him to death

26 Herod appears at court before Augustus Is confirmed in the government of Judea Antony and Cleopatra kill themselves

End of the kings of Alexandria.
25 Emperor Augustus visits Palestine

Herod receives him with great magnificence

Egyptians adopt the Julian period

Age of Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Livy, Strabo

24 Herod puts to death his wife Mariamne

22 Salome, his sister, separates from her husband

21 Augustus visits Greece and Asia

Plague and famine rage in Judea

18 Herod opposes the religion of the jews

17 Visits Agrippa, Augustus’s favourite

Secular games celebrated at Rome

16 Lollius defeated by the Germans

15 Herod rebuilds the temple of Jerusalem

12 Visits Rome to commend himself to Augustus

12 The Pannonians conquered by Tiberius

10 Herod invites Agrippa to visit Jerusalem

9 Discord prevails in Herod’s family

8 Cæsar Augustus corrects the calendar

7 Herod impeaches two sons before Augustus

Cæsarea built and dedicated to Augustus

6 Tiberius retires to Rhodes for seven years

5 Augustus favours the jews of Alexandria

Herod searches David’s sepulchre for treasure

New disturbances in Herod’s family

3 Herod makes war in Arabia

Is accused of killing several Arabs

2 An angel appears to Zachariah the priest

A son promised to Elizabeth his wife

1 The angel appears to the virgin Mary Incarnation of Christ announced to her Herod condemns and slays two of his sons Antipater, son of Herod, aims at the throne Herod sends Antipater to Rome

His stratagems are discovered

John the baptist born, son of Zachariah

JESUS born at Bethlehem, 6 months afterwards

FROM THE BIRTH OF CHRIST TO THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM BY THE ROMANS.
1 Jesus born in Bethlehem-Judea Circumcision on the eighth day Antipater returns from Rome convicted Having attempted to poison Herod

Wise men come from the east to worship Jesus

Jesus presented in the temple

Joy of Simeon and Anna on the occasion Flight into Egypt, with the child Jesus Massacre of the infants at Bethlehem Antipater put to death by order of Herod Herod dies five days after Antipater Herod appoints Archelaus his successor Joseph and Mary return from Egypt

They go with Jesus to dwell at Nazareth

Archelaus visits Augustus at Rome

Is confirmed in the government of Judea

An impostor assumes to be the son of Herod

2 Archelaus gives the pontificate to Eleazar

9 Archelaus is banished to Vienne in Gaul

10 Second enrolment by Cerenius in Syria

Revolt of the chief of the Herodians

12 Jesus visits the temple in his twelfth year

Continues three days unknown to his parents

13 Marcus Ambivius is governor of Judea

17 Cæsar Augustus dies in the 58th yr of his reign

Tiberius succeeds, and reigns near 23 years

23 Tiberius expels all jews from Italy

31 Pilate is made governor of Judea

Attempts to bring Roman eagles into Jerusalem

He is strongly opposed by the jews

32 John the baptist begins to preach

33 Jesus is baptized of John in Jordan

Jesus immediately retires into the desert

After forty days Jesus returns to John

33 He calls four disciples to follow him Performs his first miracle at Cana in Galilee Jesus comes to Capernaum

Attends the first passover at Jerusalem Nicodemus comes to Jesus by night Jesus retires to the banks of Jordan Herod Antipas marries Herodias

She is the wife of his brother Philip

John baptist reproves the conduct of Herod

Herod shuts up John in prison

Jesus withdraws into Galilee

Talks with the woman of Samaria at the well Preaches in the synagogue at Nazareth Leaves Nazareth to dwell in Capernaum

While there he calls four more to follow him

Several miracles wrought in Capernaum

34 Second passover at Jerusalem

Our Lord’s sermon on the mount

John in prison sends a message to Jesus

35 Apostles commissioned to preach in Judea John beheaded in prison by order of Herod This happened in the 17th year of Tiberius Our Lord feeds five thousand by miracle The third passover at Jerusalem

Christ preaches through Judea and Galilee Heals all manner of sickness and disease The transfiguration on the mount

Mission of the seventy disciples Jesus attends the feast of pentecost Attends also the feast of tabernacles

36 Lazarus is taken ill and dies

Jesus comes from beyond Jordan to Bethany

He raises Lazarus from the grave Retires to avoid the malice of the jews Attends his last passover at Jerusalem Lord’s day, Mar. 29, he arrives at Bethany Sups there with Simon the leper

Monday, Mar. 30, enters into Jerusalem

Is hailed by the multitude with joy

36 Tuesday, Mar. 31, comes again to Jerusalem Curses the barren figtree on his way Wednesday, Apr. 1, the jews hold a council They arrange means to apprehend him Thursday, Apr. 2, Jesus goes to mount Olivet Sends to the city to prepare the passover

In the evening eats it with his disciples

Institutes the Lord’s supper

After supper he retires to Gethsemane

Judas betrays him, and the soldiers seize him

He is conducted to Annas in the night Friday, Apr. 3, brought before Pilate Condemned, and crucified on Calvary

Towards evening is taken down from the cross

He is laid in a new sepulchre

The sepulchre is sealed and guarded

He continues in the tomb all Friday night

All Saturday also and Saturday night

Rises from the dead on Lord’s day morning Pious women watch near the sepulchre Jesus appears first to Mary Magdalene

She mistook him for the gardener

The Lord next appears to Peter

Then to two disciples going to Emmaus

Then to the disciples met together at Jerusalem

All this on the day of his resurrection Eight days after he again visits them Thomas is present this time and convinced The apostles return into Galilee

Jesus appears to them on several occasions

They return to Jerusalem after 28 days

Jesus appears to them in Jerusalem, May 14

Leads them to the mount of Olives

Ascends to heaven in their presence

Feast of Pentecost is ten days afterwards

The Holy Ghost descends on the apostles

37 Seven deacons chosen by the church Stephen, one of them, suffers martyrdom Conversion of Saul of Tarsus

37 Pilate informs Tiberius of the death of Christ

James the less presides at Jerusalem Philip baptizes the eunuch of Candace General dispersion of the first believers

38 Agrippa leaves Judea in debt

39 Arrives at Rome and is attached to Caius

40 Displeases Tiberius and is sent to prison

Pilate is ordered into Italy

Tiberius dies, and Caius Caligula succeeds

Agrippa enlarged, and promoted to honour

The apostle Peter visits Antioch

Disciples first called christians at Antioch

41 Paul escapes from Damascus by a basket

He then comes to Jerusalem

Barnabas introduces him to the brethren Paul goes to Tarsus his native city Caligula makes Agrippa tetrarch of Judea The miserable Pilate commits suicide

42 Flaccus is banished by order of Caligula

43 Caligula wants to have his statue in the temple

Agrippa diverts him from his purpose

The jews at Alexandria appeal to Caligula

44 Philo, their leader, obtains an audience Tumults arise in Alexandria and Chaldea Queen Helena and her son embrace judaism Caligula assassinated by Chæreas

Claudius succeeds to the empire

He enlarges Agrippa’s dominions in Judea Agrippa makes Simon Cantharus pontiff Transfers the dignity from Simon to Matthias

46 Agrippa deposes Matthias from the priesthood

Claudius makes a descent upon Britain

47 Agrippa orders St. James to be beheaded

Peter is imprisoned at his command The apostle is liberated by an angel Agrippa smitten to death by an angel Paul and Barnabas visit Antioch

The church at Antioch send them out to preach

48 A great famine prevail in Judea

Paul and Barnabas travel as missionaries

48 At Lystra they are offered divine honours

49 Mark’s gospel written about this time

Tiberius Alexander is procurator of Judea

51 Cumanus succeeds Alexander in Judea

52 Troubles arise under his presidency

54 Judaizing teachers begin to corrupt the gospel Converted gentiles not bound by jewish law Peter is reproved by Paul at Antioch Separation between Paul and Barnabas

Luke and Timothy itinerate with Paul

55 Paul passes out of Asia into Macedonia

56 Paul visits Athens and Corinth Claudius expels the jews from Rome Felix procurator of Judea

57 Paul leaves Corinth after eighteen months Visits Ephesus on his way to Jerusalem Apollo preaches Christ at Ephesus

Paul goes from Jerusalem to Antioch

Passes into Galatia and Phrygia

Returns to Ephesus and stays three years Emperor Claudius poisoned by Agrippina Claudius is succeeded by Nero

Nero puts to death his mother Agrippina

58 Paul’s epistle to the Galatians

59 First epistle to the Corinthians

60 Uproar at Ephesus occasioned by Demetrius

Paul compelled to leave Ephesus

Paul goes into Macedonia

Second epistle to the Corinthians

61 Paul writes his epistle to the Romans

Carries contributions into Judea

Paul is seized in the temple at Jerusalem

62 Sent a prisoner to Cæsarea

Ishmael made highpriest instead of Ananias

Disturbances excited in Cæsarea

63 Porcius Festus procurator of Judea

Paul appeals to the emperor

Put on shipboard and sent to Rome

Paul is shipwrecked at Malta

64 Arrives at Rome, a prisoner for two years

64 Agrippa wishes to overlook the temple The jews build a wall to prevent it Ishmael the highpriest deposed

First persecution against the christians

65 Epistles to the Phillippians and Colossians Martyrdom of James the less of Jerusalem Seneca, Lucan and others put to death

66 Epistle of Paul to the Hebrews Albinus succeeds Festus in Judea Jewish priests divided about tithes A strange cry heard in Jerusalem Woe to the city — Woe to the city

The cry continues till the city is besieged

Age of the British queen Boadicea

Of Pliny the elder, and Josephus

67 Paul comes from Italy into Judea

Writes his epistle to Timothy and Titus Agrippa gives the priesthood to Matthias Florus succeeds Albinus in Judea

Nero sets fire to the city of Rome Falsely accuses christians of the fact Several of them are cruelly put to death

68 Peter writes his second general epistle

Several prodigies appear at Jerusalem

Seen especially at the time of the passover

Paul is imprisoned at Rome

Writes his epistle to the Ephesians

Also his second epistle to Timothy

69 Peter and Paul suffer martyrdom

Clement is pastor of the church at Rome Mark becomes a martyr at Alexandria Cestius, of Syria, comes to Jerusalem

He enumerates the jews at the passover Disturbances at Cæsarea and Jerusalem Florus puts several jews to death

The jews join in a general revolt

Kill the Roman garrison at Jerusalem

The jews are massacred at Cæsarea

All the jews of Scythopolis slain in one night

Cestius, governor of Syria, comes to Judea

69 Besieges the temple at Jerusalem

Is defeated by the jews

Christ’s followers foresee the approaching war Leave Jerusalem and flee beyond Jordan Vespasian appointed by Nero to conduct the war Josephus made governor of Galilee

Vespasian sends his son Titus to Alexandria

Prepares meanwhile a numerous army

70 Vespasian enters Judea, subdues Galilee

Josephus besieged in Iotapata

Josephus surrenders to Vespasian

Tiberius and Tarichea submit to Vespasian

Troubles and divisions in Jerusalem

Zealots commit violence in the city & temple Theophilus is deposed from the priesthood Phannias is ordained in his stead

Three contending parties in Jerusalem The zealots send for succour to Idumea The Idumeans retire from Jerusalem

71 Nero the emperor dies, Galba succeeds Vespasian invades Judea and Idumea All the strong places are invested

72 Galba dies, Otho is declared emperor Otho dies, and Vitellius succeeds Vespasian is elected emperor by the army He is acknowledged as such in all the east Josephus the jew is set at liberty

73 Titus marches against the city of Jerusalem

Arrives a few days before the passover

The factions unite against the Romans

The army besiege and reduce the outer wall

Conquest of the lower city

They surround Jerusalem with a wall

The city distressed and reduced by famine

Conquest of the tower of Antonia

An assault on the temple

The daily sacrifice ceases, July 17

Conquest of the outer court of the temple

The Romans set fire to the galleries

Titus wished to preserve the temple

73 A Roman soldier dares to set it on fire

Burning of the lower city

Conquest of the upper city

Romans become masters of the place

They offer sacrifice to their gods

74 Titus totally destroys the temple

He also demolishes the city of Jerusalem

Titus returns in triumph to Rome

THE FIRST BOOK OF MOSES, CALLED GENESIS.
GENESIS, γενεσις, generation, so called by the LXX, because it recites the Generation or Creation of the Heavens and the Earth; of Man, and of the animal and vegetable kingdom. The Hebrews give no distinctive title to their sacred Books, but distinguish them, as we do psalms and hymns, by the first word, phrase or sentence. The Genesis they call בראשׁית BERESHITH, In the Beginning; this being the initial word of the book. In the Arabic it is called “The Book of God.” In addition to the account of the creation, it details the fall of man, the promise of redemption, the depravity and destruction of the antediluvians, the preservation of Noah, the introduction of idolatry, the call of Abraham; and brings down the history of the world to the death of Joseph; comprising the whole of the Patriarchal dispensation, which extended to the year of the world 2369 and before Christ 1635 years. It comes down to us undisputed as the most ancient of all records. The Egyptians, the Chinese, the Siamese, the Hindoos, have nothing that can rival its antiquity. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-31
Genesis 1:1. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth; all the orbs which revolve and shine in the expanse of heaven, measuring time by days, and years, and periods. By consequence, the sublime system of nature is not eternal. If matter were eternal, then the אלהים Elohim, ο θεοτης, the Godhead or Divinity who acts here, is also material, dependent on matter, and a necessary agent. The perfections of wisdom, goodness and love, can no longer be attributed to him. These assumptions of atheism are everywhere refuted by nature herself. If any difficulty arise in proving the Being of a God, it is because nature overwhelms us with evidence, and with the blaze of his perfections.

Genesis 1:2. And the earth was without form and void. תהו ובהו Tohoo ve- bohoo; when the mountains first appeared they were bare, and unadorned with vegetation. Jeremiah 4:23. On these words the rabbi Kimchi says, Tohoo designates the unformed mass, and Bohoo the form itself. The LXX read the conjunction disjunctively, ‘ η δε γη ην αορατος, but the earth was invisible, being enveloped in the darkness which covered the face of the deep. The earth was created in a liquid state, a chaotic mass, having the pure essence of every mineral in itself. On this subject, Moses, as the scribe of nature, is supported by universal tradition.

When the Brahmins solicited MENU, son of Brahma, to give them some account of the first creation, he spake thus—”This world was all darkness, undiscernible, undistinguishable, and altogether as in a profound sleep, till the self-existent invisible God made it manifest by the five elements, and with other glorious forms which perfectly dispersed the gloom. Designing to raise up creatures by an emanation of his own glory, he first created the waters, and impressed them with the power of motion. Hence the waters are called nàrá, because his first agana, or moving was on them.”—Asiatic Researches, vol. 1. p. 243.

Homer coincides with the Brahmins, and regards the ocean as the common parent from which all the productions of nature had their birth.

ωκεανος δ’ οσπερ γενεσι παντεσσι τετυκθαι: Cicero gives it as an opinion generally received among the ancients, that fluidity was the pristine state of the watery mass from which all things were formed, conformably to the plan existing in the divine mind. Aquam esse initium rerum, Deum autem eam mentem qua ex aquâ cuncta fingeret.— De nat. Deorum, lib. 1. cap. 25.

A recent discovery of modern science has demonstrated that the earth was created in a liquid state. By measuring a degree of the sun’s meridian in every degree of latitude as far as the arctic region, it is found that the figure of the earth is a spheroid, whose diameter at the poles is nearly thirty seven miles less than at the equator. It must have assumed this figure from its diurnal motion while in a liquid state, and from the special design of the Creator, as it gives elevation to the torrid zone, and cools the heat by an increase of the trade winds, and moderates the northern cold by an oblation of the poles. This was first suspected by the Danes, as all their goods weighed less in the West Indies than at Copenhagen.

The spirit of God moved on the face of the waters. Though it be true, that the wind moved on the face of the waters, and with great violence; yet the rabbins read Spirit, as being connected with creative energies. The word is used for the brooding of a hen over her nest. So in Job, “By his Spirit he hath garnished the heavens.” Genesis 26:13. Psalms 33:6.

Genesis 1:3. And God said, Let there be light. Though the atmosphere of the sun was not cleared till the fourth day, to receive and propel the light, yet the luminous fluid would so collect by affinity as to cheer creation with the dawn of day; and night is but the absence of light. In this most beautiful fluid the universe becomes the object of transporting vision, and the perfections of the invisible God are seen in his works. By the light, warmth and animation are conveyed to the animal and the vegetable world; and the eye is charmed with the exhibition of primitive colours in the rainbow, and in all prismatic refractions of light.

Genesis 1:5. And the evening and the morning were the first day. The day is reckoned by oriental nations by the third, the sixth, and the ninth hour. Matthew 20. The night allows the weary labourer time for repose, and cheers him in the morning by the welcome return of the rising sun.

Genesis 1:7. And God made the firmament. רקיע rakia, the expanse or expansion, as Montanus reads, not only the atmosphere of the earth, but the whole ether in which the orbs of heaven revolve. Such is the import of the word in Genesis 1:15; Genesis 1:17; and Daniel 12:3. By the laws of gravitation which subsist between the sun and the whole planetary system, the centripetal and centrifugal motions are so firmly regulated, that each moves in its orbit with the greatest precision, and all nature is bound by the universal chain. The earth’s atmosphere was cleared on the second day, and left adorned with ever-changing scenes of beauteous clouds.

Genesis 1:9. And God said, Let the dry land appear. The elder opinion is, that the mountains rose by latent heat. But the expansive power of heat would swell the waters as well as the land. La Mertherie, editor of Annales de Chemie, contends, that the mountains rose by crystalization. Expansion is inseparable from crystalization, as is apparent from the icebergs in the north seas, rising high above the water.

In the liquid mass, the first state of the earth, every mineral essence would sport its configurations with the sublimest effects of chemical energy. The beautiful granite would augment into immense masses, and raise its sharply defined summits above the seas. So is the diamond rock near the Cape of Good Hope, two miles in extent without any visible fissure; and so is the granite at Mount Bineve in Scotland; and yet those rocks alternate in colour from white to green, red, and yellow. So also is the salt rock, extending for three miles at Cordova in Spain: and the iron rock at Taberg in Sweden is one entire mass, visible for four hundred yards.

The primitive limestones have the like massy character. Dr. Townson, a Caledonian traveller, says, “I have followed the great chain of primitive limestone mountains in Hungaria for perhaps a hundred miles; yet they never appear to be divided into beds, though sometimes elevated a hundred yards.”—Philosophy of Mineralogy, p. 70.—Humboldt, an accredited traveller, confirms Dr. Townson’s statement. “The volcanoes of South America, he says, have their grand seat of action far below the granitic ranges.” And volcanoes are always seated in the ranges of limestone and iron.

The formation of the secondary or transition rocks, immediately followed the primitive and massy. They are the immense depositions of the rolling waters, which have broken by exsiccation into beds or strata, and crystalized into every species of rocks and of metals, conformably to the determinate laws of the essences which predominated in their formation. As the mountains continued to rise, the waters have so retreated from the vallies as to leave the fine shapes of landscape behind, and so inclined their torrents as to give an earlier meeting to a sister stream.

These operations of the waters, and in strong characters, continued after the creation of living beings; and in fact, continue their operations in weaker characters to the present time, wherever the sea is making new land.

Add to these, that almost every continent presents us with some new formation of rocks, or other minerals, as the white sparry rock of vast extent in South America, the gneiss in Sweden, and the chalk in England and France. The chalk being superposed on a blue clay, might occasion the mass to remain in a soft state longer than other limestone, which generally rests on a gravel: or from some unknown essence in its formation, so as to allow the silicious fluid time to separate and form its flinty nodules, which lie in parallel veins along the mass.

The small proportion of organic remains, which are found deep in the chalk, and more largely in some of the marmoreous ranges; and the abundance of coralites, and encrinites, and testaceous families which often cover the superior strata of those rocks, must all be regarded as depositions of the refluent seas, subsequent to the fifth day of the Mosaic creation.

Count Chateaubriand, a student of nature, who travelled in Asia and America, nearly coincides in this view of the primitive deposition of organic remains.

The coal formations, of which the new science boasts four ages, are in fact but two; the oldest, which burns with fusion, and the more recent, which burns with all the characters of charcoal. The coal which melts is mainly a marine deposition, mineralized in thin beds, and often at great depths. The other, as in Staffordshire, lies in thick beds, and is chiefly the timber of Noah’s flood: else what became of the timber which then covered the primitive world? Of this fact, after a long residence in those collieries, I am perfectly assured. I have traced the ramifications of large trees in those beds, which are thirty feet thick, and extend for seventeen miles in length by twelve in breadth. The bog coal is partial, and of more recent date.

What need then have we to be sent from light to darkness, and told that “man, to whom only a short space of existence is allotted on earth, would,” by the study of geology, “have the glory of restoring thousands of ages, which preseded the history of his race, and thousands of animals that never were contemporaneous with his species. And would there not be some glory for man to overleap the boundaries of time by means of a few observations [au moyen de quelques observations,] to recover the history of this earth, and the series of events which preseded the birth of the human race?”—Cuvier’s Essay, pp. 2, 140.

Our reply is, that we have no chronometers; but on the contrary, in the vicinity of volcanoes, after exceptions for earthquakes and the overflowings of lavas, the ancient strata, though near the craters, are perfectly undisturbed. The disruptions of the earth are all local, and occasioned by irruptions of water on the ignited lavas. Those waters being instantly converted into vapour, tremblings, and sometimes burstings of the earth, are the immediate consequences. The mountain ranges, which abound with subterranean rivers and lakes, and widely communicate with one another, as is known by volcanic effects, greatly preserve the earth from destruction. If God gave a revelation at all to man, we should not doubt but that revelation comprised the history of his birth. We must not sacrifice to the novelties of science, the universal traditions of the primitive world.

Genesis 1:14. And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of heaven. שׁמשׁ shemesh, the sun to rule the day, this orb being the servant or equal minister of light to all the world; and the appellation of servant is thought to be a reprehension of sabianism, which taught men to worship the hosts of heaven.—See on Job 1:5. Jeremiah 7:18.

Sir William Herschel discovered by his telescope of immensely magnifying powers, that the sun is an opaque body, and that his brightness consists in the splendour of his atmosphere, which attracts and propels the light. Astronomy has now adopted this discovery, and abandoned the old opinion, which presumed that the sun was a body of fire. The observations of astronomers have demonstrated to a considerable degree of certainty, that its axis is 883,210 miles; its circumference 2,774,692 miles. The sun has two motions, the one periodical in its own orbit, nearly circular, and the other round its axis in twenty five days, as is known by observing its maculæ or dark spots, and its faculæ or semitransparent spots.

Genesis 1:16. And the lesser light to rule the night. This beautiful luminary, says Dr. Olinthus Gregory, is a secondary planet, being a satellite to the earth, about which she revolves in an elliptical orbit from one new moon to another, in twenty nine days, twelve hours, forty four minutes, nearly. Her mean distance from the earth is 240,000 miles, and she moves in her orbit at about 2,290 miles in an hour. Her diameter is about 2,180 miles, and her rotation on her axis is performed in the same time as her revolution through her orbit; hence it appears that her day and night, taken together, are just as long as our lunar month.

“The moon is a dark body, shining principally with the light she receives from the sun; hence, only that half which is turned towards us can be illuminated. If the moon shone by her own light, we should feel sensible heat from her rays; but the solar light which she reflects is so exceedingly weak and languid, that the most powerful burning glasses will not collect enough to make any sensible degree of heat. This has been accounted for, that the light of the moon is ninety thousand times less than day-light. How wonderfully is infinite goodness and wisdom displayed in this instance: for if the moon’s reflected rays produced heat, as the air of the night would then have a continual warmth, it is obvious, that it would be prejudicial to the health of mankind.”—Lessons, &c. p. 47. The moon, moving in an elliptical orbit, varies her power of gravitation on the earth, and with the aid of the sun, causes the highest tides at the full and change; and much higher tides at the vernal and the autumnal equinoxes: but the highest water does not appear till the fifth tide, after the full and change; that time being required to put the waters in the fullest motion. Above all, we should remark, that the moon is the constant and ever-welcome attendant on winter. In our winter, she sheds her cheering rays on the north; and in summer interchanging her beams with the sun, she visits the southern hemisphere, which is their winter. How adorable is this instance of the divine wisdom and love!

Genesis 1:20. And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly. ישׁרצו isheretzoo, superabundance; as Leviticus 21:18; Leviticus 22:23; a happy word to designate the plenitude of the marine creation. The great whales are named, which enjoy the cold of the arctic regions; the crooked serpent, the devouring shark, and all the marshalled armies of the smaller shoals. The testaceous families, exquisite in beauty and countless in species, bestudded all the latent rocks, while the waving fields of vegetation gave the richest food to the subterranean families. And though the ken of man has not surveyed the deep, the rolling tides bestrew the shores with the admirable productions of the latent world. 

Genesis 1:24. And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after its kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and [wild] beast. Thus all nature was peopled with living beings. The Creator provided delicious food for each, adapted their clothing, their habitations and temperature to the climate, and bade them joyfully sport in the fields, stray in the forests, and play in the waters, while the blessing of their God crowned their movements with delight.

Genesis 1:26. And God said, Let us make man; not Adam alone, but in him the whole human kind, that every man by natural affinity might be taught to love his brother, having all one Father, even God. He gave him a natural but humble name—Adam, or earth, teaching all men to know that they are but worms of the dust.

Genesis 1:27. The image of God. The Creator being a Spirit, his image in man must be that which belongs to celestial beings; (1) knowledge; (2) moral rectitude; (3) liberty; (4) immortality; (5) sovereignty; the Lord said, Let him have dominion. But his condition varied from that of his Maker; he was placed in a state of probation. God, says the text, created man in his own image; it was not impressed upon him, as the head of a sovereign on a coin, but holiness was an essential attribute of his soul. Oh lovely, wonderous, and happy sire; his body visible on earth, his countenance surpassing all the beauties of creation, his mind walking through the heavens, grasping at infinity and adoring his Maker.

Thus in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth. He proceeded with all the wisdom, the ease, and omnipotence of a God. The dark benighted chaos in one week presented the most beautiful earth, clothed with verdure, perfumed with flowers, and abounding in fruits. He chose to create the heavens and the earth in six days, that he might confer the greater honour and sanctity on the seventh day, as a type and figure of celestial repose.

REFLECTIONS.
When God by Wisdom created the heavens and the earth, the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy. A sight of the sublime expanse of heaven, illuminated with orbs, and of the delightful landscapes of the earth, adorned with grass, loaded with fruits, and peopled with inhabitants, should at all times rouse our dormant powers to devotion. Oh glorious heavens, uttering unceasing songs; oh beautiful earth, adorned with verdure, and enamelled with flowers; oh admirable scale of living beings, consummate in structure, inimitable in arrangement, and gracious in design. We want not evidence of thy Being, thou Source of all good; we are dazzled and lost in the effulgence of thy perfections.

For thee, oh man, all these glorious heavens, and this beautiful earth were created; and eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, the more glorious things which God hath prepared for them that love him. If creation was the first emanation of his glory, that intelligent beings might be happy in the contemplation of his works, what must his glory and our happiness be in the heaven of heavens, when we shall see him disclosed, and resemble him in purity?

Let us learn to confide in that alsufficient Being who spreadeth out the heavens like a curtain, and upholdeth all things by the word of his power. Let us rely on his wisdom to guide and govern us in life, for he has contrived the harmony of the universe by a glance, and all futurity to him is without a veil. Let us cast our care upon him, and expect the daily supply of our wants, for he fills all nature with his bounty, and makes every creature the object of his peculiar care. Let us endeavour to see the whole universe full of his wisdom, power, and love. Let us deduce from his works, a full conviction of his being and perfections; and on this subject we have no difficulty, except what may arise from our weak understanding being overpowered with evidence.

Above all, vile and sinful as we now are, let us never forget the original glory and grandeur of man in a state of innocency; and never cease to wrestle and strive, till we once more obtain righteousness and salvation by Jesus Christ. And the faithful God will surely, according to the great promises of the New Covenant, give us back original rectitude, with increasing glory and everlasting felicity. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-25
Genesis 2:1. By host is meant, not the angels, as some have thought, but the starry heavens. Psalms 33:6.

Genesis 2:2. On the seventh day God ended his work. The Samaritan Pentateuch reads, the sixth day. The variation is accounted for by the variation in reckoning the hours at which the sabbath began.—On the sabbath, see Ezekiel 20:12; Ezekiel 20:20.

Genesis 2:6. A mist—watered the whole face of the ground, the rainy season of the climate not being then come. Deuteronomy 11:14.

Genesis 2:7. And man became a living soul. The Hebrew is חיים chajaim, souls, lives, &c., designating the ever-living spirit which is in man. It is applied to all the living beings of the creation. Genesis 1:20.

נשׁמה neshomah is another name for the soul, designating its intellectual powers, which elevate it above the brute creation. Deuteronomy 20:16. Job 27:3. The word is derived from shemaim, heaven, because the soul came from God, and is heavenly and divine in its nature: for this reason, the name is never given to the brutes, but is restricted solely to man.

נפשׁ nephesh is the third and common name given to the soul in the Hebrew Scriptures, and is applied to the brute creation, as possessing a kind of vegetative life to grow and increase. Genesis 1:24.

רוח ruach, he breathed, is a fourth name given to the soul, because like wind it moves in all the actions of life, and is endowed with all the sensations, the instinct, and sagacity of the animal world.

But the fifth and most excellent name given to the soul is Jechida; that is, ONE, simple in essence, and uncomposed in structure: on this account, like neshomah, it is never given to the brute creation, but is wholly appropriate to man.

Genesis 2:8. Eden; that is, paradise, pleasure, delight.

Genesis 2:9. The tree of life also he put in the midst of the garden. The rabbins, and apparently in succession, affirm, that this tree of life was the vine! But they fail to say whether their assertions are founded on tradition, on revelation, or on their own imagination.

Genesis 2:11. The name of the first river is Pison. Josephus, who is followed by St. Jerome, calls this the Gangès, the greatest river of Asia. “He filleth all things with wisdom, as Phison and the Tigris, in the time of new fruits.” Sirach 24:25. This river forms the boundary of the ancient land of Havilah, son of Cush. Genesis 10:7. Its most valued productions in the time of Moses were gold and precious stones. Geology confirms this account, that in various parts of Asia there are extensive veins of yellow earth, abounding with grains of gold. The bdellium is the lachrymæ pellucidæ, or waterdrop of Pliny, and of Haüy, a celebrated naturalist of France. The onyx-stone is a gem of the chalcedony class, of a dark colour, with beautiful variegations.

Genesis 2:13. The second river is Gihon, the Nile, whose sources are in Ethiopia, and whose western branch drains the centre of Africa.

Genesis 2:14. The third river Hiddekel, the ancient name of the Tigris, which joins the Euphrates above the ruins of the ancient city of Bassora. It is called the Irack in the Arabic, no doubt from the city of Erech. Genesis 10:10.

The fourth river is the Euphrates, called the Parach in Hebrew, to designate the fertility of its vales. What can we infer from the wide extent of these four rivers, but that Moses regarded the whole earth as a paradise, and Eden as the favoured spot, the first abode of man?

Genesis 2:16. Of every tree, &c. Dr. Anselm Bayly, in his Hebrew Grammar, prefers reading, “Of the fruits of all the trees of the garden, thou mayest eat, except of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”

Genesis 2:23. Woman, the abbreviate of wombman: so is the etymon of Verstegan, a learned German, who flourished in London more than two centuries ago. The Hebrew Ishah, designates woman-wife, or female. She was made of Adam’s substance, that he might cherish her as his own flesh. What delightful sentiments must have inspired his breast to see the mother of all living sleeping by his side. Milton puts these words into his mouth;— 

Oh fairest of Creation, last and best 
Of all God’s works; creature in whom excelled
Whatever can to sight or thought be formed; 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or sweet.
Awake, My fairest, my espoused, my latest friend, 
Heaven’s last best gift, my ever new delight, Awake.
Genesis 2:24. Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife. The woman being flesh and bone of the man before her formation, remains so after marriage. She is his friend, his consort, his wife till death. The marriage covenant had its origin in paradise. Nothing but adultery can fully vitiate it, and nothing but death can dissolve it. Romans 7:1-2. A man does not divorce his limbs, except when menaced with mortality, and he treats his sight and his hearing with delicacy when they become dull. So he should treat his wife in times of affliction, for she is still the wife of his bosom; and “the Lord hates putting away.”

REFLECTIONS.
On a calm review of this wonderful chapter, containing a portrait of man in a state of innocence, we see that the Creator’s first care was over the moral happiness of our first parents. “He gave them knowledge, and the law of life for an heritage.” He gave them a covenant surpassing in excellence all that has come down to us. He gave them his sabbaths, as a sign of that covenant. Let posterity then regard the day as the hallowed pledge of immortality and eternal rest. And if the sabbath was so glorious in a state of innocence, how gratefully should we now value and improve it, as the best institution of heaven, to aid our fallen nature in regaining our pristine felicity.

We learn that God having given man a body far surpassing that of the beasts, and allied him by knowledge and holiness to angels, he should not be the slave of passion, of appetite, and of animal delights; but cherish sentiments becoming the dignity of his nature, and all the adoration he owes to his Maker.

The cares of heaven over the body of man are not less conspicuous than those which regarded his mind. God placed him in a garden full of fruits, enjoining only the mild and salubrious efforts of labour to dress and keep it. The same gracious and ever-living Father will still bless our efforts of labour with bread to eat and raiment to wear.

But did the Lord give one restriction to Adam, not to touch the forbidden tree, not to taste of its fruits? This was surely no severe prohibition, especially when he had a paradise of the most delicious fruits. Let us therefore learn to revere and obey the law to the utmost of our power; and at the same time be fully aware, that whatever vice is forbidden, the opposite virtue is enjoined. We must not kill, but love our neighbour.

How high and holy is the marriage state! The Lord honoured the first marriage by his presence at the nuptials. It is strengthened by the daily interchange of good offices, and returns of mutual love; by the increase of lovely children, which win and gain the parents’ affections, as the hopes of future life, and the comfort of their declining years. The man and his wife so joined are as one soul in two different bodies, and their union is a figure of Christ and the church, which he has loved, and washed in his own blood. Surely, bonds so sacred should never be defiled; for fornicators and adulterers shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-24
Genesis 3:1. The serpent. The rabbins and the christian doctors have largely sported their opinions here. St. Cyril contends that Satan assumed the figure of the serpent, and so talked with the woman, while the letter of the text indicates that he spake in the serpent, as the angel spake in Balaam’s ass. The main point here is, the origin of evil, which occasioned the ruin and miseries of man. These most eventful and interesting occurrences were, no doubt, delivered by Adam to Methuselah, and by Methuselah to Noah, and by him and his sons to all the families of the earth. In the next age we find all those simple and holy traditions disguised by fable, that, as hallowed mysteries, they might command the greater reverence of the people, and exalt the wisdom of the priest by his illustrations. The poets of after times, finding those the most popular subjects, clothed the fables in the most beautiful forms of verse. This was done at first like the Voluspa, a northern poem, written in verse of two feet; but afterwards, conformably to the refined ear of Greece and Rome, they were put in hexameters. Old Hesiod says in his Theogony, that Pandora, the first woman, was formed by Vulcan of highly tempered earth, the finest figure of beauty that can be conceived. On being animated, each of the gods honoured her with the most desirable of endowments: Venus gave her beauty, Pallas wisdom, Mercury eloquence, Apollo music, and Juno riches, &c. On this account she was called Pandora; that is, a woman who possessed all endowments. Jupiter, irritated against Prometheus who had stolen the celestial fire, and brought it down to earth; and being desirous to avenge himself on mankind, employed this woman, to whom he gave a closed box full of evils of every kind, and sent it to Epimetheus, brother of Prometheus, who most foolishly and stupidly opened the box, and let out all the evils abroad into the world. On perceiving what he had done, his sole hope remained at the bottom of the box, that one day he might possibly repair his error by recovering back into the box, all the evils which had escaped.

We are bold to say here, and are supported in the assertion by the most learned men of the last century, that both Jews and Christians have too much despised pagan mythology, inasmuch as it furnishes a cloud of collateral evidence in favour of revelation. What is this Pandora but Eve, the beautiful mother of all living? What is this awful present but Eve bringing the apple to Adam? What is the opening of the box but the criminal desire to know good and evil? What is this hope at the bottom of the box but the promise of redemption by him who shall abolish death, and bring in everlasting righteousness?

Genesis 3:6. And he did eat. She allured him by the arguments used by the serpent, and by the more weighty one of her own example. Thus by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; for our will was in his will, and our consent in his consent; so death passed on all. But thanks be to God, that we are now born under the new covenant, so that no man can die eternally for Adam’s sin.

Genesis 3:10. I was naked. He knew he was naked before; but now he felt the shame of unbelief, and pride, and concupiscence; and therefore shunned his Maker’s presence.

Genesis 3:15. The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head. St. Paul remarks here, that the word seed or son, is in the singular number, Galatians 3:16; and St. John adds, that the promise is to be understood in the largest sense, the complete destruction of the works of the devil. 1 John 3:8. It was probably accompanied with many other cheering words to fallen man.

On this promise all patriarchal religion and hope were founded. The promised Messiah was their sun and shield, their rock and refuge in the time of trouble. It was the cheering theme sung by all the Hebrew seers.

Noah transmitted it to posterity through his sons, as the dearest of all paternal trusts. The Sybils sung this hope in every temple of ancient Egypt and Greece. It was sung also by Vola, our northern pythoness, in her Voluspa, to cheer the dreary evenings of the Goths, and the Scandinavian race.

The Grecian mythology, by Minerva, most assuredly designates the Messiah. “Jupiter,” says Hesiod, “produced Minerva of his own brain, when as yet he had not produced any creature.”—Theogony, v. 886, 924, 925. The Greeks call her αθηνη Athenè, from αθηλος, unsuckled; that is, she had no mother. Here is the faith that Messiah is one substance with the Father.

The titles which the poets give to Minerva, coincide with the Lord Christ. She is called the goddess of wisdom, and Christ is called the wisdom of God, in the bosom of the Father. Proverbs 8:22. Sirach 24:3. She is called goddess of armies, and Christ through all the old testament is called the Lord of Hosts.

“The fable of SEMELE, a name composed of Shem and El, the name of God, held up the same faith to the ancient world. She being pregnant by Jupiter, arrayed in divine majesty, whose splendour consumed her, the child Bacchus was snatched from the flames, or splendour of glory, and sewed up in his father’s thigh, to fulfil the time of pregnancy. Thus the son was twice born by divine and human geniture. He possesses two natures, divine and human, as is often celebrated in the hymns of Orpheus. Thus, it must be admitted, that the heathen knew the promise of our redemption.”— Dr. Stukeley.
They knew more: they knew that “bruising the heel” meant killing the promised heir of all. And to this alone can we refer the oblation of vicarious sacrifices for sin upon the atoning altar, which in times of great extremity was extended by every nation to human victims.

Enmity. This is indeed the same word with regard to the Serpent, and the Woman’s Seed; but the difference is great between the enmity of Satan, and the holy indignation of the Lord. He hateth all iniquity, but he is merciful and gracious. He hath sworn that he will have war with Amalek for ever: I would say, with the Serpent’s brood, and all the works of darkness. He will make no treaty with the Amorite, but he is longsuffering. He will chase darkness before him, in the unfoldings of future generations, till death himself be swallowed up of immortality and life. The Saviour is here the perfect model for the church to follow.

Genesis 3:16. I will multiply the sorrows of thy conception. This reading is more appropriate to the spirit of the text than the authorized version.—Dr. Anselm Bayly’s Hebrews Gram.
REFLECTIONS.
After viewing our first parents in the glory of pristine innocence, and surrounded with the beauties of paradise, we now see them stripped of every excellence in the hour of temptation, as nature by the severest blasts of winter. If they fell not on the day of their creation, scarcely had they celebrated a single sabbath before the tempter effectuated their ruin. From the sad history of their fall we may learn his wiles and devices. He awaited the woman, who incautiously approached too near the forbidden fruit; he availed himself of the beautiful serpent, more sagacious than all the beasts. Eve not knowing all the powers of the serpent, entered into conversation with him. The enemy allured her eyes by the beauty of the fruit, for she had nothing in her heart inclined to sin. He denied the threatened punishment— ye shall not surely die. He magnified the liberty and advantages to be derived from indulgence; ye shall be as the gods who fill the highest thrones of heaven, knowing good and evil. Ah! so he seduces sinners still. He denies that punishment shall ever come; and affirms in defiance of God, that the pleasure of sin shall augment their happiness.

His wiles are farther discovered by tempting the woman in her husband’s absence. How dangerous is it for weak believers to stand alone; and who is not weak? In the infancy of grace we need, more especially, the fostering care of experienced Christians; and the most advanced have need of daily support from the means of grace.

We learn also how dangerous it is to parley with temptation, or trifle with an unholy thought. Passion is stronger than reason: it is by grace we are saved. Conscience should never have occasion to speak the second time, for its first intimations are always the purest. The husband and the wife should especially beware of sin, because of the peculiar influence of the one over the other.

Whenever the wicked feel the consequences of their crimes, they immediately accuse one another; and the dearest relatives are often the foremost in doing this. The man accused the woman, the woman accused the serpent; but God accused the whole, and punished them in various degrees. How dreadful then must the end of wicked connections prove! How dreadful their torments in hell, when the nearest relatives on earth shall be most abhorred in the abodes of darkness. Well might the rich man be alarmed, lest his five brothers should follow him to that place of torment. Sinners, if you are resolved to destroy your own souls, never bring others into the same condemnation.

We should patiently bear the labours and afflictions of life, because they are occasioned by our sin, and they may all be sanctified by making us sigh for a happier abode. I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned against him.

We have here the grand and original promise of redemption, so often referred to in the sacred writings. The Woman’s Seed, or the God-man, was not to be conceived in the usual way. He was to assume the human nature of the woman’s substance, and so join it in mysterious union with his Godhead, as to be but one person. In this nature he was to bruise the serpent’s head, or destroy the works of the devil, by the expiation of sin, and by abolishing the dominion of death. In this promise the bright morning of hope shone on the world from the beginning, and cheered good men in all their sufferings, with the prospects of everlasting salvation. But as serpents give a deadly wound, by biting the heels of men, so Satan was to bruise the human nature of Christ on the cross.

If Jesus Christ is then our sole atonement, we see the impossibility of approaching God, or obtaining happiness in any other way. It is neither the pharisee’s presumptuous ideas of his own righteousness, nor the infidel’s false and flattering notions of the divine clemency, that can embolden his approach to his Maker. The flaming sword of justice turns every way to keep the offender from the tree of life.

Lastly, if the ground is cursed for our sin; if there is nothing here but misery, sorrow, and death, our affections must not be placed on things on earth, but on things above. Lord help us to be grateful, that thou hast provided a better paradise than Adam lost, and afforded us adequate means for obtaining thy favour and everlasting joy. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-26
Genesis 4:1. I have gotten. קניתי kaniti, from the root kana, he possessed. The LXX have betrayed their ignorance of the Eternal Word, or Wisdom, by frequently rendering this word created. God could no more create his own wisdom than Eve could create Cain. See Proverbs 8:22, and Sirach 24.

Cain; that is, a possession. Abel; that is, vanity. Augustine makes Cain to be a figure of the men of this world, who have their good things in the present life. Abel he regards as a figure of the children of God, who look on the present state as vanity, a shadow that passeth away, while they follow after the things of eternity.—De Civit. Dei.
Genesis 4:2. Bare—Abel; it is generally allowed that Cain and Abel were twins. Eve bare many daughters, who are not named in sacred history, and they of necessity became wives to their brothers, nephews, &c. That she also bare many sons before Seth, there can be no doubt; for Moses names only the greater patriarchs of the earth.

Genesis 4:4. The firstlings of his flock. He approached his Maker by an atoning victim for sin which God had enjoined on man, though the injunction is not named, being known and understood. To this, at the close of the service, the Mincha was added, consisting of flour, oil, and wine; part of which was burned on the altar, and the rest was a meat-offering. Cain, a mere unitarian, failed in this, and dared to approach without atonement for his sin.

Genesis 4:7. Sin lieth at the door. To understand this text of a sin-offering lying at the door, seems to promise Cain acceptance whether he did well or ill. It undoubtedly means that iniquity should be visited on himself and his children, as the events proved.

Genesis 4:8. Cain talked. The Samaritan text reads here, “Let us go out, &c.;” words which seem requisite to complete the sense; they are found also in the Vulgate. He advised his brother to go with him to a secret place, and slew him in about the 128th year of his age, when they were both fathers of families. 

Genesis 4:26. Then began men to call upon: some read to call themselves by; others, to use profaneness in calling on the name of the Lord. But the learned Rabbi Maimonides gives quite another turn to the text. “Then began men to fall away from the Lord.” It is true, however, that the Hebrews, the Goths, and the Greeks attached the name of God to their own name; as Samuel, Ethelbert, Theodosius.

REFLECTIONS.
The preseding history of the fall is immediately followed by a chapter of tragic events. We learn from it, that public worship was established, and that the righteous and the wicked bowed before the altar of God. This is a reasonable service. Our sins and our mercies are all public, and our repentance and homage should be public also.

The Lord makes a difference between the oblation of the righteous and the wicked. He had respect unto the believing and righteous Abel, accepting his choice lamb, either by fire from heaven, or by evident prosperity in his cattle and lands. But unto Cain, who brought his fruits, though not his first fruits, he had no respect. It is so still: the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is his delight. Proverbs 15:8. Unless men bring their hearts to God, their exterior reverence is a vain oblation. Isaiah 1:13.

Cain, instead of being humbled for his sins, was wrathful and envious against his brother; and in fact, against God, who had made the difference. How cautious should we be to eradicate bad passions the moment when perceived, otherwise the consequences may be tragical also to us and our families.

God graciously expostulates with the wicked, to bring them to a better mind. He promised Cain acceptance in case of repentance and reformation; and threatened to visit on him and his house the most awful vengeance, if he perpetrated the wicked purposes of his heart. He has in a hundred places expostulated with the wicked to the same effect. Let us learn therefore, in opposing sin, to call to the aid of reason, all the promises and threatenings of God’s word. It is by faith and prayer, and by divine assistance, that we are to conquer the bad propensities of the heart.

The wicked we see are very artful in accomplishing and covering their crimes. Cain seduced his brother to a secret place; and after the murder he pretended that Abel was lost in the desert, or devoured by the beasts. One crime leads to another, yea, to wickedness without measure. Alas, the children of Cain do the same to this day. The history of all nations evinces, that the wicked have uniformly endeavoured to tarnish the virtues of their opponents, and to array their own foulest deeds in the garb of equity.

God will unmask all secret crimes, and pursue the guilty with the arm of vengeance. Fix your eye on this unhappy man. Wherever he goes, the sight of his murdered brother is before him; he still hears his cries, and sees him struggling in the agonies of death. Unable to bear the sight of Abel’s weeping family, and see the face of man, for he thinks they all read in his countenance the horrors of his conscience, he flies to solitude for succour. There he takes his misery along with him. Every thought inflicts some new wound, or a thousand wounds in one. There also he hears a voice calling him by name, Cain! See him turning his ghastly countenance, and rolling his eyes this way and that way; but seeing no one, he fears the more. Cain, Cain, where is thy brother Abel? He looks again; but with greater horror and affright, he says, am I my brother’s keeper? God hurls back the false and guilty plea with sevenfold vengeance, by adding, The voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground. Let every sinner tremble; let every sinner haste to bring forth the fruits of repentance for his secret crimes, for our God is a consuming fire, and he will make manifest the thoughts of the heart.

God sentenced him to hard labour on a barren soil, which reproached him with his crimes; to exile from his friends, for the land of Nod signifies the land of exile or vagrancy; and he was driven out from the presence of the Lord; that is, excommunicated from the church, and cut off from the family altar. How vain then are all hopes of committing sin, and escaping punishment! God, in like manner, will cut off all the wicked if they repent not.

But we learn, lastly, that a bad father is often the destruction of his family. Lamech, one of Cain’s line, transgressed the laws of marriage by a plurality of wives, and by murder, and began to fill the earth with those crimes which proved its destruction. What dreadful out-breakings of original sin! Let us pray the Lord to give us a new heart, and a right spirit. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-32
Genesis 5:1. The book of generations; the princely line of holy patriarchs, from whom the Messiah descended.

Genesis 5:4. And begat sons and daughters; but not being primogenitors of the promised Heir, the register of their names is kept in heaven.

Genesis 5:5. Adam—lived 930 years. Sanchoniatho, the Phœnician historian, calls Adam, Cronus; and though he gives but eight fathers before the deluge, he confirms the testimony of Moses respecting their longevity. Heathen testimonies are numerous to the same effect, and are undisputed by the post-diluvian fathers. From these, Varro, whom the Romans call learned, affirms, that the first men lived a thousand years. Seneca, in his allegory of life, founded his idea of a bridge which had a thousand arches, on the same tradition. The antediluvians were free from all hereditary diseases. They subsisted very much on the fruits of the earth, and simple beverage. They did not breathe the heterogeneous airs of large cities, nor impair their health by sedentary occupations and habits; on the contrary, they used exercises adapted to their gigantic strength and stature. In a word, their lives were prolonged by the special care of heaven to populate and adorn the primitive earth.

Genesis 5:24. Enoch—was not, for God took him. He was translated into paradise, as all the rabbins say; “for no man hath ascended into heaven, but he that came down from heaven,” John 3:13; and by his ascension he hath called future generations to repentance. Sirach 44:16.

Genesis 5:27. Methuselah: that is, he sent his death, or the arrows of his death. The name might therefore be a title conferred upon him by posterity, on account of the special favour of heaven in taking him away the year, or little more, before the flood. Our infidels can find no unbelievers in the longevity of these sires; why then should there be any now.

Genesis 5:28. Lamech. Not the Lamech in Cain’s line, but a more worthy patriarch in the progeny of Seth.

Genesis 5:29. And called his name Noah; that is, comfort or rest; a name prophetic of his reparations of the world destroyed by water. He outlived the wicked race—he established agriculture—he gave the world an example of religion, obtaining at the altar the special tokens of divine favour in the renewal of the covenant, and the blessing of God upon the earth. Thus he became the Deucalion or second father of the world.

REFLECTIONS.
We have here a marked distinction between Adam made in God’s image, and Seth born in Adam’s likeness. He was not born merely in the human form of his father, but with his corrupt propensities. He was, like the Psalmist, shapen in iniquity, and conceived in sin. Psalms 51:5. He had in his nature the seeds of anger, pride, self-love, and aversion to good, which a corrupt education brings to rapid and awful perfection. May it then be our constant prayer, that God would create us anew in Christ Jesus, in righteousness and true holiness.

We have set before us for imitation, the example of Enoch, who walked with God; who was acceptable before him as a prophet, and a prince. As introductory to this high favour, let us pray to be reconciled to God and adopted into his family, that we may walk in the light of his countenance. Let us maintain a constant intercourse with God by devotion, and the practice of righteousness. Let us make a daily progress in piety, and in the knowledge of his will. Let us be faithful in the day of trial, that we may enjoy his favour and friendship for ever.

In the translation of this patriarch, we see the dawning of life and immortality. He walked with his Maker, and glorified him on earth; and his gracious and ever-faithful companion honoured him, body and soul, with a triumphant entrance into glory. Nor was the high favour long delayed. He was taken from a wicked world in the middle of life, that he might be the more striking type of our Saviour’s ascension, and embolden others to follow his holy example.

In the longevity of the fathers before the flood, and afterward in the gradual shortening of life, we see the increasing care of providence over man. While the human kind were free from constitutional diseases, and the earth wanted inhabitants, they lived to a vast age, which is attested by the heathens, as well as by Moses; but now when the earth could not nourish them, if life was so long, God has shortened the age of man. Let us revere his hand, for all his ways are wise, and all his judgments have mercy for their object. It being the design of the Holy Ghost to give us the history of the church, and of the Messiah’s line, many good men have but a name in this genealogy, and thousands more have not that favour; but let us endeavour that our names may be written in the book of life, that God may be the witness of our hearts, and the recorder of our piety. Then every saint shall stand in his own order, and have joy at his coming. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-22
Genesis 6:2. Sons of God. Some understand this expression of Seth’s sons, who intermarried with Cain’s daughters, but assign no reason for their being called the daughters of men. Others understand it, and with greater propriety, of the sons of great men, who are repeatedly called Elohim, or gods, in the scriptures. So Exodus 21:6; Exodus 22:8; Exodus 22:28; and Psalms 82., where the same term occurs. Hence the sons of the judges, or great men, seized the daughters of the poor; and rapes, prostitution, and violence were without restraint. Being gigantic in stature, and having no regular government, they filled the earth with murder and robbery. All our Saxon chiefs claimed descent from Odin, and all the Greeks from Jupiter. Ulyssus says in Ovid, Nam mihi Laertes pater est, Arcesius illi, Jupiter huic.— Metam, lib. 13. ver. 145.

Genesis 6:4. Giants. These the poets call children of the earth, or earth-born, as is the etymon of the Greek γιγαντες. They were men of prodigious stature, said to have made war with the gods; and with that view, they raised ladders towards heaven, and piled rocks on rocks. When the thunderbolts of Jupiter threw down their works, those rocks which fell into the sea became islands, and those which rolled on the earth became mountains. Ovid. Meta. lib. 1. Plato mentions this war of the giants or Titanes in Critias, which he calls Atlantic, as having happened before the deluge of Noah. Arnobius in his first book against the gentiles, after Berosus, describes these giants as greater monsters of cruelty and crimes than of stature. The late Rev. W. Ward, seventeen years a missionary at Serampore in India, has written the history of the Mythology of the Hindoos, in which he says “The giants [before the deluge] sprang from Ditee.” He adds, that the sixth, seventh, and eighth incarnation of Vishnoo was to destroy the giants.—The Hebrews call the giants before the flood the Nephilim or apostates, the Gibborim or mighty men. Those of Palestine are called the Anachim. They were beyond all dispute from nine to ten feet in stature.—The origin of pagan fable is founded on facts stated by Moses. Those monsters mocked at the Ark, and filled the earth with violence; and when driven to the summits of the mountains, piled rocks in vain to gain a momentary reprieve from the high rolling tides of the deluge. Heaven retaliated, laughing at their calamity, and mocking at their fears. These are the Rephaim or the dead, who sunk under the waters, and are now associated with all the inhabitants of hell. Job 26:5-6. Proverbs 2:18.

Genesis 6:6. It repented—it displeased the Lord; or, the creation of the sons of Adam was abhorred of the Lord; but Augustine prefers the first reading, as implying a change in God’s conduct. He had created man to live, but now determined on his destruction.

Genesis 6:12. All flesh had corrupted its way. Had there been ten righteous persons in Sodom, it had not been destroyed: now there were, after Methuselah was gone, but eight who remained in covenant with God. Therefore the Almighty took them into his ark, and destroyed the wicked. The ark was a type of the church. Food and safety, life and righteousness were there. It brought its family safely through the waves and storms, from the old to a new and peaceful world. By the like figures of wood and water, the cross and baptism, are we now saved, and placed under the covenant protection of the Lord. 1 Peter 3:20-21.

Genesis 6:14. Make thee an ark of gopher wood: the idea of the precise species of wood seems lost. Our countryman, Mr. Evelyn, contends for the cypress tree. Of this the Indians make their war canoes; for a single tree when excavated, will hold sixty men.

As to Mr. Lawrence’s objection, in his medical lectures, against the capacity of the ark to hold the creatures, the learned Budœus of Paris has written a volume on the subject in Latin. Moses gives us here the dimensions of the ark, 300 cubits long, 50 high, and 30 broad; and the cubit of those gigantic men from the elbow to the end of the long finger, could not be less than 30 inches. Others are of opinion that the antediluvian cubit was reckoned the third part of the stature of those men, who may be supposed to have been at least eight or nine feet high; so that according to these dimensions the ark must have been equal to ten or twelve first-rate ships of war; and the long space of 120 years, in which the ark was in building, coincides with its magnitude. Prodigious superstructure! No one but a reigning prince, like Noah, could have built it. It was divided into three stories, the better to accommodate the different species of creatures, and to store up what was necessary for their subsistence. It drew 15 cubits of water, and rose 15 above the surface. It would float in so quiescent a state as to allow the beasts to couch on the deck. This stupendous fabric was piloted and preserved by the special care of heaven; and oh how awful, that many of the scoffing age should have assisted in its construction, and perished at last in the flood.—The two best writers on this subject are Budœus and bishop Wilkins.

Of its existence, antiquity is agreed. Abydenus, and Berosus a priest of Babylon, and Herodotus have all recorded the fact.—Vide Euseb. Præp. lib. 9. c. 11, 12. Origen in Alexandria, and Jerome at Rome, have rebutted the objections started in their day. And as the Alps of Italy have been washed by the tides, how could either men or beasts be saved without an Ark? See Genesis 8:3.

Yet we concede, that many creatures might be saved on floats of timber, as aquatic birds, toads also, for a hundred of these have been found in the great coal of Dudley; a fact which I affirm on conversations with practical men, after a residence in those coalfields. Serpents and vermin might partially subsist on the waters, and find some shelter in the earth during the flux and reflux of the tides. Nor do I see any thing against the text of Moses, to admit that creatures might be saved on icebergs, or on the mountains of Asia, and of South America, which far exceed the Alps in elevation.—See more, Genesis 1:15; Genesis 8:3.

REFLECTIONS.
The increase of wicked men is attended we see with an increase of wickedness. Polygamy was the first bane of society, and its consequences are still the same. It degrades a woman from her rank in life, and fosters the bad propensities of lust, cruelty, wrong, and revenge. The children born in whoredom and concubinage receive an education calculated to imbitter families and disturb the state. Hence large cities, large associations of people must be governed by a rigorous police, and by a discipline unrelaxed, or they are lost beyond a name.

An illicit intercourse between the sexes, unrestrained by public shame, and unpunished by law, is attended with the total loss of virtue and religion, and it is the sure forerunner of destruction to families and nations. It is better that a few delinquents should suffer, than a whole people be destroyed: for every other kind of wickedness is appendant to crimes of this nature.

God withdraws his grace or the striving of his Spirit from men who are resolved to keep their sins. So he did to the heathen world, who did not choose to retain the patriarchal knowledge and covenant of God; he gave them up to work all manner of uncleanness with greediness. So he will do still: those who slight his calls and grace shall be abandoned to their own way, till body and soul are involved in destruction. Shun then, oh my soul, the slightest propensity to evil, for whoever dallies with the smallest streams of sin, is soon attracted by the torrent, and swallowed up in the whirlpool of criminal dissipation.

Yet the Father of mercies is slow to punish the wicked, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. When the ordinary means failed to effectuate their conversion, he employed the extraordinary: having translated Enoch to increase the faith and raise the hopes of men, he now strengthened the preaching of righteous Noah by the terrors of a rising ark, and spared the guilty age a hundred and twenty years. Oh how good and gracious is the Lord, even to the evil and unthankful! We know not whether his longsuffering, or his menaces of total destruction, be the higher character of his mercy to wicked and unreasonable men.

St. Peter associates the old world with the scoffers in the gospel age. Hence it is presumed, if the sign of the ark occasioned a moment’s terror, because the vengeance was delayed, it was soon derided as a phenomenon of enthusiasm, and an object of universal laughter. Let us beware of men who scoff at warnings, and at God’s word; it is one sad mark that they are forsaken of God’s Spirit, and that their destruction will soon follow.

But Noah, poor persecuted and derided Noah, found grace in the eyes of the Lord, who always provides for the safety of his saints before he destroys the wicked. Let every sinner then fly to the ark, to Jesus Christ and his covenant, for there and there only is salvation; and God is always nearest to his people in the evil day.

But was Ham, a very immodest son, saved in the ark? And were myriads of unoffending infants destroyed by the flood? Then we learn, that children are very much benefited by their parents’ piety, and very much injured by their parents’ sins. What an argument for the heads of houses to support integrity of character, and live to God, that their children may be blessed: and what an argument for children to be righteous, that they may inherit all the blessings promised to the faithful seed! 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-24
Genesis 7:2; Genesis 7:8. Clean beasts by sevens. Male and female, reserving one for sacrifice. God’s special care is over man and beast, and over the preservation of religion.

Genesis 7:11. The same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up. The Lord by a cause known to himself, increased the powers of gravitation, by which the seas rushed on the land in tides which augmented till the mountains were washed, and till the latent rocks presented their shaggy and contour cliffs. By consequence every tide would leave the channels of the deep exposed on the shores from which the seas receded. And the windows, or as the LXX read, the cataracts of heaven were opened. Tides have descended with such velocity from the Norwegian mountains, that in some of the creeks no soundings can be found with a line of a thousand fathoms.—Bp. Pontoppidon’ s Hist.
Genesis 7:12. Forty days. Blessed be God that they were not destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah in a moment; it leaves a probability that besides the infants, some of them might be saved. See them flying from the plains to the hills, if they had adjacent hills: see the giants and monsters of the earth, vanquished by an omnipotent arm. See the infidel age, ah! not infidel now, confounded to see Noah and his family safely afloat. Hear the children load their long-lived fathers with the bitterest reproaches for teaching them to despise religion, to indulge in crimes, and to scoff at the ark. See them ere they had half uttered their wrongs, washing away by the next rolling wave, and their souls hurrying to the prison of hell, as St. Peter affirms, to renew their alternate reproaches.

REFLECTIONS.
What useful instructions are here presented to the surviving world. Did Noah bring his whole family into the ark? Then let all heads of houses imitate his good example, and use their utmost endeavours to dedicate their families to God.

Was the ferocious nature of the wild beasts restrained and tamed while in the ark? Then God is able again to fulfil the prophecies of the latter-day glory; not only in subduing the nature of wicked men, but in making the lion and the lamb lie down together. We clearly perceive that the destruction of the old world was by the special hand and visitation of Almighty God. The rains which descended were quite out of the order of nature. The floods which overflowed the mountains were not held in that high station by any laws of gravity. Every circumstance in this awful deluge repels the idea of its having been occasioned by the approach of a comet. Hence we learn, that whatever ordinary judgments God may inflict upon the wicked, when the day of crisis comes, he will go out of his way to accomplish his threatenings, and to make his peculiar providence and vengeance known. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-22
Genesis 8:3. The waters returned from off the earth continually. The Hebrew, חלוךְ ושׁוב cha-loveck ve-shou. Montanus renders eundo et redeundo, the going and coming of the waters. The word is used, Genesis 8:7, for the going and coming of the raven; and Isaiah 60:8, for the flight and return of doves to their windows. Moses here in plain words designates the flux and reflux of the waters, which twice in little less than twenty five hours overflowed the mountains, desolating and stratifying anew the whole face of the earth. Hence we find a world of plants and trees, which once grew in the warmer climates, deposed in our coalfields, and countless plants of which botany is now ignorant.

The whole period of the deluge comprised a year, according to Dr. Lightfoot. Forty six days, after the harvest, were spent in victualling the ark. The rain, accompanied with great darkness, fell for forty days. The tides rose higher and higher for one hundred and fifty days, and gradually receded for one hundred and twenty days. Then the ark rested on Mount Ararat, whose highest summit is eight thousand feet above the level of the sea.

That the earth was destroyed by impetuous tides, we have the assertion of Manilius, a Roman poet, who seems to have studied geology on the Alps, and who dedicates his poem on Astronomy to Augustus. The reader will excuse my best efforts in the following translation.

Et vomit oceanus pontum, sitiensque resorbet, 
Nec sese ipse capit, sic quondam merserat urbes, 
Humani generis quum solus constitit hæres Deucalion. 
MANILIUS ASTRON. LIB. IV. 830.
* * * * 
The ocean wide 
Throws up the sea, and then resorbs the tide; 
Nor could it thus forbear the angry play, 
Till the Alps were bared, and cities washed away;
Deucalion only then obtained the grace 
To be the Sire of all the human race.
Genesis 8:4. The seventeenth day. Noah was just one year in the ark, including seven weeks after harvest to collect provisions. The time is reckoned from the civil year, and not the ecclesiastical year of the Jews, which began when they left Egypt.

Genesis 8:10. Yet other seven days. It would seem, that Noah religiously kept the sabbath in the best manner he could during the flood; and from the exact chronology of time, that he kept a written journal of the Lord’s mercies. It should also be remarked, that he came out at the beginning of winter; this is another instance of the care of Providence; for the earth, after having been so long under salt water, would not be prepared for vegetation, till the frosts and rains had operated on its surface.

Genesis 8:20. Fifteen cubits; that is, the ark drew so many cubits of water. It floated exactly half in and half out of the water. 

REFLECTIONS.—CHAP. 8. AND 9.
When the whole world was corrupted, did God in this extraordinary way preserve the one righteous family? Then the multitude of the wicked shall not contribute to their safety, nor shall the small number of the righteous expose them to the least danger; and if piety is so dear to God, let us value it above every other consideration.

Noah built an altar to the Lord; hence we should, after deliverance from afflictions and troubles, as a first duty, kneel down and give glory to God. Devotion on these occasions is warmed and animated by fresh tokens of providence, and becomes peculiarly acceptable to God.

The Lord renewed his covenant with this patriarch, and modified it according to the existing circumstances. He does not indeed repeat the promise of the Woman’s Seed to bruise the serpent’s head; that stood like a rock through all succeeding ages, and was implied in the sacrifices; but he enforced anew the moral precepts, because it was proper to secure his own glory, and to restrain the depravity of man by awarding death to crimes; these precepts, the Jews affirm, were seven in number.

God promised Noah seedtime and harvest to the end of the world; and what is better, these temporal promises were shadows of spiritual and eternal good to those who sincerely embraced the covenant. Hence we see the faithfulness of God. He has not destroyed us by water, nor has the harvest at any time failed, except in cases of temporary famine, which he sends to remind us of our sins: hence also we should look for a double portion, a little of earth and a little of heaven.

But did Noah after all plant a vineyard, and was he once overtaken with intoxication; though from his long life of nine hundred and fifty years, and from the high favours of God towards him, we may infer that he was a patriarch of the strictest temperance; then let aged christians and aged ministers learn to preserve in old age the glory of early piety. This one sin was complicated: it led to Ham’s sin, and brought the curse of servitude on his posterity. Dr. Jenkins, in his Reasonableness of the Christian religion, has brought sufficient evidence from the scriptures and from pagan authors to prove, that the Africans, whom all nations have afflicted with slavery, are the descendants of Ham, or of Cush, his eldest son. Whenever we have the calamity to hear of a defect in a father, or an elder, let us, animated with the filial piety of Shem and Japhet, take a mantle of love, and cover it for once, that a blessing may come upon us, and that the silent and secret tears of repentance may so far purge it that it shall never be repeated.

Was the bow fixed in the clouds from the beginning, though now adopted as the pledge of the covenant, just as circumcision, and as bread and wine in the Lord’s supper were afterwards adopted as signs of the same covenant; then objects of sense, when divinely appointed, may aid our faith. Yea all nature should remind us of the fidelity of God, and prompt us to constancy in religion, and unshaken confidence in the dark and cloudy day. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-29
Genesis 9:4. But—the blood ye shall not eat. This prohibition of blood is repeated. Leviticus 17. Deuteronomy 12. And being connected with murder in the following verse, we are taught to abstain from imitating the ferocity of wild beasts, which lick the blood of their prey. Blood is also the life of the sacrifices offered up for sin; and our having been redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, the apostles have forbidden the use of blood to christians. Acts 15:29. A third reason assigned by Moses is, that we must not join in the sacrifice of devils. David says of idolaters, Their drink- offerings of blood will I not offer. The huge idol of Juggernaut in India is said to smile when they offer him a libation of human blood. The South-sea islanders drink the blood of enemies slain in battle. These are strong reasons which justify the precept to abstain from blood.

Genesis 9:13. My bow, the iris, the rainbow. In Mr. Maurice’s history of Indostan, we find a quotation from the mythology of the Chinese, in which they make FOHI, their deity, to proceed from a rainbow. Here is a plain reference to the iris; the symbol of the Noahical covenant. By consequence, the boasted antiquity of Chinese and Egyptian chronology above that of Moses could be but years of moons, as Diodorus Siculus has hinted, and as the American Indians still reckon time.

The rainbow is seen in the drops of the falling shower opposite to the sun. Its colours are seven, red, orange, yellow, green, violet, purple, and blue. In the second bow, or water gall, seen when the clouds are large, the colours are reversed: so in the third and fourth bow, which are rarely seen. The rainbow is beautifully seen also in the ascension of vapours from the glacis of Switzerland; in the vapours which ascend from the sea in times of hurricane; and fainter in the lunar rainbows during showers in the night. So the bow must have existed from the creation of the sun, and God here was pleased to take it for a perpetual witness of his covenant: and as the rainbow is full of light, so the covenant is full of grace.

Mons. Cuvier, professor of anatomy in Paris, in one of his early lectures on the natural sciences delivered in 1829, takes particular notice of the coincidence of tradition among all nations respecting the Deluge. “The Hebrew text of Genesis fixes it 2349 years before the birth of Christ; and the Chinese place it 2384, leaving but a variation of 35 years. Confucius represents their first king, Yao, employed in carrying off the waters of the ocean, which had reached the summit of the mountains, and in repairing the damages they had sustained.” These traditions of the Chinese strongly corroborate the truth of the Mosaic account of the deluge.

Genesis 9:25. Cursed be Canaan. The blessings were connected with fidelity to the law and covenant of the Lord; and the curses were consequences of disobedience. The patriarchs were the priests and prophets of the Lord, whose right it was to pronounce the benediction. But they could neither bless nor curse but by the Spirit of God. Hence God said to Abraham, “I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee;” and Isaac said to Esau, “I have blessed him, (Jacob) yea, and he shall be blessed;” for he felt that the Spirit accompanied his benedictions. It is just so with regard to those most base and atrocious crimes which merit the execrations of heaven. No such anathemas can be inflicted but in the Lord, for which reason Balaam could neither curse Jacob, nor defy Israel. He was, on the contrary, constrained to bless them.—This curse on Canaan came upon his posterity by the sword of Joshua; and on Ham’s race it seems to have fallen in the sentence on Egypt, to be “the basest of all kingdoms;” on the black population of Africa, whose hordes have been oppressed with tyranny, almost destitute of literature and of arts, and very much exposed to the cruelties of slavery. The curse of Joshua on the rebuilder of Jericho, came on the presumptuous Hiel. Joshua 6:26. 1 Kings 16:34. The curse of Chryses, priest of Apollo, came on the Greeks by a plague in the camp for carrying away his daughter. Iliad 1. Tacitus reports that when the Romans attacked Anglesey, the grand seat of druidism in this country, both the druids and druidesses entered the combat; the latter with dishevelled hair, and torches in their hands, pouring anathemas on the invaders. Rome was indeed cursed on all sides for her cruelties and slaughters, and in the end those curses fell most heavily upon her when her own civil wars preyed on her vitals, and when the christian Goths stormed the imperial city in the year of Christ 435. A good man has nothing to fear from the curses of the wicked. The imprecations of Shimei fell not on David, but on his own head. Hence the superior doctrine of the christian religion: Bless, and curse not.

A servant of servants. The Hebrew idiom differs here from the English, in forming the superlative degree, which requires to be read, “The most servile of servants.” Slavery in all parts of Africa, and slavery out of Africa seems to attend the race of Ham.—Lord shorten those days, and hear the prayers of thy people.

REFLECTIONS.—CHAP. 8. AND 9.
When the whole world was corrupted, did God in this extraordinary way preserve the one righteous family? Then the multitude of the wicked shall not contribute to their safety, nor shall the small number of the righteous expose them to the least danger; and if piety is so dear to God, let us value it above every other consideration.

Noah built an altar to the Lord; hence we should, after deliverance from afflictions and troubles, as a first duty, kneel down and give glory to God. Devotion on these occasions is warmed and animated by fresh tokens of providence, and becomes peculiarly acceptable to God.

The Lord renewed his covenant with this patriarch, and modified it according to the existing circumstances. He does not indeed repeat the promise of the Woman’s Seed to bruise the serpent’s head; that stood like a rock through all succeeding ages, and was implied in the sacrifices; but he enforced anew the moral precepts, because it was proper to secure his own glory, and to restrain the depravity of man by awarding death to crimes; these precepts, the Jews affirm, were seven in number.

God promised Noah seedtime and harvest to the end of the world; and what is better, these temporal promises were shadows of spiritual and eternal good to those who sincerely embraced the covenant. Hence we see the faithfulness of God. He has not destroyed us by water, nor has the harvest at any time failed, except in cases of temporary famine, which he sends to remind us of our sins: hence also we should look for a double portion, a little of earth and a little of heaven.

But did Noah after all plant a vineyard, and was he once overtaken with intoxication; though from his long life of nine hundred and fifty years, and from the high favours of God towards him, we may infer that he was a patriarch of the strictest temperance; then let aged christians and aged ministers learn to preserve in old age the glory of early piety. This one sin was complicated: it led to Ham’s sin, and brought the curse of servitude on his posterity. Dr. Jenkins, in his Reasonableness of the Christian religion, has brought sufficient evidence from the scriptures and from pagan authors to prove, that the Africans, whom all nations have afflicted with slavery, are the descendants of Ham, or of Cush, his eldest son. Whenever we have the calamity to hear of a defect in a father, or an elder, let us, animated with the filial piety of Shem and Japhet, take a mantle of love, and cover it for once, that a blessing may come upon us, and that the silent and secret tears of repentance may so far purge it that it shall never be repeated.

Was the bow fixed in the clouds from the beginning, though now adopted as the pledge of the covenant, just as circumcision, and as bread and wine in the Lord’s supper were afterwards adopted as signs of the same covenant; then objects of sense, when divinely appointed, may aid our faith. Yea all nature should remind us of the fidelity of God, and prompt us to constancy in religion, and unshaken confidence in the dark and cloudy day. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-32
Genesis 10:2. The sons of Japhet were Gomer, &c. Japhet is the Iapetos of the Greeks. His blessing Niphtha occasioned him to be called Neptune by the Greeks. Gomer, the father of the Galatinians, or Galatians. Magog, father of the Scythians, north of the Euxine. Ezekiel 38:15. Madai, father of the Medes. Javan, the Prometheus of the Greeks; and Janus, father of the Ionians. Tubal, father of the Iberians, or ancient Spaniards, and others north of the Mediterranean sea. Meshech, father of the Moscovites, called Moschenos, Moschicos, Moschini, Mossyni, &c. Tiras, father of the Thracians, as all critics agree, for his name is evidently the primitive of the names of many towns and rivers.

Genesis 10:3. The sons of Gomer, Ashkenaz, or Ascenaz, father of the Esclavonians, or the Ascanii, who found their way in the east of Germany. Riphath, or Diphath, (1 Chronicles 1:6) father of the Paphlagonians, who inhabited Pontus and Bithynia. Togarmah, father of the Tygramenians, or the Turks, 

Genesis 10:4. The sons of Javan, Elishah, father of the Greek tribes, generally called Hellenists, who inhabited Achaia, &c. From them arose many names of persons, as Helen; of towns, as Eleusis, Elis; and the country Peloponnesus. Tarshish, father of the Tharsenians; hence Tarsis, a city of Cilicia. This name is often rendered by the LXX Carthage, as Isaiah 23:6. Jonah took a ship, it is more likely, to Carthage than to Tarsis. We cannot deny that the first settlers in Cadiz might give the name of Tartessus, from the same father of a race who delighted in the seas. Kittim, or Chittim, father of the Cittii, Cretians, Cyprians, &c. Dodanim, or Rhodamis, (1 Chronicles 1:7) father of the Rhodians; hence the names of cities, Rhodano and Dodano.

Genesis 10:6. The sons of Ham, Cham, or Jupiter Hammon, the Cronus of the Greeks, were Cush, the Coum of the Greeks, the father of the Ethiopians and Abyssinians. It pleased God, whose works are various, to change the colour of his skin to black. Mizraim, or Misor of Sanchoniatho, and Osiris, worshipped in Egypt, was father of the Egyptians; the word is plural, and refers to his posterity. Egypt is called Masor. Isaiah 19:7. Micah 7:12. And the capital of Egypt was called Messri by the Egyptians, Memphis by the Greeks, and Noph by the Hebrews. This change of the letters is common in ancient names, as Vulcan for Tubal Cain. Phut, father of the Lybians, and Mauritanians; that is, the country of the blacks. Many names of towns and rivers are derived from this primitive, as Pharsi, and Fez, &c. Canaan, father of the Canaanites. The word, applied to his posterity, no doubt designates a merchant. He is the Mercury of pagan fable.

Genesis 10:7. The sons of Cush; Saba, father of the Sabeans, who took Job’s oxen. They inhabited the south of Arabia, or the desert. Havilah, who gave his name to Ophir or Africa, the land where there is much gold. To place this patriarch near the Sabeans is without support; yet many make the Pison to be the Ganges, and place Havilah near the sources of that river.

Genesis 10:8. Nimrod; that is, tyrant, revolter, rebel. A giant, as the LXX read; a man who formed designs of empire, by the subjugation of other tribes. He is generally regarded as the father of Ninus, and as having been worshipped under the name of Baal. But this idea does not seem to accord with a prophecy in the Voluspa, a northern poem of very high antiquity, which says, “Balthur shall come, and dwell with Hauthur in Thropt’s abode.”

Genesis 10:10. Erech. The kingdom connected with this city, was called Irak by the Arabians, or Iran, as in Sir William Jones’s sixth discourse before the Society of Calcutta. Parthia, now Persia, afterwards obtained as the name of the whole country.

Genesis 10:11. Asshur, from whom the Assyrians derived their name.

Genesis 10:22. Arphaxad, generally reputed to be father of the Chaldeans. Elam, father of the Elamites or Persians. Lud, (or Ludim, a people) father of the Lydians. Aram, father of the Armenians.

Genesis 10:24. Heber, thought to be a patriarch of great worth, and from him, as a paternal honour, the Hebrews derive their name.

Genesis 10:25. Peleg פלג Palag, he divided. Usher, as in our Bible, places his birth in the 102nd year after the flood. As he was the fifth from Noah, and as the first four post-diluvian fathers cannot be supposed to marry till they were fifty years of age, though Peleg married at thirty, his birth may be placed in the year 200 or 250. He lived to the age of 239. At what year of his age the event happened, and from which he received his surname, is not said: perhaps about 400 years after Noah left the ark: Helvicus thinks 500. What the division of the earth means we are not told, except by the rabbins, that it was a division of the earth by lot among the descendents of Noah, at the head of which was a princely patriarch. But Noah had already given Asia to Shem, Europe to Japhet, and Africa to Ham, and Canaan’s family had settled in Palestine on the road, a land which according to Noah’s will, was not theirs.—But the name is applied to a divided fountain or waters, as well as to divided lands.

Now, we know that there was an inundation of the sea on the lower marshes, which drowned king Ogyges at Thebes. From this inundation to the first Greek olympiade Eusebius reckons above 1020 years. Præp. Genesis 10:10. Our miners also inform us, that there is a rent across the county of Durham, in which one side of the earth has subsided 120 yards. Bailey’s Hist. Mr. Whitehurst has given us plates of the strata at Chatsworth in Derbyshire, in which there is a subsidence of all the strata of lias, toadstone, and coal, for the like space of 120 yards. Dr. Price states the like subsidence of one side in Cornwall for 38 yards. This event probably proceeded from the bursting of the earth by subterranean fires, which drove the winds and waves to fury. De Lisle found trees near Thorne, from 12 to 14 feet thick towards the roots. The tides, still warping up their estuaries, have covered the bog-timber in some places to the depth of 10 or 20 feet. Thus in all the marshes of America, as well as in Europe, trees are found, and largely mixed with the horns and bones of herbivorous animals. The body of a woman, with antique sandals on her feet, was dug up at the Isle of Axholme near Epworth. Many papers in the Royal Society, as well as the assent of Dr. Edward Clarke, our accredited traveller in the East, perfectly coincide with this account of the Ogygian inundation. See more, Genesis 47:25. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-32
Genesis 11:1. One language or lip. These words are to be literally understood, because it is added, God confounded their language. There has been a long and unavailing dispute whether the Chaldaic, the Hebrew, or the Arabic was the most ancient language. But since the oriental languages were studied, this subject has been discussed with more success. Epiphanius, a bishop of the fourth age, wrote in five languages, and he gives the name of dialects, not distinct languages, to the families whose tongue God confused. The learned Professor Ihre of Sweden has proved, that the Gothic, the Hebrew, and the Persic had one origin, the radicals of innumerable words being the same. Our Sir William Jones, (discourse 6.) affirms that all the languages of India have descended from the language once spoken in the empire of Iran, which the French write Irak or Erech, Genesis 10.; that is, Persia. The Greek, the Gothic, the Latin, the Irish, the Welsh, have one origin, for in all the numerals, one, two, three are the same, and are scarcely varied in spelling. If we had records of the old Greek before the schools altered it, the coincidence between the Gothic and the Greek would be yet more striking. Our missionaries in Ceylon have found a long list of words which have at least one radical letter or more remaining, of the Hebrew and the English. The doctrine of Moses is therefore established beyond dispute, that the whole world had one origin, and one tongue. The confusion at Babel was but a variation of dialect and names, as is wittily described by Du Bartus, a French poet translated by Sylvester, and quoted here by John Trapp.

“Bring me, quoth one, a trowel quickly, quick 
One brings him up a hammer; 
hew this brick Another bids, and then they cleave a tree; 
Make fast this rope, and then they let it flee. 
One calls for plank, another mortar lacks; 
They bring the first a stone, the last an axe.”
Genesis 11:4. A tower, said to be 5164 paces high, and the circumference equal to the elevation. Heylin’s Geog. A circuitous road was made on the outside so broad that carrs could pass one another. This tower, or temple as it was afterwards called, was not finished, it would seem, till the reign of Semiramis, which Herodotus thus describes. “The temple of Jupiter Belus was in the city on the opposite side of the river (to that where the palace stood.) There was in the midst of the temple a tower, which was a furlong thick, and equal in height. Upon this tower was another, and then a third, and eight in all. It had a gradual ascent, and at each turn a recess, and a seat cut in the wall, where those who ascended might rest. In the last tower there was a chapel, &c.” Clio. Of the first tower Abydenus, as quoted by Origen and afterwards by Eusebius, speaks thus. “The first men were born of the earth, and of great bodily strength; and affecting great antiquity they built a tower of immense height, where Babylon is now situate. When they had raised it very high towards heaven, a great wind from the gods threw it down, and from its rude mass of ruins Babylon derives its name. Till that time men had all been of one language.” Præparat. Genesis 9:14.

From the above it is plain enough that the long-lived sires understood architecture, and consequently, geometry and the use of letters. Cadmus, as Pliny, lib. 5. c. 39, and others all agree: he adds, that the Pelasgians brought letters into Latium or Italy. lib. 8. c. 56. But the figure of the letters was long in a fluctuating state. In 1735, Placentinius published at Rome a work in 4to. entitled, Epitome Græcæ Palæographiæ, &c. in which the author from manuscripts and ancient stones exhibits near 300 figures of the 22 letters which now compose that alphabet.

This subject is much relieved by the Scandinavian society. In 1742, Sir Erick Biorner published at Stockholm, Cogitationes critico philologicæ de orthographia Linguæ Sveo Gothicæ, in which by fac similes of Runic stones, cut to promulgate laws, and to perpetuate the memory of expeditions, he proves that the Hebrew and the Gothic alphabets had an identity of origin. Many of the ancient letters are evidently the same; and where an apice, or a fulcrum is wanting, he supplies the supposed defect by a dotted line.

In 1781, Faciculus, or a collection of Latin tracts on Swedish antiquities, was published at Stockholm, in six volumes 8vo. edita a Car, Gjorwell, Biblioth. Regio. In this work, specimens of Swedish literature are exhibited, which refer to a very great antiquity. It is here asserted that Odin came from the river Tanais, or Tanaquisl, or Vanaquisl, now the Don; and that he brought letters with him, which Benzelius admits are very much like the old Greek alphabets in number, order, and power. He refers to a work, In Periculo Runico (pag. 29) ubi et schemata tam Ionicarum, quam Runicarum, exhibentur, in which a scheme of fac similes both Ionic and Runic is exhibited. He refers also to Memoires de litterature de l’ Academie des inscriptiones, tome 6. p. 616. He concludes that the alphabet used in the Scandinavian Runes, [mysteries] and on the stones, and sometimes on the contour clefts of Sweden, had emanated from a common fountain with the Cadmuan alphabet; and that those of Odin are found on monuments more ancient than those of Greece.—Tomus 1. Sect. 8.

Genesis 11:12. Arphaxad lived thirty five years and begat Salah. The Septuagint reads here, “Arphaxad lived one hundred and thirty five years and begat Cainan;—and Cainan lived one hundred and thirty five years and begat Salah.” Luke 3:36. The rabbins contend that Arphaxad and Cainan are only different names for the same patriarch, which has some appearance of truth from the exact number of 135 years, before Salah, the next princely patriarch was begotten. Yet the chronology of those ancient times cannot be reconciled with the Hebrew Scriptures. Moses in the ninetieth Psalm says, “Thou turnest man to destruction, and sayest, return ye children of men, for a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday.” Whereas the chronology of Usher, as in our bibles, gives but 898 years to the death of Moses. It were desirable that the Chaldaic and the Hebrew chronology could be reconciled perfectly; but as we have fragments only of the Babylonian empire in Ctesias Cnidius, Diodorus Siculus, Æmilius Sura, Castor, and Eusebius, neither Josephus, nor Afficanus, nor Eusebius, nor any of the moderns, as Petavius, Scaliger, Helvicus, Usher, nor Strauchius have been able to effectuate it. Diodorus says “The reinforcements of men sent by the Assyrians, under the command of Memnon, son of Tithon, to the Trojans, deserves also to be remembered here: for under the reign of Teutamus, the twentieth king after Ninyas, the son of Semiramis, who ruled over all Asia, the Greeks engaged in a war against the Trojans under their general Agamemnon, above a thousand years after the Assyrians had been masters of Asia. Eusebius makes the above circumstance a fixed era of his chronology, which is given in the following table, which harmonises Moses, as in the LXX.

	KINGS
	Years Reigned
	Scalinger’s Julian Period
	OF ASSYRIA AND EVENTS

	1. Belus
	60
	2357
	Nimrod, who reigned 62, or 65 years: the first king and builder of Babel.

	2. Ninus
	52
	2412
	who conquered most of Asia in 17 years, and built a statue to Belus; hence Baal the idol.— He crucified Pharnah king of the Medes, with his wife and children.

	3. Semiramis
	42
	2464
	who fought against the Bactrains like a


	
	
	
	soldier and conquered Medea.

	4. Ninyas
	38
	2506
	who attacked the Scythians in Mount Caucasus.

	5. Arius
	30
	2544
	

	6. Aralius
	40
	2574
	or Aranos.

	7. Xerxer, Balaius
	30
	2614
	

	8. Aramamithrus
	38
	2644
	

	9. Belochus
	35
	2682
	called Biloch

	10. Balaius
	52
	2717
	

	11. Altadus
	32
	2769
	called Sethos by Syncell, in whose reign the hanging gardens were erected.

	12.Mamythus
	30
	2801
	or Mamiathus.

	13. Mane, Ash
	28
	2831
	or Manchalaios who reigned 30 years.

	14. Sphaerus
	22
	2859
	or Itaspheros who reigned according to Callisthienes 20 years.

	15. Mamylus
	30
	2881
	or Mamythus

	16. Sparthaeus
	40
	2011
	

	17. Ascatades
	38
	2953
	

	18. Amyntes
	45
	2991
	Actosai or Atossa, a second Semiramis, flourished after the death of Amyntes.

	19. Belochus 2
	25
	3036
	dethroned by Baltetares governor of his gardens.

	20. Balatores
	30
	3061
	Baltetares or Bellepares.

	21. Lamprides
	30
	3091
	

	22. Sosares
	20
	3121
	called Pesares.

	23. Lampraes
	30
	3141
	called Lamparos.

	24. Panyas
	40
	3171
	called Pannios.

	25. Sosarmos
	22
	3216
	surnamed Zeos, that is, god, by adulation.

	26. Mithraeus
	27
	3258
	Memmon of gigantic stature born.

	27. Teutamu
	32
	3285
	who sent 10,000 Ethiopians to assist Priam against the Greeks. Diodorus 2. c. 17. Troy was taken in the 22nd year of Mnesteus king of Athens.

	28. Teutaeus
	44
	3317
	called Eutaios. Tyncelle adds here four kings omitted by Eusebius, which occasions a difference of 116 years between Eusebius and Africanus.

	29. Thinnaeus
	30
	3523
	

	30. Dercylus
	40
	3553
	

	31. Eupacmes
	38
	3593
	or Eupalos.


	32. Lausthenes
	45
	3631
	

	33. Pyritiades
	30
	3676
	

	34. Ophrataeus
	21
	3706
	

	35. Ephachares
	52
	3727
	or Ophratenes.

	36. Ocrazeres
	42
	3779
	or Acrazapes, or Acracarnes.

	37. Sardanapalus
	19
	3821
	or Tonos Concoleros; Arbactus governor of Medea revolted, and after some years of

	The years are
	1300
	3841
	war Nineveh was taken in the 29th year of king Josiah. Thus Eusebius agrees with Justin, that the Assyrian Empire continued 1300 years, which, allowing for the uncertainty of the times, agrees in the main with Moses.


Genesis 11:28. Haran died—in Ur of the Chaldees. St. Jerome says that Abraham set fire to the house of the idols, and that Haran perished in the flames while endeavouring to save his gods. The name of Ur, meaning fire, is probably a surname given to Haran, like that of Peleg, because he worshipped fire. The Lord did indeed accept offerings by fire from heaven, but it argued the most vain and foolish imagination in the magi to worship fire, as in the Egyptians to worship a bull. On this subject Herodotus says in Thalia, “The Persians account fire to be a god; and for that reason neither the Persians nor the Egyptians burn the bodies of the dead, but salt and embalm them, lest they should be eaten of worms.” This worship is still kept up. In the year 1818 Mr. Homer, missionary at Bombay, attended the festival of fire worship, fifty miles from Bombay, which is celebrated in the woods every four years, and continues for the space of five days. About fifty thousand people assembled. They dug holes in the earth to admit the air, and kindled over them large fires; and having hung the branches of trees with lamps, they commenced singing, dancing, and drinking; and it is awful to add, both sexes, from ten to seventy years of age, indulged in undisguised shame.

Genesis 11:31. They came to Haran, a town so called from the patriarch, as also the river on whose shores he had lived.

REFLECTIONS.
We have here the second general and gradual apostasy of the human race, as descended from Noah, by pride, tyranny, and idolatry. The first acts of idolatry consisted in worshipping the hosts of heaven, as is stated by Eusebius. The sun in Hebrew is called shemesh, because he is the servant of God in administering equal light in the year to all the earth: and, no doubt, to teach mankind that they ought not to worship the servant but the Master who made the sun. The second acts of idolatry, according to Epiphanius, were to make household gods, the feigned likenesses of the angels who had appeared to the fathers. The third, and worst influx was, according to St. Paul, “When they knew God,” by the covenant of Noah and by the creation, “they did not like to retain his holy religion, but likened the Godhead to birds, and beasts, and creeping things; for which cause God gave them up to vile affections.” The fourth was that of the priests, in writing the Theogony of those gods, six thousand in number, as old Hesiod has done, and so to confirm the corruption by theological science. For this reason, the Hebrew Scriptures very often designate idolatry by “walking in the imagination of the heart;” or as our Saviour says, “Ye worship ye know not what;” idolatry having no foundation but in the imagination of the priests, who ought to have been the guardians of religion. We cannot pay even a secondary homage to the statue of any creature without attributing omnipresence to that creature, and by putting the world under its care. Yet we must own, that the grand enemy deceived those men by a notion that the Divinity himself was present in their statues and their temples.

On seeing the proud tower which reached the clouds, and the builders crushed beneath its ruins, pause, oh my soul, to utter thy feelings in tragic contemplations. Were the builders of Babel confounded for their pride and false glory, in wishing to exalt their name? And how many ambitious men have ruined themselves in the same way! Had they remained quiet in private life, what faction, strife and war they might have avoided; and how often have they been hurled from the summit of their grandeur to exile and misery!—Was Babel, or Babylon, the seat of idolatry and tyranny? Then it was the more expressive figure of the papal power, and of antichristian idolatry; and God shall destroy the empire of the latter, as he has overthrown that of the former.—But did wickedness so soon break out again in the new generation? We see then how deep is the natural depravity of man: it is a fountain in every age rushing forth in bitter streams. We see how soon men forget the judgments of God; and how awfully just it is that heaven should often repeat its blows.—Did God mock and confound those proud men who raised their tower to the skies? Then let the pharisee learn how vain are all his efforts to reach heaven by his own works. The house built on the sand will fall in the day of tempest. There is no entrance into heaven but by Jesus Christ, who is gone before to prepare us a place.—Did the seventy-two great families after their dispersion retain their habits of pastoral life, their acquaintance with poetry and music, and their religious customs? Then they afford us proof of divine revelation. The difference of their tongues was not effectuated either by conquest or civil compact, but by divine interposition. The origin of nations, the building of cities, and the progress of the arts, prove that the world in its present state has not existed long. In this view they all corroborate the truth of the inspired writer. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-20
Genesis 12:1. Had said. The God of glory appeared to Abraham, and enjoined him to leave his idolatrous country. Joshua 24:2. Acts 7:3.

Genesis 12:2. I will make of thee a great nation, yea many nations. All these are princely benedictions, conferring sovereignty, and adding a curse on the head of him who dare to rebel. Genesis 27:29.

Genesis 12:6. The Canaanite was then in the land. Abraham did not wander like other patriarchs to a vacant country, but to a land already occupied by the children of Canaan. Africa was their lot, as descendants of Ham; but they had stopped on the road in the best of all lands.

Genesis 12:7. The Lord appeared to Abram; the Messiah, as Angel, realized his personal presence. The religion of the whole primitive world is founded on the appearances of God, or Messiah, the Angel to man. In the tenth conference of the Danish missionaries with a brahmin, when they pressed him with the different figures of his idols, he replied; “Our God has appeared eleven times, and in one place he is made as he appeared at one time, and in another place as he appeared at another time.”—The Egyptians have the same traditions of their Osiris. The Greeks in the Iliad of Homer, and in the Theogony of Hesiod, and in their poets, abound with the same traditions. Our Gothic fathers, in the poem Voluspa, amused their long evenings with runes or mysteries of religion. These runes formed the Edda, or code of instruction to posterity. All antiquity is coincident with the assertion of St. Paul, that “God at sundry times and in divers manners spake in times past to the fathers.” Hebrews 1:1.—Thy seed. St. Paul, who read the scriptures with an eagle’s eye, says, that God spake in the singular number, not of many but of One; that is, of Christ. This was the first promise, and highest favour of God to man; to Abraham, to Judah, and to David. Chap. Genesis 49 :2 Samuel 7. The Messiah was from the beginning the hope, the rock and protection of his saints, in all the weary years of their pilgrimage. They kept him ever before their eyes as the dawn of future day.

Genesis 12:8. And there (in Sichem) he built an altar to the Lord, and by faith took possession of the land, and near the place where the Hebrews crossed the Jordan.

Genesis 12:10. Egypt. The famine compelled Abraham to seek shelter there. Josephus quotes an ancient author to say, that he taught the Egyptians Astrology and Arithmetic. These sciences passed from Chaldea into Egypt, and from Egypt into Greece.

Genesis 12:13. My sister. She was his uncle Nahor’s daughter; but that circumstance is scarce a mitigation of Abraham’s fault. The fear of man bringeth a snare, and often leadeth into sin. He doubted of God’s promised protection; but it was at a time when sorely pressed with famine.

CHAPTER 12
The Jews are uniform in asserting, that Abraham suffered persecution for disputing with the Chaldeans concerning the being and perfections of God, and against idolatry. He being, in fact, almost the only man who fully adhered to the covenant made with Adam, and renewed with Noah, God was pleased to call him to be the father of the promised Seed, and very much to leave the gentiles to their own way, and to their corrupt devotion.

REFLECTIONS.
The call of Abraham forms one of the most important events in the annals of the church. God who had saved the family of Noah from the wickedness of the old world, now separated the Hebrew family from those who served other gods beyond the Euphrates: else it is likely that they also would have been borne away with the prevailing torrent of carnal charms, ever attendant on idol-worship. The Almighty had higher designations in the call of this patriarch. These were to show the world the superior happiness of a nation which remain in the covenant, and in the pure worship of God; to open a way for the conversion of proselytes; to call a people to preserve his oracles, the glory of the ritual law, and to prepare the way for the coming and kingdom of the Messiah, the diffusion of the gospel law, and the conversion of the gentile world.

Every sinner, in a moral view, is called like Abraham to leave his country, his kindred, and his father’s house. When our friends and relatives fear not God, he says, come out from among them, be ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you.

Like this patriarch we are all called to seek a heavenly Canaan, not yet seen indeed, but promised. God will show it unto us on our approach: and this high and holy calling is rational, for the fashion of this world passeth away. God supported his weak faith by a suitable series of promises, that he should be the father of the promised Seed, of a great nation, and in fact, the father of the faithful in all ages of the church. Just so does God support the christian pilgrim. He will establish with him and his children the exceeding great and precious promises of the New Covenant; he will bless all his friends and benefactors, and curse and confound all his impenitent foes.

The world would no doubt exclaim against Abraham’s folly, and augur his ruin; and they are apt to do the same concerning men who enter on a religious course, and seek the happiness of heaven. But let the faithfulness of God to Abraham encourage us to persevere.

He received these promises in uncircumcision, but he believed God, and it was reckoned to him for righteousness. Venture then sinner on this promised Saviour, and you shall now be accepted as righteous by faith only, for faith is the first condition of the covenant. On embracing Christ you are justified by his blood, and accepted in his person. You are then accounted righteous through Christ, and have a full title to eternal life.

Abraham’s faith was afterwards made perfect by works. View him leaving his country, venturing among strangers, and resting on the promises alone. He neither built a city, nor returned in the time of famine and persecution; but fixed his heart, his stedfast heart on a better country. Brethren, let us follow his example, and let us not fail to bring our families with us as he did; for the promises are made to us and our children. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-18
Genesis 13:2. Very rich. Here is another proof of God’s fidelity in fulfilling his promises to Abraham. This has often been the lot of faithful men.

Genesis 13:9. Separate thyself. Generous actions excite generous sentiments. “Aristippus being angry with Æshines sent for him, and said, You are aware that I, as the elder, might exercise a compulsive power. True, replied Æshines, I am indeed the cause of the quarrel, and you are the author of friendship.”

Genesis 13:10. The garden of the Lord. Augustine thinks this text a full proof that Eden was not a spiritual, but a real terrestrial abode. Isaiah 41:3. Lot chose the plain irrigated by the Jordan; and having little regard to religion in this instance, he lost all he had by disastrous events. He should have left the choice to his uncle, and counselled with the Lord.

Genesis 13:18. Plain of Mamre. Hebrews אלון ailon is rendered δρυς oak, by the LXX. So chap. 12., the oak, grove, or holt of Moreh. So 9:6; the oak of the pillar which was in Sichem. Jerome does not appear to be supported in rendering this word “plain,” though followed by many versions. Mamre, the name of some Amorite, as Genesis 14:24, who had given his name to the country, as was the ancient custom of men. Psalms 49:11.

REFLECTIONS.
Abraham, after the famine was over, hasted out of Egypt to the land of his pilgrimage; and his first object was, to go to the place of the altar, and thank the Lord for his preservation. Devotion, after deliverance from great afflictions, is peculiarly seasonable, and a debt we owe to God. In the quarrel which happened between the herdsmen, Abraham acted towards Lot a condescending and generous part. When disputes arise between religious families, they are often so intemperately conducted as to occasion injury to their souls, and scandal to the cause of God. When envy and selfish passions are suffered to prevail, they destroy union of spirit and concord in the church. But when those evils do arise, they may, on the contrary, be so managed as to reflect very great honour on the christian character. Let them, like Abraham, make disinterested and liberal proposals, or refer the dispute to arbitration; and by acting ingenuously the souls of good men will, after an explanation, become the more united.

Abraham after becoming rich was not the less pious. He was neither haughty in spirit, nor extravagant in equipage, nor voluptuous in living. He still retained his simplicity of life. What a pattern for men whom providence has prospered in the world!

As guardian to Lot, his character is equally high. He received the dying charge of Haran, and executed it as unto God, who ever lives the orphan’s father, and the orphan’s friend. All tutors and guardians have here a perfect model for imitation.

But did Lot err? Was he his own master before he had acquired discretion? Was he attracted merely by the rich pasturage of the Jordan; and did he in the time of danger, instead of trusting in the promise, seek refuge in Sodom? Ah, worldly prudence may serve our interests for the moment; but it is often followed with disappointment and shame. One false step may be the total ruin of a whole family.

After Lot’s separation, the Lord once more met Abraham in sacrifice, and renewed the covenant, promising also that as the dust of the earth, and as the stars of heaven are innumerable, so he would make his posterity. It is thus that christian families, before and after remarkable changes in their houses, should meet with God at the throne of grace in extraordinary devotion. The Lord will accept their offering, and crown it with new promises and abundant blessings. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-24
Genesis 14:1. Amraphel king of Shinar, the plain on which Babylon was built. The Hebrew melech, everywhere translated king, is equivalent, according to the Gothic etymon of the same word, to a fighting chief; hence, mell, maul, mallet, to meddle. Every city had its king, who walled his town for safety and defence. Our Saxon fathers formed bournes, and built towns when they became more settled; hence Cranbourne, Blackburn, &c. These kings were only viceroys, and probably acting under Semiramis, whose husband Ninus might have vanquished all the country fourteen years before.

Genesis 14:5. The Rephaims, and the Emims, Deuteronomy 2:10, are the giants or titanes, Genesis 6:4, Job 25:4; where the dead or rephaim are said to be under the water. This is the first war expressly mentioned in sacred history; but Sodom had previously been invaded by this prince, so that the horrors of war was no novel occurrence. God now gave those wicked cities a second stroke; but not repenting, they were by the third utterly consumed. The king of Elam would plead the equity of his cause, because the kings of the plain had violated faith; and Abraham could justly plead the duty of rescuing his nephew.

Genesis 14:7. En-mishpat, the fountain of judgment in Kadesh, where the Israelites received their sentence to die in the wilderness; and where Moses and Aaron afterwards received their sentence. Numbers 14:21.— Amalekites, the descendants of Amalek, grandson of Esau by a concubine; an ill-educated, wicked and bloody race. Genesis 36:12. Exodus 17:8. Numbers 24:20. Deuteronomy 25:17. 1 Samuel 15:2.

Genesis 14:14. He armed. If in Abraham’s camp three hundred and eighteen of the younger men could bear arms, there could not be less than two thousand souls; so greatly had the Lord prospered him in his pilgrimage.

Genesis 14:15. Smote them. These wicked kings had just reached home, covered with guilt and loaded with spoil. About to thank their gods for aiding their cause, vengeance came upon them in the dead of night. The victorious plead the aids of heaven; and when the vanquished become victorious, they also make the same plea. The fact is, God was against both the Assyrians and the Sodomites, and made the one a dreadful scourge to the other. 

Genesis 14:18. Melchizedek. The Jews seem uniform in their assertions, that this princely patriarch is Shem, and that Salem is Jerusalem. He was surnamed Sydic by the Greeks, because of his piety.—Bread and wine. A rich repast, commemorative of a victory which faintly shadowed forth the future conquests of Abraham’s spiritual seed.

Genesis 14:19. Blessed him. It was usual to confer new benedictions after illustrious deeds. Noah blessed Shem and Japhet for their filial reverence. Phinehas obtained the conditional promise of a perpetual priesthood, for slaying the impudent prince who had brought a Midian woman to his tent. This action of Abraham was among the most illustrious deeds of the ancients. Having only a handful of men he fell upon the allied kings by night; and the terrors of God falling on the guilty conscience of the invading bands, completed the panic. Thus Abraham, covered with the divine shield, not only recovered what was lost, but liberated all the country. Blessings conferred in this patriarchal manner were always regarded as seals of the covenant; while curses, on the contrary, were inflicted to cut off, for a time at least, egregious offenders, from those hallowed claims.

Genesis 14:20. Tithes of all. Not of Abraham’s cattle and riches, but of the spoil taken in war. Cyrus was a prince remarkable for devoting the tenth of his spoils to the service of religion.

REFLECTIONS.
Have you, sinner, received from God, like Sodom, a double stroke of affliction, and a double warning to repentance? Remember that God may come the third time in good earnest. It is the extreme of folly and infatuation to trifle with his judgments. If Abraham once saved Sodom for Lot’s sake, remember, he was not able to save it in the day of God’s anger.

In the venerable Melchizedek we have a striking figure of Jesus Christ. His name, the King of Righteousness, is highly expressive of the equity of our Saviour’s reign. His being King of Salem, or of peace, adumbrates the peaceful kingdom of Christ in the soul, and in all the earth. His parentage and death not being named, as is usual with other kings, indicates the eternal Godhead of Christ, having existed from everlasting, without beginning of days or end of life. No successor being named, Melchizedek’s priesthood prefigured the unchangeable priesthood of Christ at the right hand of God. Let us then approach him with all our sins and infirmities, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for us.

Did Abraham refuse for himself to take so much as a shoe-latchet of the plundered spoil; and did he account the increase of his cattle and the fertility of the earth, sufficient resources of wealth? Then let men be content with their hereditary endowments, and with the lawful gains of their calling; for all extortion and fraud, all bribes and gifts of corruption will corrode the conscience, and testify against them in the day of the Lord.

Though the Lord called Abraham from among idolators, he left not himself without other witnesses in the earth. The king of Salem, and Job, and Jethro, were all servants of the most high God, according to the covenant and worship of Noah. The high calling and privileges of one man did not exclude others from acceptance with their Maker. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-21
Genesis 15:1. The Word of the Lord—the glorious person of the Messiah, the Angel of the covenant, came in his own name, Jehovah, God. He came with the full powers of future ages in his hand; the power to cause nations to descend from two persons, Abraham and Sarah, who were as good as dead. He came in after ages and spake to the prophets, to Moses, to Samuel, and the rest, talking, reasoning, and expostulating with them. He is the WORD made flesh, and so called because he spake to man. The objects of God’s appearance to man were worthy of his special interposition; it was to support Abraham with promises, against invasion and war; to renew the covenant, whose blessings are here called the “exceeding great reward,” not of debt, but of grace. The mythology of all nations is agreed, that God really spake to the first fathers of the human kind.

Genesis 15:6. Abram believed in the Lord, and the Lord was graciously pleased to account this full consent of heart for righteousness. The exposition of St. Paul is, that by faith he became heir of the righteousness of faith, or the righteousness which is of God by faith; that is, all the blessings of the Messiah’s kingdom; the righteousness which God should rain down from heaven, the gift of Christ, with pardon, adoption, and eternal life. Thus Abraham was justified by faith only; but the perfection of his faith was demonstrated by works, when he had offered up Isaac his son.

Genesis 15:9. Take me a heifer of three years old. The Jews paid great attention to this sacrifice. The young cow, then in the perfection of its nature, was a whole burnt-offering for the expiation of original and actual sin. The goat took away the daily sin. The ram, partly ate, and partly burned, was, with the dove, a peace-offering. This is a full oblation; for God, on this disclosure of futurity, would not be approached with a defective sacrifice.

Genesis 15:10. Divided. It was a custom among the Chaldeans, and also among the Greeks, to divide the pieces of the victims and pass between them, when they made a covenant, and when they purified an army. Israel did so at Horeb. Jeremiah 34:18. And in the present instance the Lord himself passed between the parts; and by this solemn act men consented to be cut in pieces like the victims, if they should ever violate the covenant.

Genesis 15:13. Four hundred years. These are reckoned from the birth of Isaac. Thence to the birth of Jacob — 60 years to Jacob’s going into Egypt — 130 to the death of Jacob — 17 to the death of Joseph — 53 to the birth of Moses — 90 to the exodus from Egypt — 80 Total — 430 years.

Genesis 15:15. Thou shalt go. Abraham’s going to his fathers is here distinguished from his being buried; and as his body was not interred in the sepulchre of his fathers, the text must imply that his soul should be associated with them in paradise. Here then is a promise of life and immortality, which was afterwards fully demonstrated by our Lord’s resurrection from the dead, and ascension to glory.

Genesis 15:16. Not yet full. Our Saviour said to the Jews, Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. Matthew 23:32. The Assyrian empire was weighed in the balances; her years were numbered, and her power finished. Daniel 5:27. Divine justice is administered by counsel, by weight, and by measure: the day of the wicked is sure to come.

Genesis 15:18. The land being promised to Abraham, from the Nile to the Euphrates, is thought by Irenæus to be a prediction of the spiritual seed, in the glorious millenium. Lib. 5. cap. 32. Others fix Sichor as the boundary of the promised land. Isaiah 27:12-13.

Genesis 15:19. The Cadmonites. “Of this race was Cadmus, if not the Cadmus of Moses, who came from Phœnicia into Greece, and brought with him the greek alphabet of sixteen letters. He and his wife Hermione, are made by pagan fable to be turned into serpents, emblems of immortality. The name Hevaeus, Hivite in scripture, Cadmonite, comes from snake, in Hebrew. Cadmus was son of Agenor, a descendant of Canaan, son of Ham, whom the Greeks call Agenor, and Mercury their deity, from his commencement of the trade of a merchant. Europa, daughter of Agenor, is said to have been carried away to Crete by Jupiter; and from her the name of Europe is derived.” Dr. Stukeley’s Palæographia Sacra.
Genesis 15:20. The Hittite. See Note, Ezekiel 16:3. The orthography which terminates in ite is injudicious. 

REFLECTIONS.
Was Abraham discouraged after vanquishing the Assyrian kings, as much as Elijah was dispirited, after slaying the prophets of Baal? Perhaps he expected the Assyrians to return, as Elijah expected a second exile from Jezebel’s oath. God therefore promised to be his shield against all his foes, and his exceeding great reward. Good men have sometimes moments of weakness and fear. One is tempted, another is low-spirited in the day of trouble. But God supports them with promises, which at all times are great and precious; and doubly so when seasonably applied to the mind by the Holy Spirit. Let us hold fast every promise which comes to the mind, and by so doing we honour the faithful God, and anticipate our salvation and eternal joy.

Was Abraham discouraged because he had no son? God approached him in the moment of trouble, for he is often nearest when we think him negligent of our cause. But how awful, how sanctifying is God’s approach to man! He purges his sin with a full oblation, he draws near in volumes of fire, smoke and flame, to covenant with a worm: the terrors of vision seize the affrighted soul of the patriarch, and futurity stands disclosed. How great is the pity and condescension of God to the weakness of man! He seems to indulge us in the time of weakness and temptation beyond what he has promised. Oh that our hearts might never more distrust his care.

Did God on this occasion renew and enlarge his promises? Then every man who ventures on those promises to seek a better country may expect support and help from God equal to his day. He will applain our path as we proceed; he will unfold new prospects of his grace, and gently lead us by the hand.

But did God assign a reason for his delay? Ah, yes: and an awful reason too. The iniquity of the Amorite is not yet full. And does he measure the iniquity of men, and of nations? He does; and when that measure is full he will suddenly mete out their punishment: and it shall be the heavier for being long delayed. What an argument to speedy repentance! What an argument of terror and alarm, that the sinner may remember and turn to the Lord; lest going on secure in his sins, vengeance should come upon him in an hour when he is not aware. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-16
Genesis 16:1. God had promised Abraham a son, but had not said that he should be born of Sarah. Hence his wife having no hope in herself, almost compelled him to receive Hagar to his bed, not considering the painful consequences likely to ensue.

Genesis 16:2. I may obtain children by her. It being a customary law that a patriarch must have children, a dotal maid was often given with the bride, that in case of failure of issue, the maid might bear children for her mistress. Pharaoh, it is presumed, had given this maid to Sarah as an apology for his error in having designs against the wife of the princely stranger.

Genesis 16:7. The angel of the Lord found her by a fountain. The Messiah, who here reveals the secrets of providence with regard to the Ishmaelites in future ages, receives from Hagar the appellation of God, and divine worship. He spake to her, as he had done to Abraham; “I will multiply thy seed.” The angel even dictated the name of Ishmael; that is, heard of God, to certify to Hagar that her prayer was heard.

Genesis 16:9. Return to thy mistress. God, who is here for the first time called an Angel, addresses Hagar as a servant, and not as the second wife of Abraham. God indeed has often blessed the children of concubines, but good coming out of evil does not diminish the fault.

Genesis 16:12. His hand will be against every man. In Ishmael’s race, or rather, in the Arabians or Saracens, this prophecy has been strikingly accomplished. No candid man who reads the history of that nation, can refuse assent to its truth. Follow them in the bloody career of conquest, cruelty, and tyranny to the Mogul empire, through all India, through Ethiopia and the isles, and in all the richer districts of western Africa. See them scourge the Arian church to the gates of Vienna. Alas, and is this natural religion!

Genesis 16:13. Have I here also looked after him that seeth me? This place is difficult to translate. The LXX read, I have seen him plainly who appeared to me: Jehovah the Angel. Others turn it, that she saw the backward parts of the Angel, as Moses, Exodus 33. Our Dr. Lightfoot’s reading is preferable. Thou art a God of vision; for she said, did I here also look for a vision? The name of the well called Beer-lahai-roi, or “well where I plainly saw him,” apparently confirms the reading of the Seventy. This well, and indeed all other places where God had appeared to cheer and encourage his servants, by enlarging the promises of the covenant, became favourite retreats, and places where the patriarchs often worshipped. Isaac dwelt near this well, and Jacob built an altar at Bethel.

Genesis 16:15. Abram called his name Ishmael; that is, God heard thy affliction, and helped and saved thee: Hagar therefore gave thanks to God.

REFLECTIONS.
Was Sarah barren; and did she attribute her situation to the restraining hand of God? Let all christian families, so circumstanced, learn to ascribe the lack of children to the same cause. By submission to his wise and holy will, he can give them a name and a blessing better than the enjoyment of children, who sometimes prove the greatest crosses to their parents.

Was Sarah a woman so distinguished for her beauty, that two kings endeavoured to obtain her for a wife; and did the Lord see it meet to check all propensity to glory in her beauty, by the recollection of her barrenness? We see then the wise and gracious hand of God in directing our crosses to a sanctified end. The Lord in all his chastisements seeks our good.

Did Hagar, after conception, suffer herself to be elated with the idea that she should now be the favourite wife of the patriarch, and that her child should be the heir of all his wealth? Let the sinner learn not to be exalted in the day of prosperity, for in one moment our empty boasting may receive a blast. Self-knowledge is the most useful study for a man flattered by the world. He should ever remember that he is but sinful dust, and should never exalt himself in his own sufficiency, lest the wicked deride him in his fall.

Did Hagar also behave with insolence to her mistress, who had been the cause of her elevation? Let us learn to be grateful to our benefactors, though their motives may not have been altogether pure in doing us good: for ingratitude is a sin which God has often punished with the strongest marks of abhorrence.

Did the Lord, notwithstanding, approach this woman when she fled from her mistress; and give her counsel and comfort in the day of trouble? Then let all strangers, exiles, and wanderers, yea all families in like circumstances, be careful to take no rash and hasty steps. Let them seek God by weeping and supplication, and he will surely guide them in the way they ought to go. It is better for a servant who may find himself harshly treated, patiently to suffer a little, and especially when he is faulty, than rashly to rush into greater calamities. But let the backslider also, who has wandered from God and his people, hear this voice which commanded Hagar immediately to return. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-27
Genesis 17:1. The Almighty God. The original word Shaddai is often rendered, All-sufficient. He is so called because he sheds down blessings as the rain.

Genesis 17:2. My covenant; so called because God gave it to Abraham, and is still mindful of it to confirm it forever to the faithful. Isaiah 51:6.

Genesis 17:3. Fell on his face. The exterior acts of worship were in general four.

(1) Prostration of the body to the ground.

(2) Bowing the head.

(3) Bowing the upper part of the body to the knees, and sometimes so much that the forehead touched the ground.

(4) Genuflections.

Genesis 17:5. Abram. Ab, father, and Ram, high, compounded his name before: but now Ham, multitude, was added. Abraham, according to the words of the covenant, signifies, a father of many nations.

Genesis 17:6. Exceedingly fruitful. The first blessing named was an immense progeny of nations; and Ishmael’s progeny alone seems more than those of Isaac. They are called Saracen’s, for Ishmael was born as Sarah’s son, and heir of the house, if Sarah had continued barren. The land of Canaan was promised as a possession: when God gives children, he also gives bread.

Genesis 17:10. Circumcised. To teach him that the concupiscence of the flesh must be mortified: yet who would ever have thought of imposing this bloody rite on infants, if God had not enforced it by a strong command?

Genesis 17:14. Cut off. This word, which will often occur, signifies, sometimes a judgment inflicted by God; sometimes the punishment of death inflicted by the magistrates, and sometimes excommunication from the congregation.

Genesis 17:15. Sarai, my princess; but Sarah imports, that she was to be the princess of all the great nations here promised to her husband.

Genesis 17:17. Abraham—laughed; that is, rejoiced and was glad to see the day of Christ, in the promise and birth of Isaac.

Genesis 17:18. Oh that Ishmael might live before thee. This was Abraham’s own spirit; but the Messiah must not descend in the line of Ishmael. 

Genesis 17:23. Their foreskin. The Jews put a silver pin through the projecting skin of the infant, so as to keep clear of the head of the penis; and then with a sharp knife passed behind the pin, took the prepuce clean away. This yoke is done away in Christ; but not the yoke to mortify the deeds of the flesh, and possess the body in sanctification and honour. Young men, says Polycarp, keep your flesh as the temple of God.

REFLECTIONS.
How solemn is the covenant here renewed and enlarged with the patriarch. God himself appeared, probably in the cloud, or shechinah of his glory. Abraham listens prostrated on the ground. Here is a covenant solemnly made by the strongest of affirmations to Abraham, and his seed; that is, in Jesus Christ to all who shall believe in him. How good is the Lord to give guilty man a covenant to allay his fears, and afford him strong consolation on flying for refuge to the hope set before him.

Here is the seal of the covenant, circumcision, indicating that being joined to the Lord by faith, we should mortify the deeds of the body, and serve him in newness of life. Those only are the circumcision, who worship God in the spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.

The Lord said to Abraham, be thou perfect. Hence he gives the grace of the covenant to believers, that being justified, they may also be sanctified by faith, and conformed to all his blessed and holy will. And the soul that is not so sanctified, but indulges in the lusts of the flesh, shall be cut off from his people.

This covenant was also established with Abraham’s children. The males were to be circumcised on the eighth day, and St. Paul has joined circumcision with baptism in the same verse. Ye were, he says to the Colossians, circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ. Buried with him by baptism. Hence the baptism of infants has obviously succeeded the ordinance of circumcision; and a child is surely benefited, in a covenant view, by being so solemnly devoted to God.

But did the circumcised father beget an uncircumcised son; just so does a regenerate father beget unregenerate children. Hence we see the effect of original sin; we derive a mortal body and a tainted mind from our parents. Hence also we must receive the grace of conversion from the second Adam, and be born again, or we cannot see the kingdom of God. Did Abraham and Sarah, on embracing this covenant, receive a new or an improved name? The Lord will do the same for every believer. He has promised to give the victorious soul the white stone of absolution, and in the stone a new name written which no man knoweth, save he that receiveth it. This covenant being all grace, grace, and enlarged in its promises every time that God renewed it with Abraham, shall daily be enlarged to us. May we have a heart grateful to receive it, and zealous to inculcate it on posterity, for the soul that is not purged with the blood of this covenant shall be cut off. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-33
Genesis 18:1. The plains, or the oak, of Mamre, which became a far-famed place, because of Abraham’s intercourse with the heavenly guests.

Genesis 18:2. Three men. The manners of the east, and the ancient rule of hospitality, are here exemplified. Strangers of rank and decency were often entertained as friends, while common travellers lodged in sheltered places of the streets. Genesis 19:2. 19:18. These visitors were standing over against him. When a traveller visits an Indian town of America, he sits down at a little distance till the men confer together, and come and invite him to some hut.—The three men were three angels, whom Abraham entertained unaware, one of whom was the Lord Christ, Malachi 3:1; which is a farther proof of his Godhead, and of the Holy Trinity. The christian fathers have laid great emphasis on this passage. The Council of Antioch urge it, with the corresponding history, very forcibly against Paulus Samosaten. “This Son of God,” say they, “personally distinct from the Father, appeared to Abraham at the oak of Mamre. He was one of the three in human form, with whom the patriarch conversed as with the universal Lord and Judge. He was the Lord who rained fire and brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah. He was his Father’s hallowed Agent, in his intercourse with the patriarchs. He is also the same person, distinguished by the several names of Angel of the divine Council, Angel of the Lord, and of God. Now assuredly it must imply the most horrid impiety and irreligion, to imagine that Moses would call any angelic power Ton Theon ton olon, the God of the universe and of the whole creation. And yet, He who is thus the Lord and God, is both the Son and the angel of the Father.” Council, tom. 1. col. 846.

Genesis 18:3. My Lord. Adonai, not Jehovah; for Abraham knew these persons only as men of rank and patriarchal respectability; and by consequence addressed himself to him, who had the appearance of priority. This person is called Jehovah in the subsequent parts of this history, and is with one voice among the christian fathers understood of Christ. They will not allow that Jehovah ever lent his name to an angel.

Genesis 18:8. They did eat, having temporary bodies or vehicles, the better to try Abraham’s faith; and they ate merely to support the character of strangers. 

Genesis 18:10. I will certainly return, at the end of nine months, and Sarah shall have a son. The like promise is made to the Shunamite. 2 Kings 4:16. St. Paul seems to allude to this promise when he says, 1 Timothy 2:15, She shall be saved in childbearing, if she continue in the faith; a promise of peculiar comfort to pious females in such circumstances. To Sarah it was assuredly the promise of a happy issue.

Genesis 18:12. My lord being old. This example of Sarah’s reverence for her husband, in calling him “lord,” is commended in the scriptures, and enforced upon all married females. 1 Peter 3:6.

Genesis 18:13. Wherefore did Sarah laugh. She laughed with pleasure; but her unbelief, knowing her age, was greater than her pleasure. Women were not admitted into promiscuous company, yet through the curtain of the tent they might often enjoy the conversation of strangers. It is christianity which has introduced women to their proper rank in society, there being neither male nor female in Christ Jesus; but in him all are one.

Genesis 18:17. Shall I hide from Abraham the thing that I do? God made Abraham here his friend, by admission to his council, that he might command his children with the greater authority, and teach them to do justice and judgment. This was a high mark of confidence which God put upon a worm.

REFLECTIONS.
The Lord here once more appears to Abraham, and on a mission of mercy and of judgment. Formerly he had appeared to this patriarch in his glorious angelic character, to enlarge the promises, and defend his person; now he appears as man to try his faith in those promises, a proof that providence never for one moment lost sight of the promise of our redemption by Jesus Christ. Learn then, oh my soul, to keep thine eye stedfastly fixed on the same promise, and on the same hope.

Abraham’s piety was distinguished by hospitality; he courteously received the three strangers approaching his tent, and feasted them with one plain but excellent dish. He received them as men, but before their departure he found he had received his master also. Let us learn to follow him in acts of benevolence and love. Hebrews 13:2-3. The Lord came likewise to try Sarah’s faith, which, on account of her age, seemed totally lost; for she laughed when she heard of a son; and when reproved, being confounded with shame, she would fain have dissembled her weakness. Lord, and can faith weak and faulty, like Sarah’s, obtain a blessing? Then let my confidence be revived, and let my soul have its portion in the same Messiah.

Abraham having received the Lord as a friend, went not without his reward: the Lord made a friend of Abraham in return. He acquainted him with the secrets of his providence in regard to Sodom; for he is wont to make man a witness of his ways, and fully apprized him of the equity and wisdom of his conduct. And mark the ground of God’s friendship; it was because he knew Abraham would command his household after him to keep the way of the Lord. Let us learn then to contract no particular friendship but with God’s friends. No bonds are lasting but the bonds of those who act with a single eye to the glory of God.

The cry of Sodom was great: Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboim, and nine other towns, according to Josephus, were included. The cry of blood, of violence, and wrongs; the cry of unprotected innocence, and sins which cannot be named, all ascended in one dark cloud to heaven, and so long that they seemed to reproach God with supineness and delay. And what shall we say for Britain! Our crimes are great and grievous. Our luxury and dissipation, our impiety and profaneness, our infidelity and debauchery are great in the sight of the Lord. And our day * * * Ah what would my fears suggest! I check myself. But let the minister cry aloud, let the magistrate punish vice, and let the parent restrain his children; then the Lord will punish the guilty alone, and not involve the whole land in the calamity.

The Lord having informed the patriarch that he would destroy Sodom, in case he found the reports true; and Abraham, but too well assured of its wickedness, feeling as a man for men, and trembling for the situation of Lot, enters, in some sort, unawares into the highest strains of supplication and deprecatory devotion. Trace the characters of his intercession; he appeals to the Judge of all the earth for equity; and on being assured that the righteous should not be destroyed with the wicked, he ventures to fix the number at fifty, for whose sake the whole should be spared. The more the Lord condescends to the supplicant in reducing the number on every petition, the more he humbles himself as dust and ashes, till at last the Lord said, I will not destroy the city for ten’s sake. What an example of a mortal man pleading with his Maker, and in so bad a cause! How happy, how very happy must they be, who have Jesus Christ pleading for them at God’s right hand. Let us learn therefore ever to pray for our king and our country, for the church and the whole human race.

But did Abraham leave off pleading on the number being reduced to ten? There is a point, an awful point, when the righteous can no longer protect the wicked. When God protests that Noah, Daniel, and Job, should not deliver them; then there is no remedy, no more help in the Lord. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-38
Genesis 19:1. Lot sat in the gate of Sodom, as a magistrate, no doubt, for the wicked accuse him of making himself a judge or elder. The main gate of a city was the usual place of hearing causes, and administering justice. There is no intimation that he sat there merely for hospitality.

Genesis 19:4. Old and young. The whole inhabitants of Sodom were utterly corrupted, and they wished all the world to know the perfection of their wickedness.

Genesis 19:5. Know them. This most abominable crime, since called Sodomy, is mentioned in other places, and often with the highest horrors of God and man. Leviticus 18:22. Romans 1:23-24. 19:22.

Genesis 19:11. Blindness, or dimness of sight. 2 Kings 6:18. The sin began with their eyes, which had been full of adultery; and with them the punishment began.

Genesis 19:14. He seemed as one that mocked. Lot’s error in taking refuge with the wicked in Sodom and forming matrimonial connections there, instead of dwelling in tents, cost him all his substance, and an infinitude of grief and trouble. The prohibition from marrying with unbelievers has often been supported and guarded by signal acts of providence. The males of David’s house were eventually all cut off, by marrying Jezebel’s daughter, except Joash, an infant.

Genesis 19:24. Jehovah rained—fire and brimstone from Jehovah. Whole councils of christian fathers have cited this text as demonstrative of the Godhead of Christ, and the distinction of persons in the Holy Trinity. So the early fathers by general consent: all admit Jehovah, the Angel, to be the Christ. Why then should any man accounted orthodox start a difficulty?

Genesis 19:26. Pillar of salt. The analysis of the human body coincides with the qualities of lime, and there were slime or salt pits in the vale of Siddim. Chap. 14. This pillar was a monument of “the wickedness of a foolish people.” Wisdom of Solomon 10:7.

Genesis 19:28. The smoke of a furnace. The district forming the dead sea, so called, because it was long before fish were discovered in it, extends about 76 miles by 18 or 20. It contained much bitumen, coally matter, and sulphur, covered with a fertile soil. Hence pride, idleness, and fulness of bread were the sins of Sodom. When their measure was full, God came down to enquire and to judge, teaching monarchs not to execute vengeance in a summary way, but wait for some investigation of character. He collected against them a dark cloud, composed probably of nitre, from which our fiery meteors or shooting stars are chiefly composed, and rained “snares” of fire and brimstone on the wicked. Yea, snares, for when they ran crying into the streets, the fire was there, and when they ran into the fields, the fire was there also. Thus “the heavens revealed their iniquity, and the earth rose up against them.” The fire burned as deep into the earth as the strata or masses of combustible matter extended, and continued burning on the shores of the lake for ages afterward. Deuteronomy 29:23. The lake of Sodom has a saltness superior to that of the sea, which may account for the paucity of fish; and for a sulphureous saline matter, often observed to collect and float on the waves, and which occasionally ignites and explodes. Thus Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboim, with nine other towns perished in the fire.

Genesis 19:31. There is not a man. The case of Lot’s daughters is perfectly unique. They had recently seen their sisters destroyed in Sodom, by marrying the men of that city. That was a sin they durst not repeat. They had no brother, nor relative, nor hope out of their own family. Moses simply mentions their situation.

Genesis 19:38. Ben ammi; that is, son of my people, or of my own race. By this name Lot’s daughter seems to justify the deed on the ground of necessity, there being no other man, Genesis 19:31.

REFLECTIONS.
How awfully great is the depravity of man, if it be capable of acquiring so great a growth of wickedness, and in defiance of conscience, of law and of judgments; and how wise and equitable the law of nations, which punishes the crime of Sodomy with death and abhorrence. By making a victim of one delinquent, a whole nation may be saved from destruction.

Sin has yet a more atrocious character: it never ceases to tempt and allure the less guilty, till they are initiated into all the mysteries of vice; it then throws off restraint and shame. The men of Sodom seemed desirous that strangers should publish to all the world the greatness of their shame. Ah, how like to the grand enemy will a course of crimes soon render a man, whose youth afforded the fairest hopes, and was adorned with many virtues.

We learn further, after men have gone a certain way in the awful route, that tears, arguments, and entreaties have no avail; they become the more violent for opposition, the judgment being hurried by passion to the abyss of destruction. Though Lot in the excess of grief, offered his daughters, not doubting for decency’s sake but the offer would be rejected; yet he could not prevail. If then at a certain crisis of sin men are thus given up to a reprobate mind, let us train up our children in the utmost modesty, and in all possible virtue. Let us support and improve the recent institution of Sunday schools, hoping thereby that the next age will be more generally reformed and converted to God: and let us encourage missions to the heathen, who are in a very awful state of wickedness.

Let all good men be warned not to give their daughters in marriage to the unregenerate. Lot married a woman of Sodom, and he either engaged his daughters to the men of Sodom, or, as is more probable, he had other daughters married in that city; and these connections pierced his soul with grief, lost his property, and brought his family to the verge of destruction.

In the charge delivered to Lot, sinners have the way of salvation pointed out. Escape for thy life. It is safest to conquer the snares of the world by flight. The great and precious promises are given to us, that we might be made partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption which is in the world through lust. Samson, mighty Samson, fell by feasting with the Philistines. Oh that the lingering soul might be taken by the hand, and led into the good way. Look not behind thee at any glare of pleasures, nor at any companion who despises God’s warning, and will not follow thee to heaven. Nor stay, christian, in all the plain; while we are beguiled by the world, the judgments of God may overtake us. Escape to the mountain; the holy hill of Zion, the mountain of refuge and hope is right before us; let us hasten thither.

But did Lot’s wife look back; and was she instantly changed into a pillar of salt, either by falling into a saline, or changed into that substance by the immediate hand of God? And have the first transgressors of any covenant been often punished on the spot, to show what every sinner shall soon receive, as appears from Ham, who was accursed; from the blasphemer and the sabbath-breaker, who were stoned; and from Ananias and Sapphira, who dissembled? Then let all christians be cautious of presumptuously violating their covenant with God, and let us dread the idea of backsliding, Christ having said, Remember Lot’s wife. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-18
Genesis 20:1, Gerar, in the tribe of Simeon, then a royal residence. Abimelech was the common name of the kings that reigned there.

Genesis 20:2. She is my sister. It is not said whether Sarah was daughter of Terah, Abraham’s father, by a second wife, or whether she was daughter of Haran, and sister of Lot. The Jews are divided here, for brevity in the text seems to occasion obscurity. Yet being called daughter-in-law of Terah, Genesis 11:31, she must, it would seem, have been the daughter of Haran. How then could she be the daughter of Abraham’s father? Because grandchildren are often called children in the holy scriptures, and the cousins of our Saviour are called his brethren. The scriptures having thus marked the weakness of Abraham’s faith, his fault needs no further comment.

Genesis 20:3. A dead man. Sarah was pregnant with Isaac when Abimelech took her, which he probably did with some design of forming an alliance with Abraham: add to this, that she was ninety years of age. The crime of taking a man’s wife from his bosom by wily seduction, we here learn merits the punishment of death. Ten thousand deaths did not excuse it when Helen was carried away from Greece to Troy. No doubt, Sarah was a fine person, bearing the bloom of youth beyond meridian days.

Genesis 20:13. God caused me to wander. The God of glory had appeared to him in Mesopotamia, and said, “Get thee out of thy country.”

Genesis 20:16. A thousand shekels of silver, as the Chaldaic reads. These gifts were acceptable fruits of repentance, and grounds of future friendship. A heart which generously recovers from an error, shows a fortitude against a future relapse. It is a consolation to find these traces of the religion of Noah. But alas, idolatry was daily gaining the ascendency, and truth and worth very much expired with those who had revered and worshipped the true God. Religion and its doctrines should never be left to the caprice of men.

REFLECTIONS.
What an idea must Abraham have had of the wickedness and tyranny of the petty princes, that he should have made this weak and unjustifiable agreement with Sarah, on leaving Chaldea to say, that she was his sister! How grateful should we be for a great and paternal government, and for the salutary operation of long established laws, in the protection of persons and property.

How grateful also should we be that in giddy youth, and in the hour of temptation, God has withheld us from sin. Esau, when withheld from killing Jacob; and David, when prevented from killing Nabal, blessed God for his restraining hand. We owe our preservation, not to nature, but to grace.

We learn also that sins of ignorance are with God great and grievous sins; for no man should take a doubtful step without enquiry and caution. Hence he did not accept of Abimelech’s plea, that Sarah was Abraham’s sister.

God graciously warned the king against the crime by a dream; and he warns all men in the hour of danger, either by misgivings of mind and reproaches of conscience, or by his revealed word, and friendly admonition; and they who reject the voice of warning, shall be compelled to hear the voice of judgment.

The cattle and gold given to Abraham, though they changed not the nature of the crime, were evident and acceptable fruits of repentance. It is well for a man who has sinned to repair his fault as far as he can, and then to ask forgiveness of the Lord.

Consequently we ought to be cordially reconciled to such a penitent, and pray for him as Abraham did, that his and our future life may be crowned with every blessing of the new covenant.

If God, according to St. Paul, reproved kings for the sake of the patriarchs, then christians, while wandering in the desert land, have no need to equivocate through the fear of man; rather let us be simple and confident as little children, for our heavenly father watches over our safety and defence. Happy is the man who has faith so to rely on the divine protection. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-34
Genesis 21:3-6. Isaac; that is, laughter or holy joy. Luke 6:21. Sarah had once laughed through unbelief; now being ashamed of that, she could sing with Mary, My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

Genesis 21:7. Who would have thought that Sarah should have given suck! The Hebrew women with their last child have often given suck three years. Samuel was not weaned till he could attend the tabernacle. In the isles of the Pacific ocean, princes have been suckled by fourteen women, as our missionaries report. The object of those parents is to make the child grow to enormous strength and stature. How much then does Sarah reprove those effeminate courtiers who refuse their milk to their children. A nurse is not a mother.

Genesis 21:9. Mocking, playing, which sometimes means fighting, 2 Samuel 2:14; or persecuting, with sneers of contempt, as Galatians 4:29. Here the bitter fruits of concubinage were tasted in the patriarch’s house. It was Sarah, when distrusting the promise, that had brought Hagar to Abraham’s bed, as her maid; and some families gave a dotal maid with their daughters to prevent divorce. Now Sarah, feeling as a mother and a wife, requires her to be cast out, and sent home to her own people. One decisive stroke of this kind would prevent a thousand future pains.

Genesis 21:12. Hearken unto her voice. Here God has plainly decided against polygamy. Hagar was not Abraham’s wife, for in these very words the Lord calls Ishmael the son of a bond-woman: and there is no passage in which God allowed of it. Hence concubinage was a licentious liberty, but too generally assumed by the patriarchs of the earth, and from which the good patriarchs were not wholly free.

Genesis 21:14. Bread is here put for the whole of provisions. No doubt Abraham, who grieved for Ishmael, sent the mother and the lad (now near twenty years of age) away, properly equipped with presents, that they might go to their own people in Egypt. But poor Hagar through grief delayed till all the water was spent.

Genesis 21:17. God heard—and the Angel of God. Primitive christians urged this passage, and very justly too, against the Arians in favour of the Godhead of Christ, and of the Holy Trinity. The preservation of the patriarchs by the angelic presence of the Lord, fairly marks a sociality or a plurality of persons in the Godhead. See Genesis 18:2.

Genesis 21:20. God was with the lad. Ishmael was indeed cut off from being Abraham’s heir; but he was not cut off from the blessing of Abraham’s seed, promised to all the families of the earth.

Genesis 21:21. His mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. It is a great addition to the calamity of children born like Ishmael, that they cannot be educated in their father’s house. This is a reproach to religion, and a dangerous stroke at public morals.

Genesis 21:33. A grove. אשׁל Eshel, or esholt, as the Saxons would pronounce it. Holt is the name of very many villages in Germany and in England, once the inviting abodes of knights and chiefs, surrounded with woods. The country people around York still aspirate a short e in the enunciation of the name of that city, and say Eyork. After the covenant with Abimelech, Abraham considered Beer-sheba, the well of the oath, as his favourite residence for the remaining years of his pilgrimage. It was the nearest point of the promised land to Egypt, where he knew his family must sojourn. Groves and fountains in the torrid zones were therefore the pleasing retreats of true devotion, as well as the haunts of idolatry before the erection of temples; while, on the contrary, the druids preferred raising their Cromlech, or broad tabled altar, on three blocks of stones, on the summit of a craggy mountain, as at Cairne-brae near Redruth, and innumerable other places. But where no such places offered, they chose the best situations which the country afforded.

REFLECTIONS.
The long expected and happy day of Isaac’s birth arrived at last. Abraham, after having discovered in twenty five years many fears, and sometimes great weakness in his faith, at length embraces the promised son. He could indeed say, Now Lord, mine eyes have seen thy salvation; for in the supernatural gift of Isaac he saw the Saviour, and the glory of his day. Hence we learn, that the birth of a son, when he proves the hope of his family, is to be regarded as one of the greatest of God’s temporal gifts. But let us rejoice with trembling: our children are certain cares, and doubtful comforts. This day of joy to Abraham and Sarah, proved a day of grief and tears to Hagar. Sarah seeing her son mocked, required the expulsion of the bond- woman and her son; and though Abraham would not hearken to her, yet as soon as he knew it to be the will of God he immediately complied. These things, says St. Paul, are an allegory. Hagar represents mount Sinai where the law was given, or Jerusalem where it reigned, which is in bondage with its children. Sarah represents mount Zion which is above, whose children are free, having received the spirit of adoption.

But did Abraham cast out this bond-woman for whom he was grieved; did he alienate this once favourite son, for whom he had entreated the Lord in this fervent prayer, Oh that Ishmael might live before thee? Let us learn of him to comply with God’s severest commands in the mortification of sin; let us cast off the works of darkness, and put on the armour of light. Then our hearts being renewed by faith in the promises, we shall be prepared to serve God in all the duties and difficulties of future life.

Did Hagar and Ishmael weep and cry to the Lord in their grief and trouble; and did the Lord graciously hear and provide for them, and comfort them with future hopes? Let us all learn of them to seek God’s counsel and aid in the day of trouble. He is the orphan’s father, and the widow’s friend. Nor let us be discouraged at adversity, for a young man’s day of greatest trouble has often proved the day for laying the foundation of his future peace.

Did Abimelech, prompted by selfish motives, on seeing the prosperity of Abraham, court alliance and friendship with him? Just so it is still with worldly men, who on observing the prosperity of the righteous solicit their friendship and connection; and if good men are, in this age of trade and riches, called to stand this trial of their faith and virtue, let them imitate the caution of our patriarch. He reproved Abimelech because of the well; and God having promised the land to Abraham and his seed, he contracted a covenant for three generations only. Good men must contract no covenants with the world at the expense of God’s covenant. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-24
Genesis 22:1-18. God did tempt Abraham, who had now attained the height of all his earthly joys; and seen in Isaac the long-suspended promises fulfilled. He saw nature aided by divine power in his birth, and in his conduct daily proofs of genius, of piety, and filial obedience. The lad everywhere accompanied his aged father, and gained on his affections, not less by his love of virtue than by his other engaging qualities, and hopeful indications of future greatness. In such circumstances it were no wonder, if the patriarch loved his son a little too well; and that the Lord God, desirous of giving an early type of the promised Saviour, should also at the same time resolve to purify his beloved and faithful friend from inordinate affections.

With these views, everyway becoming the wise and holy One, he said, Take now thy son. And what could Abraham now expect, accustomed as he had been to hear the promises concerning Isaac enlarged, but that they should now be larger still! Take now thy son, the only son now in thy house, even Isaac, whom thou lovest, whose birth occasioned thee so much joy, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. Every word in this command was as a two-edged sword, dividing asunder soul and spirit, the joints and the marrow. The divine injunction was clear and distinct; and the patriarch, long accustomed to the visions of God, well knew the voice which spake. A doubt, or shadow of a doubt, which often proves painful to others, would have afforded him the greatest relief.

It being probably after the evening devotion when this command was received, let us cast our eye on the astonished patriarch, and trace the workings of a wounded mind. See him extended this night on his sleepless couch, labouring with thought, embarrassed with darkness, and groaning with grief. He had no friend to whom he could disclose his burdened heart; for no friend had ever known the griefs which now assailed him; and a friend destitute of experience would have proved his greatest foe, by tempting him to disobedience; or by advising, as the priests of Crete advised Idomeneus, to substitute a hundred bulls for the life of his son.

In the morning, unrelieved by thought, he rises early with a trembling but obedient heart. He saddles his ass, cleaves the wood, and taking two young men and Isaac his son, sets his face, like the Saviour, stedfastly to go up to Salem. Oh what a day of pensive grief and labouring thought! As a bird caught in the net of the fowler, runs round a thousand and a thousand times, and seeks in vain some avenue of escape, and then sits down to breathe; so this weary traveller, having revolved in fruitless toil all his stores of ancient knowledge for comfort, lays down at night to enjoy his grief.

The second day arrives, and after a long and labouring night which seemed too short; the patriarch rises to travel a new road indeed, but his mind still revolved the same train of thought. Whether he reviewed a vast pilgrimage of chequered life, or whether he considered the traditions of his long-lived Sires, nothing was pertinent to his case, nothing afforded him comfort, or even a vestige of hope. Whether he considered the awful effects which Isaac’s tragic death would produce on Sarah, on his household, and on his pagan neighbours; or whether he considered the forlorn and languishing remains of his own old age, destitute of a son, and a dejected wife; all presented some new gloom, some fresh cup of bitterness, some additional woe. Big with these thoughts, and thoughts which inexperience cannot trace, he lays down the third night, but not to sleep. A dark and gloomy tempest still assailed his soul; waves of trouble still rolled over his head, and merciless as the roaring ocean, menaced his feeble age with never- ceasing fury.

The third day at length began to obtrude an unwelcome lustre on his wakeful eyes. But when calamities come to a crisis they often take a favourable turn; so even now, a ray of hope sprung up in the patriarch’s mind, but hope of the saddest kind. He knew, he well knew that God was true, and that he had promised to multiply Isaac’s seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sands on the seashore which are innumerable. His fainting soul therefore catched at the only vestige of presumptive comfort admissible in his case: he assuredly gathered, that God would raise his Isaac from the ashes of the altar, and so fulfil his faithful word. Oh what a tragic faith! Faith in a God unseen, faith in a God surrounded with clouds of thickest darkness. Somewhat cheered with this sad hope, he rises this morning also; and after adoring his Maker, throws his weary limbs across the beast, and stedfastly pursues his way.

He had not travelled far, before he saw the place afar off, the place already seen in vision. The word being in the plural, we cannot say whether it were mount Calvary or mount Zion; but Josephus thinks the mount was the scite on which the temple was afterwards built. Here all his wounds bleed afresh, and all his soul he yields a willing prey to grief. Here nature made her last recoil. But shrinking more at disobedience to his God, than at the oblation of his son, he delivers his beast to the young men, promising that both would soon return. He laid the wood on Isaac, and taking the knife in one hand and the censer in the other, proceeds with the lad to devotion. But ere they reach the awful place, ere the father slays his son, it was the lot of Isaac to pierce the Sire with the deepest wound. Isaac, trained to devotion, Isaac, accustomed to attend the altar, observed a defect in his father’s preparations. My father, said the unsuspecting youth, behold the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering? The father, unable as yet to afflict his unoffending son, answers, the Lord will provide himself a lamb for a burnt-offering. So they walk on, both of them together, and arrive at the awful spot. Abraham with a slow and trembling hand prepares the rude but mystic altar; he lays the wood in order, and then is compelled to disclose the strange revelation to his beloved son.

See the astonished youth turn pale with awe. See him rapidly revolve a train of thoughts in his astonished mind concerning God, providence, his mother, and a future state. See reflection soften his soul into tears; and the heroic faith of the father gradually inspire the heart of his obedient son. Isaac was now approaching 25 years of age, and Abraham 125, so that it is doubtful whether he could have bound him, unless Isaac had been willing. See Isaac now all irradiated in countenance by this faith, offer himself a willing victim to the divine command, and even exhort his shrinking father to persevere in obedience. So it is, that heaven gives to faithful martyrs a courage more than human, and arrays the soul with a lustre all divine. The courage of the son, now animates the trembling Sire to perfect his obedience. But what can language say. It has lost all its force. The aged patriarch raised his arm, to slay his only son!

The act of obedience being now completed, immediately the angel of the Lord called to him out of heaven, and stayed his hand. Now I know that thou fearest God, seeing that thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from ME. In that happy moment heaven poured its full tide of joy and glory on the patriarch’s soul, chased before it all his griefs, and left eternal serenity behind. In that happy moment God the Messiah renewed his covenant once for all with the venerable prophet; and to banish all doubt for ever from his mind, he confirmed the promise with an oath, that his seed should possess the gates of their enemies, and bring the promised blessing on all the nations of the earth.

This most extraordinary transaction, of Abraham’s offering up his son, was afterwards incorporated into the mythology of the heathen, who preserved the memory of it in the fables of their gods. What else is meant by Saturn, the Chronos or time of the Greeks, devouring the male children; and what by the scythe or sickle put into his hand to reap the earth. Eusebius reports, out of Sanchoniotho, that Ham, in time of surrounding war and grievous danger, offered up Jeoud, the only son of a certain poor woman, called Anobret. Præp. lib. 1. c. 10. This is the first human victim of which we have any trace in history. Since then the numbers offered by the progeny of Shem, and of Ham, and of Japhet is countless. They did it in Otaheite, as Captain Wilson reports, prior to his carrying missionaries there. In the nations of India, once in about three years, they still catch a young man about twenty five years of age, and offer him up in one of the larger temples to appease the gods; the king is always made acquainted with such sacrifices. These awful results of paganism have mostly been connected with the terrors of impending danger, and with the largest promises to voluntary victims. And whence could they originate, but in the gross and mistaken notions that the woman’s Seed was to die by the serpent’s biting his heel? All those sacrifices are regarded by Eusebius as having been effected by the influence of demons. How strange then must it appear to Abraham, that God should have required of him such a sacrifice!

Genesis 22:21. Uz, after whom a district was called, and from whom Job descended. Buz, his brother, was ancestor of Elihu, one of Job’s three friends. Kemuel, Father of Aram. The LXX read here, father of the Syrians, who were no doubt Aram’s posterity.

Genesis 22:24. Concubine, the partner of his bed. Our Saviour decides against polygamy in these words: “from the beginning it was not so.” Custom then sanctioned it in princes and great men, often to the bitterness of their own minds, and the destruction of their children. Instead of building their regal houses, it often pulled them down. The average of births Isaiah 24 females and 25 males, God foreseeing that men would perish in various ways, provided that one male and one female should be one flesh, and as one soul in two bodies. Such was the marriage in paradise, the purest model of posterity. The Hebrew פילגשׁ pilgesh, is certainly a low word, and cannot be derived from the root Peleg, he divided; for concubines were servants, and their children were not heirs. Whatever honour or respect they might sometimes acquire, it was on the law of custom, not of right.

REFLECTIONS.
If God tried the purity of Abraham’s faith, he will in like manner try our faith and obedience. He will require the sacrifice of every Isaac, and the mortification of every sin. He will allow us to love no creature but in himself, and only for his sake. Christian, the day is near when he will require fortune and family, body and soul to be offered up.

We have here an assurance of the truth of revealed religion, not only from the exact accomplishment of the promises made to Abraham, but also from the nature of the vision. The divine communications were clear and explicit, leaving not a doubt behind. On many occasions the prophets strove with God to be excused from their mission; and our patriarch had every motive to deprecate this strange sacrifice, but conscious of the communication, he did not dare to speak a word. Hence our unbelief has no plea on the ground of error and mistake.

In Isaac we have a striking type or figure of the Son of God. Isaac was the promised seed, long promised to Abraham; he was born by supernatural assistance afforded to Sarah; he bore the wood of the sacrifice, and then the wood bore him; on the third day he was raised up from the altar, and made the father of nations. In Jesus Christ these circumstances were almost exactly the same. God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son to bare our sins in his own body on the tree.

The recollection of past mercies should banish future doubts. Abraham called the name of that place JEHOVAH-JIREH, saying, in the mountain of the Lord it shall be seen, or the Lord will provide. How often have we in moments of salvation promised that we would doubt no more; we have been ashamed of our weakness in distrusting the faithfulness of God. Let us at last become strong, and pay our vows unto the Lord.

While all heaven seemed to rejoice over Abraham’s faith and obedience, God added the strongest oath of confirmation to the ancient promise: he swore by himself, by his life, his name, or his holiness. Hence we learn, that in the time of trouble and sincere obedience, he will comfort us by the powerful application of promises, and the strongest assurances of support; that by two immutable things, his word and oath, we may have strong consolation who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us. In Isaac we have also a view of the resurrection, and of the future life. He was one, as good as dead, when extended on the pile, but he was raised up to enjoy the promise, even life everlasting.

In Abraham likewise we have proof, abundant proof, that the aids of revelation can carry mankind to greater virtue than was ever found in the heathen world. From the moment his faith was made perfect by works, he appears to have entered into all the glorious liberty of the New Covenant, and to have attained the full assurance of hope. His faith, his love, his obedience were all now made perfect; and he henceforth walked in the closest friendship and communion with his God. What an example for christians to follow! 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-20
Genesis 23:4. A burying-place. Abraham believed in a future state; therefore he, as well as the other patriarchs, buried his dead. Joseph, actuated by this belief, gave commandment for his bones to be brought out of Egypt. It is the most decent way of disposing of the dead, that the dust may return to its original dust. The practice of burning the dead, and depositing the ashes in an urn, with coins and trinkets, is of great antiquity, and there are few of the ancient nations who did not more or less use this custom. Burrows, containing these urns, abound in this country, in Ireland, and other parts of Europe. Sir Thomas Browne wrote in 1685 his Hydriotaphia, occasioned by the sepulchral urns found in Norfolk; but he has not been able to trace the origin of this custom, which ceased as christianity obtained. The Jews sometimes used it, though a pagan custom. The men of Jabesh, wishing to honour Saul and his sons, burned their bones and buried them under a tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 1 Samuel 31:12-13. Hence they regarded cremation as the highest honour they could pay the bodies of their insulted princes. A passage in Amos 6:10, seems to suggest the idea that the custom originated in burning the hut or tent of a man who had died of some contagious disease.

Genesis 23:9. Machpelah. Simply the name of a place; but some contend that it signifies a double cave; that is, a cave within a cave, or one place for the men, and another for the women.

Genesis 23:16. Four hundred shekels of silver, the price no doubt of a large field. Abraham knowing his call, and being assured of the promises, would not bury his dead with the Canaanites. He was judicious and prudent in paying for the field; for had he received it as a gift, the possession might have been disputed by the next heir.—Of the shekel see on Exodus 30:13.

REFLECTIONS.
In the conversations of these respectable men, we see much politeness and generosity. What a lamentable consideration that persons acquainted with the principles of religion and morality, and with the literature of their age, should be so grossly carried away with wickedness. The seven nations whom God destroyed and cast out were not unacquainted with the covenant of Noah, nor did they want the finest examples in Melchizedek and others. Their depravity therefore must have proceeded from the unrestrained overflowing of original sin, and from a wilful neglect of the true religion. Those who despise the light and the blessings of the covenant, shall in like manner be despised of the Lord.

How highly favoured was Sarah, the wife of faithful Abraham. Her age, her honours, her death, are all recorded in sacred history among the princely patriarchs. St. Paul has paid her still greater honour, in making her a figure of the true church, Jerusalem above, which is free, and the mother of us all. Her conception by the special favour of God, at so advanced an age, made both her and her only son the more illustrious, as figures of the assumption, when the divinity became united to our nature, of the substance of the blessed virgin. Let us learn of Sarah and of her husband to wait in faith and patience the sure accomplishment of all the promises. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-67
Genesis 24:1. The Lord had blessed Abraham with all the four patriarchal blessings: viz. length of days, a promising issue, vast riches, and victory over his oppressors.

Genesis 24:2. Under my thigh. The Jews affirm that Abraham here swore his servant by the covenant of circumcision, and by the promise of the Messiah who was to descend from his loins. Jacob required Joseph to take an oath in this manner. Genesis 47:29. So the princes and the mighty men, according to the margin, put their hands under Solomon. 1 Chronicles 29:24. But under the christian dispensation, when the angel of the Lord swore, he lifted up his hand to heaven. Revelation 10:5-6.

Genesis 24:4. To my kindred. Abraham here asks not for beauty, nor for riches. He solicits virtue, which is the foundation of all personal and family happiness. A woman of piety, and of good understanding, is in herself a treasure which cannot be estimated.

Genesis 24:6. Bring not my son thither again. He knew the sure promise of God to give the land of Canaan to his posterity; a return therefore of the family to Mesopotamia would have been to abandon the promise through unbelief. It would have been as the revolt in the desert to make a captain general, and return into Egypt. What a caveat to christians against a heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. The caution of the steward is equally to be noted. Of a false oath he had no idea; but he feared a failure in the object of the oath, the refusal of the virgin, for daughters of Rebekah’s age were not to be forced away, even by parents. It were devoutly to be wished that all christians had the like ideas of an oath to the Lord. Perjury is the sure road to meet with a curse, instead of a blessing: nor do we see how a perjured man can obtain a pardon without confession.

Genesis 24:10. Ten camels, on which Rebekah and her maidens might return, with their effects, with himself and servants.

Genesis 24:31. Come in, thou blessed of the Lord. Laban, though he worshipped other gods; yet had not forsaken the worship of JEHOVAH, nor had he ceased to salute in his name. Bethuel being old, Laban seems to act for his father. 

Genesis 24:33. Not eat until, &c. He only is a good servant who prefers his duty to his master before his own interest or honour. Abraham had appreciated his talents and his worth, and therefore put all his affairs in his hand.

Genesis 24:42. O Lord God, &c. Proceedings of such vast importance are not to be undertaken without prayer to the God of providence and grace. They are alike eventful for life, and eventful to posterity. Yea all our proceedings are to be accompanied with prayers, for the smallest occurrences are often productive of great results.

Genesis 24:43. The virgin: not only chaste in body, but pure in mind. The heathen had these ideas of a virgin; and therefore a vestal virgin was dismissed from the temple for wantonly reciting this verse, 

Fælis nuptæ! moriar, nisi nubere dulce est.
Oh happy marriage! I shall die, except I taste of its felicity.
Genesis 24:49. And now, if you will deal kindly and truly with my master. Just so, ministers who seek to bring sinners to Jesus Christ should urge their pleas, and imitate the spirit of this faithful servant. They may, indeed they ought, to improve circumstances in the sacred writings after the manner of the prophets, of our Lord himself, and his apostles; and they may do so, without running into the insipidity and weakness of mystical allegory; an error common to the Greek and Latin fathers.

Genesis 24:67. He loved her as his wife, specially pointed out for him by providence, and a boon sent of God. Her personal worth and beauty commanded a full return of affection. She had left, like Abraham, her country, her parents, and her kindred, to be his consort for life. She had embarked her all in Isaac’s hope, and Isaac’s lot. Just so should the church leave all for Christ, as a chaste virgin spotless in purity.

REFLECTIONS.
To see children established, and especially an only son, must be a wish extremely natural to a pious and worn out parent; and his prayers and solicitude on so important a subject shall not be unattended with the direction and blessing of the Almighty.

Did the wise and venerable patriarch exact the most solemn oath of his steward, that he would not take Isaac a wife of the daughters of the land, because they were idolaters, and accursed for their wickedness? And shall christians be less cautious in forming connections with worldly characters, with persons devoted to vanity and dress; and accustomed to attend balls and theatres, whose minds have early been corrupted by habits of effeminacy and novel reading. Can this be less injurious to the soul of a regenerate youth, than a daughter of Canaan would have proved to Isaac. St. Paul has ascertained and fixed the liberty of christians, to marry only in the Lord: and a man who begins the world by breaking God’s word, generally eats the fruit of his own doings. When he overlooks pious and converted women in the church, and seeks beauty and fortune in the world, his prayers for a blessing are to God, as when the Israelites loathed the manna and asked for flesh.

In Abraham, parents so circumstanced, have a high model of piety and disinterestedness. He sought nothing for his son but a woman educated in the purest principles of hospitality, and virtuous modesty. They have only to follow his piety and prudence.

Providence attended the effort of Abraham with the most happy and singular success. So if young men are content to wait till they are of a proper age, and have the means of providing for a wife and family; if they refuse blindly to follow passion, seeking divine direction in every step, the Lord will fulfil to them and their families every promise of the new covenant; and it is better for them to go to the most distant parts for a help meet in the faith, than to marry the fairest alien at home.

In the uprightness with which the steward served Abraham, all servants entrusted with their masters’ affairs have a model approaching perfection. How judicious, diligent, and pious was this man in all his measures! He loitered not a day in his mission, but expedited it, as though he had been acting solely for himself. What honour and credit does it reflect on religion, when persons in a menial or subordinate station serve their earthly masters, looking with a single eye to their great Master who is in heaven. On the other hand when a man blessed with affluence, finds a confidential servant, wise and discreet in the management of his affairs, he should be regarded as no small gift of providence: nor should such a man, in his old age, go without an adequate reward.

Lastly, Isaac, after the toils of the day, retired from the noise of his camp, for meditation in rural solitude; and in this he has left to all young men a pattern how their evenings should be spent. Youth is the happy period for getting acquainted with God, and with his truth, and for acquiring deep and solid piety: and for this purpose they should shun the vain amusements of the age, and so improve their minds as to lay up a good foundation for the time to come. Almost every character distinguished in the church, began early to acquaint himself with God, and with his word. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-34
Genesis 25:1. Keturah is here called a wife; but a learned writer in his Bibliotheca Biblia, printed at Oxford 1720, brings forward a supposition of the Jews, that Hagar returned to Abraham after the death of Sarah, and then received the name of Keturah. It was anciently a frequent custom for persons on being favoured with signal blessings to assume a new name, or to receive some addition to the old.

Genesis 25:2. She bare him Zimran, and five others, to whom Abraham gave gifts, and established them as patriarchal heads of houses. Abraham having reconquered the country from the Assyrian kings, exercised the rights of royalty, in the establishment of his sons.—Midian, from whom the Midianites descended who dwelt in Arabia the Stony.—Shuah, from whom it is probable that Bildad the Shuhite, so often mentioned in the book of Job, descended. From these six sons many of the Arabian tribes derived their origin.

Genesis 25:8. Abraham gave up the ghost. יגוע yigeva, resigned his breath; for God had breathed into man the breath of life. Genesis 2:7. Therefore resigning his breath is but the figure for calling on God, like Stephen, to receive his spirit. It is the spirit which causes the body to breathe. How happy is the life, how dignified the death, and how blessed is the memory of the just: as the sun rejoices like a giant to run his course, and on dipping behind the western hills, shines in a new hemisphere, leaving his lustre bright on high; so Abraham, after shining as the first and best of men, illustrious in every virtue, removed from earth, shines as the brightest of stars among the spirits of just men made perfect: while on the contrary, the wicked go to the congregation of the giants. Job 26:4-5. Proverbs 2:18.

Genesis 25:14. Dumah is mentioned as living in mount Seir, and menaced by the watchman with a visitation. Isaiah 21:11. Tema, Dedan, and others are menaced in the same chapter. Ishmael’s twelve sons settled themselves on the eastern shores of the Red sea; and they are often in modern history denominated Saracens, because Ishmael, till the birth of Isaac, was accounted Sarah’s son. 

Genesis 25:16. Their castles; cities, habitations, tabernacles. The primitive word Ar, dar, as in Cheddar, arma, or the old French les rochars, signifies rock, munition or defence. They could not expose themselves and their riches to wild beasts and invaders, without a place of defence.

Genesis 25:17. Ishmael gave up the ghost, and died in the 137th year of his age, and in the faith of Abraham. We are struck here with the special providence of God, in gradually shortening the life of man. There was no need, as men multiplied, that he should reach the years of his fathers. The few who now surpass their hundredth year, have been exempt from intemperance, from violent passions, from severity of manual labour. They have been regular in the hours of sleep, and happy in the married state. With them, the flame of animal life, like a candle in a calm place, has burned its full time.

Genesis 25:21. Isaac entreated the Lord for his wife. The three patriarchs were greatly honoured with posterity, but first they were greatly tried. Abraham waited twenty five years, Isaac twenty, and Jacob must serve seven years for Rachel, and then be put off for a second servitude. These mysteries of providence were no doubt designed to subdue and sanctify the will.

Genesis 25:22. She went to enquire of the Lord. The oracle was at Salem with Melchizedek, but she might enquire of Abraham.

Genesis 25:23. Two nations are in thy womb—and the elder nation of Edom shall serve the younger, the Israelites; as was the case when David made them tributary. St. Paul improves this by showing that believers in Christ are now the children of the promise, the sheep of the shepherd’s fold; and the poor unbelieving Jews crouch for a pittance of bread to the christian church, who are now the chosen generation, the new or peculiar Israel of God. Reader, beware of construing this prophecy, in misguided theories of eternal reprobation.

Genesis 25:26. Jacob. עקב akob, the heel; hence Jacob, a heeler, as in Genesis 27:36. The reference is to the serpent which bites the heel of the unwary. On this account the birthright was a constant subject of dispute between these twins.

Genesis 25:27. Plain man. The Hebrew word, taim, perfect, indicates rectitude and purity. 

Genesis 25:31. Sell me this day thy birthright. The birthright constituted a son heir to the house, and a double portion of goods. He had the rights of the priesthood, and without him no one could enquire of God. He had the patriarchal benediction as prince and chief. These privileges were understood to descend to his posterity: yet the sovereignty of God could at all times confer these blessings on whom it was his pleasure. While we are astonished at Esau’s profaneness, we cannot but lament to see every age so full of Esaus. One sells his birthright for wine, another for a harlot, a third for sordid gold: they toil hard and spend their money for that which is not bread.

Genesis 25:32. Esau said, Behold I am at the point to die; it being now a year of sore famine in the land. But in the time of temptation we must sacrifice life itself, rather than the covenant of our fathers’ God. Esau could not regain the birthright which he had despised, though he sought it carefully with tears.

REFLECTIONS.
The first object which strikes us in this chapter, is the happy death of the venerable patriarch Abraham. Notwithstanding the long barrenness of Sarah, and of Rebekah, he had lived to see Jacob in his fifteenth year, and to see every temporal promise fully accomplished. And having beheld the Messiah in the birth and oblation of Isaac, he could anticipate Simeon, and say, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation. He could bless his children, being unspeakably blessed himself, charging them, with all the weight of consummate virtue, to follow on in the paths of faith and piety. He gave up the ghost into the hands of his Creator, and his body was gathered unto his people in the cave, in hope of a glorious resurrection with his pious Sires, and with his posterity.—Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his.

The blessings of the patriarchs fall as the dew upon their children. How remarkably was Ishmael blessed in answer to Abraham’s prayer! Parents should plead for their children; for God sometimes answers their prayers while they live, and if not, after they are dead. But let us hold fast every promise which God may give us in prayer, for he will surely be faithful to his word.

Isaac and Rebekah severally prayed for their posterity, and the Lord was entreated of them. Children were expressly promised to Isaac, yet he prayed for the gift; and this likewise is our duty. When the Lord enumerated the blessings of the covenant, he said, for all these things will I be enquired of by the house of Israel. Prayer prepares us for a blessing, and God is always ready to give it, if our hearts are ready to receive it on his terms.

Before the children were born, or had done good or evil, God, by an act of his sovereignty and good pleasure, said, the elder shall serve the younger. Hence, viewing the sovereignty of God, Jacob acted a very inhospitable and unbelieving part, by tempting his brother, in a moment of hunger, to sell his birthright. Let us learn from its sanctity, and fear, for God will not be served by unrighteousness; and let us never do Satan’s work by tempting another to sin.

Jacob’s weakness did not diminish the guilt of Esau, in despising the sacred rights of his birth. He could not but know, that he was entitled to rule, and to officiate at the altar on the death of Isaac. Why then profanely sell God’s highest favours for a hunter’s meal? Let us learn in the time of straits, of poverty and hunger, never, no never to relieve ourselves by unlawful means; for those in the christian scriptures have the highest applause who stand in the evil day, and who hold fast Christ’s name in the day of tribulation. Ephesians 6:13. Revelation 2:13. But this was not the whole of Esau’s crime; (contrary to the oath exacted by Abraham of his steward) he married two wives of the Canaanites, brought them home, and imbittered the old age of his mother. Let us look diligently, as St. Paul exhorts us in Hebrews 12:15; Hebrews 12:17, lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness should spring up, and thereby many be defiled; and lest there should be any fornicator, or profane person as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.

In Abimelech, who had driven Isaac away and seized his well, as one of his predecessors had done before, and who followed Isaac to be reconciled, we have an example, admonishing us to adopt all prudent means of reconciliation after a difference; and let us not be scrupulous in our demands of restitution, provided we can live in peace and quiet for the time to come. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-35
Genesis 26:1. Abimelech was a name common to the kings of Gerar, and the Philistines were of African descent. Genesis 10:14.

Genesis 26:2. The Lord appeared unto him. The infancy of the patriarchal family was the infancy of the church, which needed the fostering care of God. A removal to Egypt at this period might have been eventful to Isaac. The Egyptians might have seized his substance for the supply of bread. If Abimelech was jealous of Isaac, Pharaoh might have been so too. Besides, God had in view a far more auspicious occasion of bringing the Hebrews into Goshen than at this juncture of temporary scarcity. Happy the man who is thus under the eye and care of the Lord, and who in the time of trouble enjoys the tokens of his presence.

Genesis 26:7. She is my sister. Augustine in his City of God, book 16. chap. 36, undertakes to justify Abraham, and consequently Isaac, in the use of this precaution. But the Holy Ghost having recorded Abimelech’s reproof of Sarah, we ought to admit its equity.

Genesis 26:11. He that toucheth this man—shall be put to death. Perhaps this Abimelech recollected the judgment of God on one of his predecessors for the detention of Sarah, chap. 20. And if a heathen prince did not think death too severe a punishment for known and studied adultery, the guilty may tremble at the sentence which God is ready to pronounce against them: his revenge against murder and adultery has often been remarked in the course of providence.

Genesis 26:12. A hundredfold. Herodotus says, that the land about Babylon yielded two hundredfold. Gentlemen distinguished by agricultural science and their patronage of husbandry, are the best friends of the nation. Veteres siquem virum bonum colonum appellassent, amplissime laudasse extimabant. Cicero. The ancients thought it a very high encomium to be a good agriculturalist.

Genesis 26:23. He went—to Beersheba, where the Lord again appeared to him, and where he built an altar, and called on the name of the Lord in regular acts of prayer and devotion, with all his camp. Men are bound to attend public worship, or to stay in their houses on the sabbath; to wander abroad is to live like the beasts, and to forget the God who made them. 

Genesis 26:26. Phichol; that is, the mouth of all. The word therefore may indicate his office of speaker, as well as express his proper name. A man of the same name had come, and with another Abimelech to contract a covenant with Abraham, nearly a century before. Phichol was, it would seem, a military title.

Genesis 26:28. Let there be now an oath, &c. The wicked having driven Isaac from wells which his servants had dug, and grounds which he had cleared, were afraid of war from Isaac’s angry camp. A good man’s word is as his bond; yet the wicked want an oath.

Quo teneam vultus mutantum Protea nodo?
HORAT.
REFLECTIONS.
The covenant so often renewed to Abraham, we see confirmed to Isaac, and in the same words. Hence the children of the righteous, to whom in like manner the promises are positively made, should be careful to enter into the covenant of their fathers, and personally to renew it with God. If they neglect this, and devote themselves to vanity and the world, they may forfeit all its benefits, and the day may come when they shall see their parents in glory, and themselves excluded from the kingdom.

Was Isaac, notwithstanding the gift of much of his father’s property to seven sons, made rich in cattle and patriarchal wealth; and did he receive in harvest a hundred measures for one? Then we have farther proof, that God will keep covenant and promise to the seed of the righteous. All ages have afforded evidence of this. The good man beginning the world with but a small capital, rises by industry and temperance, by fidelity and economy to affluence and honour. This is the blessing of God on the work of his hands. But alas, riches have their snares, and being therefore the nether gift, they are scarcely named in the new covenant. They generally draw families into a conformity to the world, and often tarnish the piety of good men with the excess of parsimony. And what is still worse; though many have a pious Isaac, yet those branches of the family whose passions are unrestrained by regeneration, dash away in the circles of gaiety and dissipation. In this sad case, a merchant had better throw his riches into the sea, than hoard them up for the corruption of his children.

The prosperity of Isaac, so evidently a sign that God was with him, provoked the envy of the Philistines. In the hundred and twelfth Psalm we have a remark to the same effect. David speaking of the prosperity of the righteous man, and the establishment of his sons, says, the wicked shall see it and be grieved, yea he shall gnash with his teeth: the desire of the wicked shall fail. Oh what blessings and comforts they forfeit by not being on the Lord’s side.

Did the Lord appear to Isaac a second time after Abimelech had driven him away; and did Isaac, following the example of his father on the like occasion, raise an altar to God; may we therefore learn to improve all the calamities and vicissitudes of life for devotion, to live by faith, and be the more prepared for a state of unchangeable felicity.

On a review of Isaac’s mercies and the divine protection afforded him, we cannot overlook the great condescension of Almighty God. Though he had called Abraham by his grace, and blessed him according to his good pleasure; yet he is pleased to say, that he had done it because Abraham had obeyed his voice. So also at the day of judgment, our Saviour, overlooking the whole of his redeeming love, will invite the saints to glory, because they gave meat to his hungry members. Oh how happy, how inconceivably happy must the society of the blessed be, where this endearment reigns between Christ and the church! But at the same time let us obey like Abraham, and be liberal according to our power, for the Lord will not applaud the saints in lying words.

But do we find a farther complaint against Esau, for having grieved both Isaac and Rebekah by his double and polluted marriage. Let all young men be warned to act in obedience to their righteous parents; and especially in not being unequally yoked with unbelievers, for this is an evil of which they will scarcely ever hear the last. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-46
Genesis 27:1. Isaac was old; in the hundred and thirty-seventh year of his age, the very year in which his brother Ishmael died. Jacob and Esau were also in their seventy-seventh year; but Isaac lived, though blind, about forty-two years after he had blessed Jacob.

Genesis 27:3. Take—thy bow. Providence here seems to have given Jacob an opportunity in this mysterious transaction to obtain the blessing. God having promised Isaac the blessing, the reprehensible step was the means employed to obtain it.

Genesis 27:5. Rebekah heard. From the time that she had consulted the oracle she believed that Jacob was to inherit the princely benediction. But Isaac having from the birth of those twins, designed the blessing for Esau, she suddenly formed this tragic plot for Jacob to obtain it. It was an officious and distrustful plot, it being the work of God to demonstrate his fidelity to his promises. Reuben was the firstborn of Jacob, yet Joseph had the blessing, and Judah had the sceptre. God is the sovereign, as well as the ever faithful God. May he not do what he will with his own?

Genesis 27:7. Bless thee. The patriarchs were accustomed before death to bless their children, and their priests were enjoined to bless the people. So our Saviour stretched forth his hands, and blessed the apostles before his ascension.

Genesis 27:12. A curse. Jacob wisely feared the malediction of Ham. The judgments of God on one man should make others afraid to sin.

Genesis 27:15. Goodly raiment. The raiment, it is thought, in which the firstborn officiated at sacrifice, and which was kept by Rebekah, not by Esau’s wives. The raiment worn by men in the primitive ages was generally weather-worn, and much decayed.

Genesis 27:19. I am Esau thy firstborn. Two other deceptions follow: I have done as thou didst bid me!—Eat of my venison! Origen, strom, 6. has said what may tend to diminish the errors of this plot, that John the baptist is called Elias; that the angel in Tobit is called Azarias; and that the princely blessing was promised to Jacob, The elder shall serve the younger. These changes of name, it is replied, being mere figures of speech, leave the deception in all its glare of turpitude. It was a finesse, a distrust of providence; for God who overruled Jacob to cross his hands in blessing the two sons of Joseph, could by means known to himself have secured the blessing to Jacob.

Genesis 27:23. He discerned him not. The holy prophets, and the holy apostles were sometimes for a moment deceived, notwithstanding their high endowments; Jesus Christ alone being omniscient, and having in all things the preëminence.

Genesis 27:27. The smell of a field. ‘ αρου πληρους, a full field; that is, a field in full bloom. So is the Samaritan Pentateuch.

Genesis 27:28. God give thee. This benediction consists of five parts, including every spiritual and temporal blessing of the covenant; these are in substance the same as those which God sware to confer on Abraham’s seed after the oblation of Isaac.

Genesis 27:29. Let people serve thee. This blessing is not restricted to the sovereignty of the kings of Judah over a few surrounding nations, but extends to all the nations to be converted to the Messiah. The eyes and hearts, of all the prophets were lost and swallowed up in the glory of Christ.

Genesis 27:38. Hast thou but one blessing. היא hi, sometimes found in the feminine ipsa, that, is here not rendered. It is omitted altogether in many other versions, though the key-word to the anguish of Esau’s heart. “Hast thou but that one blessing, oh my father!” Ah! that one blessing, the princely sovereignty. To this Jacob pointedly replies, I have made him thy Lord! Isaac, conscious that the Spirit had accompanied his words, adds but the secondary benedictions, which were confirmed to him as patriarch and prince in Mount Seir.

Genesis 27:40. Thou shalt serve thy brother. These words refer to Esau’s posterity, often made tributary to the house of David, and as often “broke off their yoke.” But for their wickedness they, and other small states, were denationalized, and their mountains laid waste for the dragons of the wilderness by the Assyrian conquests. And thus the prophecies of Obadiah were fulfilled. “For thy violence against thy brother Jacob, shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever.” Genesis 27:10-18. 1 Kings 22:47. 2 Kings 8:20. 

Genesis 27:41. Then will I kill my brother Jacob. Family crimes are double crimes, because they violate the tenderest ties of nature; but revenge, and revenge without measure, completes the calamity, and plunges the injured in greater guilt than the first offender.

Genesis 27:45. Both in one day. Rebekah, through an eagerness to come prematurely at the promised blessing, had contrived a cluster of untruths, and now she eats the bitter fruits of her own doings. Had she come once more and told Isaac God’s revealed will, no doubt he would have hearkened at last; for the Spirit of God, as was really the case, would have overruled the purposes of his heart.

REFLECTIONS.
How short is the life of man, how soon the long age of the patriarchs expired! Our age in comparison of theirs, will expire at noon. It is high time to think of dying, and of settling our affairs, that we may give up ourselves to God.

But oh, the quarrels of brothers concerning their rights of precedence and property have too often imbittered the last moments of an aged saint. Let parents avoid as much as possible all partiality in their affections, and do their best for the concord of their children; and let children do all they can to procure the good esteem and blessing of their parents; for a parent’s blessing is to be regarded as next to God’s favour.

In all families where wrongs have happened, and where grievances are unredressed, let no one, like Esau, think of revenge, but think rather of his own sins and personal unworthiness. Revenge makes a calamity double, and perpetuates its memory to the latest generation. Revenge invades the rights of God, who alone is best acquainted with the proper measure, and happiest occasions of corrections for sin.

In Esau’s bitter and unavailing tears, all sinners may see the sad fruits of selling their birthright for the sinful pleasures of the age, and the awful situation in which they will be found when they come to die. In vain shall they cry and weep with the bitterest tears; in vain shall they begin to stand without and knock, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us. The period of mercy will be past, and God will not reverse the sentence pronounced in his word.

Did Jacob’s exile work for his good by enabling him to marry in the Lord, and to become established as a patriarch in the earth? Then let no man be discouraged though he suffer afflictions, or visitations of his sins. God will hear the tears of true repentance, and direct the afflicted in the way he ought to go. Above all things let us learn never to serve God by unlawful means: doing evil that good may come is expressly forbidden by the Lord, and shame will be the consequence. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-22
Genesis 28:1. Isaac called Jacob and blessed him. A heart-rending business to be forced away from his father’s house in the 58th year of his age. He went not with a train of ten camels, as were sent to his mother when brought to Isaac, but as a pilgrim with his staff in his hand to learn to trust in the Lord. Isaac, in the charge respecting Jacob’s marriage, kept his eye constantly on the promises, and in this he is an example to believers, for the Lord is ever mindful of his faithful word. Young men, on leaving their father’s house, should carefully preserve their religion.

Genesis 28:9. The daughter of Ishmael. Had he not taken two wives before, this would not have been reprehensible; but a motive merely to please man, spoils the best of actions in God’s account.

Genesis 28:11. Lighted upon a certain place. Luz or Beth-el was forty-eight miles from Beer-sheba. Men on an average, encumbered with provisions, &c., would not be able to walk so far now in one day, the stature and strength of man being much diminished since Jacob’s time. He probably travelled in this private way with a staff in his hand, to avoid the pursuit or ambuscade of Esau; and he thought it no hardship to sleep as a shepherd, barely sheltered with trees from the dew.

Genesis 28:12. Dreamed. God did not think proper now to honour Jacob, as he did Abraham, with a visit of his angelic presence. He sees it good not to exalt man too much at the first. The ladder has had many comments upon it; and some of those by the ancient fathers and critics have been highly amusing, rather than edifying. The vision seems at first to have been designed to comfort Jacob, by a view of the care of heaven over him; but on comparing the passage with John 1:49, where our Saviour promised the disciples that they should see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man, it would seem that this ladder was figurative of more than Jacob’s safety. Jesus Christ has descended from heaven to earth by many steps of lineage from Adam to Mary; and he has approached man at sundry times and in divers manners, by visions and revelations of his will. He has by his cross joined heaven and earth, God and man. He also manifested himself to St. Stephen, with heaven open, and himself standing at the right hand of God.—Ascending. The angels return to heaven, as accountable beings, when they have fulfilled their mission; and it is by many steps of faith and piety that we ascend to God, and by many steps and movements that providence accomplishes its designs.

Genesis 28:13. I am the Lord God of Abraham. This vision, and hearing these words, afforded the most seasonable consolation to our exiled patriarch, who probably went on his way with many fears, and bedewing his path with frequent tears. It manifested the presence of his covenant God, pointed out his mode of life, wandering from place to place, and promised protection in all his peregrinations and removals of residence. It conferred upon him the whole land, far as the most distant hills his eye could reach, and promised him a posterity numerous as the dust under his feet. Above all, it discovered the invisible world, and a future state, connecting heaven and earth by an angelic ministry. He saw the Lord at the top of the ladder; and of course the cherubim and seraphim, dreadful to behold with eyes of sinful flesh. The prophet Ezekiel admits when he saw the magnitude of those celestial figures, and the wide strake of their wings, that their movements were “dreadful.” Thus the covenant of God with the fathers is the covenant with their children, to which every individual is called, like Jacob, to subscribe with all his heart. Nor should it escape remark, that the Lord made this covenant sure by the superinduction of the grand promise, “In thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.”

Genesis 28:16. I knew it not. Jacob did not expect visions. He thought himself in this journey exiled from the presence of the Lord; but good men often find him in times and places when and where they did not expect.

Genesis 28:17. House of God, where he reveals his glory, and unfolds his covenant; where he comforts the distressed with marks of his special regard.—The gate of heaven. Christ is the gate or door by which we enter into the kingdom of heaven, and faith in him the only way that leads to it.

REFLECTIONS.
In Jacob’s flight from his father’s house we may remark, that he went out with the benediction and counsel of his aged Sire: he did not abscond, and abandon him in the advanced period of life. It is good for a son, about to seek his fortune in the wide world, to have the good wishes and blessings of his parents. He should regard these as the best of gifts; abruptly to leave home without this, is a strange defect of filial piety. The first and great object of Isaac’s counsel respecting the marriage of his son, that he must not connect himself with any woman except she feared the Lord, was solely in these hopes, that Isaac confirmed to Jacob the blessings of the covenant; and it must be with the same hopes and purposes that all young men must look for a share in the same temporal and spiritual blessings.

Esau, seeing that his brother went off in the highest favour of his father, becomes half a convert to the maxims of the patriarchs respecting religious marriages. But God looketh at the heart, and unless every action be done with a single eye to his glory, and proceed from faith in Jesus Christ, it cannot be approved, however laudable it may appear in the eyes of men.

The Lord will guide the poor afflicted wanderer in seeking rest and bread. Jacob seems to have left home with a heavy heart, and to have invoked the divine protection; and God showed him the communication which subsists between heaven and earth, the guard of angels, and his ever watchful eye looking down on man, whether waking or asleep. What then has he to fear? No evil shall happen to him while God is his guardian and strong defence. The Lord, in this dream completely dispelled the fears of Jacob, by confirming to him the covenant and promises made to Abraham, and renewed with Isaac. In like manner, when God makes a discovery to young men of his truth and love, they are personally called to enter into covenant with him, and to devote their lives from that period to his glory.

Jacob did this in a way becoming the blessed vision with which his soul had been favoured. He took the stones of the place and set them up for a memorial, and called it Bethel, or God’s house. He poured oil upon it, which was all the oblation his situation afforded. He, on this occasion, modestly asked only food and raiment, for we tempt God when we ask for riches and hurtful things. Those elevated to opulence and distinction in life, find themselves assailed with a thousand cares, anxieties and griefs, which never troubled them when labouring for their bread.—If God would grant him these, in his pastoral life, he vowed to devote in return the tenth of his small substance to the Lord. Let us also learn to cherish and support the cause of God. His ministers who serve us should never want food and raiment, the blessing which we ask of God for ourselves and our children. 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-35
Genesis 29:1. Jacob went on his journey. Our version fails here to express the lively sense of the Hebrew, as in most versions. Levabit pedes; he tripped along with light feet, being now assured that all the promised righteousness would in due course fall to his lot.

Genesis 29:6. Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep. Such was the state of primitive society. Exercise brought the boon of health, strength, and long life. Why should our daughters be nuns in their father’s house? But alas, in London, and many large towns, it is not in the power of parents to procure proper exercise for daughters; the needle not requiring strength, leaves the half-fainting artist with but little strength. Laban could safely trust his daughters among the shepherds, who were probably aged and married men, and either his own or his kinsmen’s servants.

Genesis 29:10. Jacob rolled the stone from the well’s mouth. There were three flocks, and consequently three shepherds; yet Jacob was stronger than the three. Rachel, as well as the daughters of Jethro, assisted in keeping her father’s flocks; but Laban does not appear to have increased very much in riches.

Genesis 29:11. Kissed Rachel, because she was his cousin, and he had never seen her before. He wept, because God had so far succeeded his way. In these tears of softening joy, he felt something speaking within, that God would henceforth crown his life with every good.

Genesis 29:18. I will serve thee seven years. The rich men of the earth indulged themselves in polygamy. Hence the father of a virgin prudently required a dowry of the man to whom he gave her, that in case of being despised on his marrying another woman, he might secure her maintenance by the dowry; but the dowry so deposited was always reserved for the children. Jacob being poor, offers a full servitude instead of money.

Genesis 29:21. Give me my wife. The seven years being completed, he demanded Rachel on the ground of right. And he wished to receive her conformably to the laws and usuages of families, with the consent of her father, and the good wishes of the public; three grand points in constituting the validity of marriage. 

Genesis 29:25. In the morning behold it was Leah! A fine ado, no doubt, and which nothing could compromise but the promise of Rachel. Laban believed in the covenant of God confirmed to Jacob, and had predetermined to force his eldest daughter on so auspicious a man, and prince of his father’s house. For this purpose he instructed her in the part she was to act, and having induced her to comply with the design, he the more easily imposed on Jacob by means of the veil which virgins wore. Genesis 24:65. Laban acted a base and treacherous part, but tried to excuse himself on the ground of custom; but that did not satisfy the disappointed lover, who had paid a severe dowry of servitude for his wife, because Laban should have urged that law, if he had meant to urge it, at the time of the covenant; not after the nuptial benedictions had been pronounced on the bride. Thus Jacob, who had deceived his own father, was now deceived by his father-in-law!

Genesis 29:27. Fulfil her week. The marriage festivals usually continued a whole week. 14:10; 14:12; 14:17. The law of affinity in marriage was not yet revealed. In the early progress of society there was often a necessity for the near of kin to marry. Jacob thinking the world partially under God’s displeasure for idolatry, thought himself entitled to the liberty allowed in the family of Adam and Noah, but it filled his house with discord.

Genesis 29:28. He gave him Rachel. It appears from the number of children Jacob had at the end of twenty years, that he married Rachel immediately after the week of feasting was expired.

Genesis 29:29. Bilhah. The dotal maid was the property of the bride. See Genesis 16. 24.

Genesis 29:30. He loved Rachel more than Leah; which in Genesis 29:33 is called “hated.” Why then allow of polygamy at all, seeing a man can love but one woman, as a wife should be loved. Yet these patriarchs were reckoned models of purity in their age. They touched not the dotal maid till the lawful wife had done bearing. No man in Europe can draw inferences of polygamy or concubinage from it, for the nations are now very populous. In primitive society no brother would allow his sister to be treated as a harlot.

Genesis 29:32. Leah—called his name Reuben, variously rendered, Behold my son; son of vision, or of providence. 

Genesis 29:33. She called his name Simeon, that is, hearing, or joyful hearing.

REFLECTIONS.
What a series of calamities befel poor Jacob! They began in his youth, and continued to old age; but were mixed with many mercies. On a review of providence it would seem in some sort a general law, that all men highly honoured of God should be greatly tried. Perhaps he sees that our soaring vanity needs to be checked by a constant cross.

Amidst all his afflictions we see a superintending providence every moment extending its watchful eye over our patriarch. How seasonable and consolatory were the dream, and the promises made to him at Bethel. How opportune and pleasing was the meeting with Rachel in the field, and how deep the impression which heaven made in that interview on Jacob’s heart. Let us ever learn to rely on the promised care of the Almighty: he is watchful on all occasions to promote our happiness.

If Jacob served fourteen years with pleasure for Rachel, and thought himself more than paid in the boon of a favourite wife, what should ministers do for the glory of God, and the Redeemer of the world. Is there any cross we should decline, any labour we should reckon hard, or any treatment we should think severe, if we may obtain the conversion of sinners, and the approbation of our Master?

Was Laban wicked and sordid to violate his faith with Jacob, and require a double servitude for his daughter’s beauty? With what greater pleasure then should we serve the Father of spirits, who is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and of great compassion.—But at the same time let all parents learn to keep faith with their children; for family vices are a sort of sins the most difficult to purge.

If it was not Leah’s lot to be the favourite wife, she had a gratifying compensation in being singularly happy as a mother; nor was it a small diminution of Rachel’s beauty, that she was barren. Thus it is that providence has attempered society together, often as St. Paul observes, putting honour on the more uncomely parts, that every one may have cause to be humble, and cause to rejoice before the Lord. Let no good man therefore be discouraged. The God of Israel ever lives to help him out of all his troubles. 

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-43
Genesis 30:2. Am I in God’s stead. Rachel’s impatience provoked Jacob’s anger, because she asked of man whist was the prerogative of God to give. The rabbins remark here, that God keeps in his own hands the four grand keys of nature. First, the key of life or generation; secondly, the key of bread; thirdly, the key of rain, Deuteronomy 28:12; fourthly, the key of the grave, or resurrection from the dead. Ezekiel 37:12. Those favours of posterity are to be asked in prayer, and with all deference and submission to the Father of spirits.

Genesis 30:3. She shall bear upon my knees; that the child might be free born, and adopted from its birth. By these privileges it became heir of the wealth and hopes of the family; and with this view a dotal maid was usually given with a lady on her marriage, as a precaution against the want of issue.

Genesis 30:11. A troop cometh, and she called his name Gad. From this birth, Leah augured a numerous progeny to Jacob; yea, a troop or army of descendants. The apostate Israelites gave the name of Gad to the altars which they built to prosperity, as in the note on Isaiah 65:11. Gad is also used to designate happiness.

Genesis 30:13. She called his name Asher; that is, blessed.

Genesis 30:14. Mandrakes. We do not know what sort of fruit these were. Augustine says he once saw some. They were beautiful in appearance, fragrant in smell, but insipid in the taste. Song of Solomon 7:13. Some think they were apples of that name.

Genesis 30:18. She called his name Issachar; that is, hire.

Genesis 30:20. She called his name Zebulon; that is, a dwelling, or a little habitation.

Genesis 30:24. Joseph, that is, addition.

Genesis 30:37. Made the white appear. The human fœtus is often marked in the mother’s womb with blood, or with the shape of red and purple fruits; but when do we see cattle devoid of reason, so marked? Though we presume not to deny the influence of those rods, yet it is safer to say that God gave Jacob the cattle. 

Genesis 30:38. The rods which he had peeled. This was a mere prejudice of the ancient shepherds. The rods, however they were peeled, could not procure these effects on the cattle. It was God therefore who graciously blessed him with substance. But with regard to women, there have been many occurrences in natural history, which strongly corroborate what is here asserted of the effects of the imagination, &c. Vide Poli. syn. crit. in loc. An Ethiopian lady once had a white child, which made a great deal of talk; but as no one could impeach the lady’s chastity, the physicians at length ascribed the cause to a portrait of Andromache, which hung in the lady’s bedchamber.

REFLECTIONS.
From the painful feelings of Rachel at the happiness and prosperity of Leah, let us endeavour never to envy another in regard to the wealth, honour, talents, or advantages they may enjoy, of which we are for the present deprived. Having God, the alsufficient God for our portion, let us be content with our lot.

Was Rachel so afflicted for the want of children as to be on the point of dying with anguish and grief? How much more should ministers of the gospel travail, that children of the promise may be converted under their word. Oh, how afflictive to a faithful minister, to see his audience crowded from week to week, and yet to hear of no conversions! Let him weep, and grieve, and pray for success. Tears will soften his soul, devotion will raise him up to God, and heaven will descend with his ministry in more fruitful showers of grace. The God who pitied Rachel, will not forget the weeping pastor of his flock.

Was Laban poor when Jacob arrived; and did God in fourteen years bless him exceedingly by Jacob’s industry and superior skill? How happy is a man, surrounded by religious and faithful servants; how happy is the house where the ark of God abides. But oh blessed man, be not content with the inferior gifts, look for the double portion promised in the covenant. God will give grace and glory, and no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.

Did Jacob serve Laban faithfully in three successive engagements, though the terms were apparently hard? He is then a fine example to young men who enjoy the honourable liberty of serving their fathers. Let them be faithful in the discharge of every duty as unto God, and they shall reap the rewards here in peace of conscience, in temporal happiness, and the works of virtue shall not be forgotten in the life to come.

But did Laban deceive Jacob, and change his wages ten times? Let parents learn to keep faith with their children, and not to provoke them. To envy another in his prosperity is sinful, and much more unnatural to envy a son- in-law, in whose children the parents still survive. God requires fidelity in all men; and peculiarly so in persons so nearly connected. Blessed is the man that hath sworn to his hurt, and keepeth his word: he shall ascend into the holy hill of the Lord. Psalms 15:4. This is the high morality of our scriptures; and godliness with contentment is great gain.

In the extraordinary prosperity of Jacob we see farther, the faithfulness of God to his covenant and promises. And indeed, while a man continues to walk with God, it is a continued chain of blessedness here, and the fulness of felicity for ever. 

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-55
Genesis 31:1. He heard the words of Laban’s sons. Three causes are assigned for Jacob’s abrupt removal: first, the bitter reproaches of Laban’s sons: secondly, the consequent change in the countenance of Laban; and thirdly, the special command of God, who, ever faithful to his covenant, guarded Jacob with a watchful eye, and enriched him with a munificent hand.

Genesis 31:15. He hath sold us; that is, he hath given us in marriage for fourteen years’ service, and not returned the wealth gained in that time, which is justly due as a portion to us and to our children.

Genesis 31:19. Rachel had stolen the images. Hebrews תרפים teraphim. Those images were made at first to represent the angels which had appeared to the fathers at sacrifice. They were next made in memory of dead men: some have thought Laban’s gods of that kind. Be the origin what it might, it ultimately led to gross idolatry. The gods of India are constructed in characters so terrific as evidently to have had their origin in a guilty conscience. The devotion paid to those household gods was more than that paid to the Creator. The army would not march, nor would a family emigrate, without its gods. The Danites stole Micah’s image. Judges 17. And when Troy was in flames, Eneas said to Anchises, 

Tu, genitor, cape sacra manu patriosque penates: 
Me, bello è tanto digressum et cæde recenti, 
Attrectare nefas; donec me flumine vivo abluero. ÆN. 2:717.
“Do you, oh father, take charge of those hallowed teraphim, and the deities of our country: for me, just come from the field of battle, to touch them would be profanation, until I shall wash myself in the flowing river.” See Deuteronomy 21:6. 1 Kings 18:40.

Genesis 31:21. The river Euphrates, which according to Boiste’s chart of the holy land, runs not more than sixty miles from Haran.

Genesis 31:23. Pursued after him. No doubt with an intent either to kill him, or to deprive him of his wives and property, as is apparent from Jacob’s fears, and from the divine dream which deterred Laban from the execution of his wicked purpose. 

Genesis 31:24. In a dream. God would not honour Laban with a visit of his angelic presence. It was merely in dreams that most of the heathen were favoured at all in this way.

Genesis 31:27. Sent thee away with mirth. Hypocrisy is a mark of consummate wickedness. Laban would have sent him away empty and sorrowful.

Genesis 31:32. Let him not live. It appears from the sentence pronounced by Joseph’s brethren concerning the cup, as well as from this passage, that the ancients punished the grosser acts of theft with death.

Genesis 31:46. Jacob gathered stones—and made a heap. This was also the custom of our Gothic fathers. In all places we find burrows raised for the dead, and for memorials of battles and events.

Genesis 31:47. Jegar-sahadutha, is the Syrian, and Gilead, the Hebrew name of this monument. It was a round heap of stones with a flat top. Gil is any thing round, and Ed or Eed is a witness or testimony.

Genesis 31:53. Jacob sware by the fear of his father. The fear of God being often put for the whole of religion, we are here to understand that Jacob sware by the religion of his father Isaac.

REFLECTIONS.
When the time was come for Jacob to return, the Lord permitted the envy of Laban’s sons to operate on the father’s countenance, and to hasten the purposes of providence. Why should we then be so much afraid of evil; for the Spirit and providence of God harmonizing together, shall make the envy of the wicked productive of our present and eternal good.

We learn that counsel and devotion are requisite before any step is taken in which the safety and happiness of a whole family is involved. After prayer to God, Jacob communicated his design to Rachel and Leah. They both at once entered into his views, and being of the same mind and judgment with their husband, they would fully second him in the design; and God set his seal to their counsel by commanding them to depart.

Did God, in addressing the patriarch on this occasion, say, I am the God of Beth-el; the place where Jacob had seen the ladder, and received the promises twenty years before. Then he is mindful to perform the promises to us in old age, which he made us in our youth. Let us keep our eye constantly on these promises, for they are more to be relied on than the favour of princes, and the strongest of human compacts.

Did Jacob steal away from Laban without leave, well knowing the deceit of his character; then cases may occur, in our intercourse with unreasonable men, in which it is proper to use the wisdom of the serpent, combined with the innocence of the dove; for when these cases come to be investigated, no guile must be found in our words, nor iniquity in our hands.

Did the pursuit of Laban and all his family, finally, through the restraining hand of providence, terminate in a covenant of peace, and in a paternal benediction? Let not any family called christian be less disposed to reconciliation and mutual love than Laban. On all such occasions, let us explain, and resume our wonted concord; let us hear a voice ever saying, Live in peace and love, and the God of peace and love shall be with you. But at the same time, how grateful should all men be, that God by his providence has restrained them from doing the evil, which had been purposed during an angry moment! 

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-32
Genesis 32:2. Mahanaim, two camps or hosts, or the camp of God; a city in Gilead, mentioned in Joshua 13:26; Joshua 21:38; denoting that the angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him. Psalms 34:7.

Genesis 32:4. My lord Esau. Jacob salutes his brother as a prince, but he says nothing of the birthright. That being the gift of God, must not be given to another.

Genesis 32:6. Four hundred men. A rabbi remarks here, that Laban followed Jacob with some shame, but that Esau came to meet him bare faced, as a bear. The dismissal of Jacob’s messengers in silence, followed by the approach of this armed host, are sufficient indications of Esau’s intentions, and fully justified all Jacob’s fears.

Genesis 32:9. Oh God of my father Abraham. Jacob in terror has recourse to God, to his covenant and promises. He pleads that God had bade him return; that he had already done great things for him, though not worthy of the least of his mercies; and surely he would not now allow an angry brother to frustrate the riches of his grace. What a model is this prayer for christians in the time of trouble!

Genesis 32:22. The ford Jabbok. This river runs between Amma or Philadelphia, and Gerazan, and joins the Jordan about four miles from the latter place. Jacob therefore now entered the promised land, and retired for devotion, on his critical but safe arrival.

Genesis 32:24. A man. This being the only place in which Jehovah, the angel, is expressly called a man, there can be no doubt but Jacob took the stranger for a man of the country. But from his age and aspect, and more so from his conversation, he soon discovered him to be a personage of a very superior order; and therefore solicited of him a patriarch’s blessing, with more eagerness and tears than Esau had solicited the blessing of Isaac.

Genesis 32:25. The hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, being distended, and so much so, that he limped a little all his future years. Is this a law of the invisible world, that he who sees his Maker, though in vision, shall bear till death a thorn in the flesh? 

REFLECTIONS.
The Annotations of the Assembly of Divines, Matthew Henry and others, represent the wrestling between Jacob and Messiah the Angel, almost as an outward conflict. They suppose, that God—the Angel assuming a sort of human vehicle for the occasion—stepped in between Jacob and his family, and refused to give him passage into the promised land. This however is quite improbable, because God had bidden him depart from Padanaram. The text also suggests that Jacob was left behind solely for devotion; that the wrestling on the man’s part was to get away before the day dawned; and on Jacob’s part it was not a pagan conflict, but consisted of supplication and tears. Hosea 12:4. He was resolved to die rather than let him go without a blessing. Hence we may suppose that the man, as he is called, graciously obtruded himself on Jacob’s solitude; and finding him in the depths of trouble, tenderly enquired into the cause; and that Jacob instantly acquainted him with the whole family history concerning the birthright, and the critical situation in which he now stood with his brother Esau. We may farther suppose that the man, on hearing this account, sat down and discoursed with him of God and religion; and in particular, of such providences as would be edifying to the patriarch in his beclouded situation. Jacob, hearing the wisdom of heaven unfolded, and with a simplicity not less captivating than instructive, felt himself in the presence of a superior personage; and probably supposing him to be some such man as the venerable Melchizedek, from whom his grandfather had obtained a blessing, Genesis 15:14; he prostrated before him to receive his benediction, and to entreat his prayers for deliverance on the approaching day. This the man sternly refused to grant, faithfully reproaching Jacob, at the same time, with his former duplicity, and with all his sins, making these, no doubt, with the want of deeper repentance and of earlier fruits, the chief reasons for withholding the favour. Now the conflict began, and it was a severe and weeping conflict; for so peremptory was the man in the refusal, and so determined to disengage himself from his grasp, that he gave Jacob a dreadful sprain in the sinew of his thigh, and thereby occasioned his walking lame for life. This took away all human hope and confidence; and Jacob now could neither fight nor fly. But oh his soul strengthened as his body weakened: he still held the man with a strong arm, and would not let him go. Yea, he felt that he held him with more than human strength; for he felt that the stranger did not use his whole strength to break away. He perceived that the man was not only wiser and holier than himself, but far more powerful. And when the divine stranger saw that he prevailed not against him, he asked to know his name. The patriarch, little suspecting the grace about to follow, simply answered “Jacob.” Thy name, said the Lord, shall no more be called Jacob, a supplanter, but Israel; that is, a man seeing God, for as a prince thou hast power with God and with man, and hast prevailed. Jacob, now encouraged by this favour, ventured to ask at parting the stranger’s name. Wherefore, said the Lord, dost thou ask after my name? Hast thou not perceived a presence more than human! And he blessed him there, and while the benediction descended, Jacob felt all his soul renovated with a divine flame; he felt an awe which sanctified beyond all that language can describe, because, he a worm, a sinful man, had seen his Maker face to face, and his life was preserved. Now, refreshed with this holy fire, all fear was expelled from his heart; he could go forth and meet his brother Esau, in the spirit of confidence and love. He knew the shield which covered his arm. How blessed and happy are the people of God! The angel of the Lord encamp around them, to deliver them from all evil. Psalms 34:7. Christ himself is on their right hand to save them.

We ought not to forget however, that it was Jacob’s sin, his complicated sin, which brought him into trouble; he had personated Esau in obtaining the blessing. And providence is the same still. Those who commit family crimes, those who through covetousness and ambition influence a dying parent in a moment of weakness, will feel its effects at some future day. It shall be so also with every other class of sinners. God’s justice, though at the distance of twenty years, will come armed against them for destruction.

We learn farther, that sinners should bring forth the proper fruits of repentance before they go to God; or at least, if these fruits cannot be all brought forth now, the time for doing this should be firmly fixed in the mind. Unless restitution is made for wrongs, when men are in circumstances to do it, our prayers and sacrifices are in God’s account no better than if we cut off a dog’s neck. And oh, do sins revive in all their strength and vigour, which have slept for twenty, yea for a thousand years? Who then would not tremble at thy justice, oh Lord, and implore thy mercy.

So did Jacob. He resolved to die sooner than suffer his God to go, and leave him destitute of his love. Sinners, here is your model in prayer. The want of food and raiment, the loss of health and all its comforts, are occurrences which concern providence; whenever they are denied, you must submit to the will of God. But the pardon of sin, and a sense of the divine favour, are blessings essential to salvation. Therefore, learn of Jacob; get alone and wrestle with God in all the strength of prayer. Take no denial, for God has promised: be discouraged at no reproaches, for the blessing shall come in larger stores of grace, having for the moment been withheld.

Jacob on prevailing, obtained a new name of the highest honour, having seen his Maker face to face. And whenever God gives the white stone of absolution to a sinner, he writes on his heart a new name of sanctifying grace. The new heart, and the new name are inseparably joined. All we beholding in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. Then we become indeed the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, and are called by his name. The perfect love of God casteth out all fear of death, and we are not afraid of any adversary.

But let all families, as well as penitents, learn of Jacob to plead and wrestle with God, whenever providence, or their own imprudence may have drawn them into difficulties. He used also every prudent means to pacify his brother, and then cast himself on the divine protection, and God was better to him than all his fears. 

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-20
Genesis 33:3. Bowed himself to the ground. He then rose and walked a little farther, and bowed again; so he did seven times until he approached his brother. Homage of this kind was first paid to the great patriarchs; and very extravagant homage is still paid to great men in all the oriental nations. Poor Jacob was now an Assyrian ready to perish, but God was his defence. Deuteronomy 26:5.

Genesis 33:4. Fell on his neck and kissed him. We have here the answer of Jacob’s prayers and Jacob’s tears. Grace is stronger than nature; love casts out fear. How different was this conduct of Esau from that of Joab, who kissed Abner, and stabbed him under the fifth rib. Assuredly in the friendship and covenant of this interview, we see something more than the emotions of nature; something which discovers a heart touched with the power of the Spirit of God. For we are here bound, from the fears and alarms of Jacob at the silence of Esau, to believe, as did the elder rabbins, that Esau set out with a view to do his brother harm.

Genesis 33:10. As the face of God. Many versions read it, as the face of an angel. There is no need however to deviate from the common version, and read angel; as the word often signifies prince, ruler, or judge. To which we may add, the irradiated countenance of Esau, on seeing the prosperity of his brother.

Genesis 33:17. Succoth. The place of booths, on the east of the Jordan. Jacob stayed here till his cattle brought forth their young.

Genesis 33:18. Shalem. That is, safety, in which state he reached Sichem: so Dr. Wells. But most commentators think that it was the place which was afterwards called Sychar, John 4:5; for that village had been distinguished by patriarchal devotions.

Genesis 33:19. Hundred pieces of money. Hebrews lambs. It is thought that a lamb was stamped on the money; as an angel was once ridiculously stamped on an English coin, which occasioned it to be called an angel. The French call a gold coin of 20s. after the name of their sovereign, a Louis d’or, a Napoleon. 

Genesis 33:20. El-elohe-Israel. Poole, out of Menochius, renders this name, or inscription, the altar of the Mighty God of Israel.
REFLECTIONS.
We now see Jacob safely arrived in the promised land, God having heard his prayer, restrained the rage of Laban, and removed the long lurking malice from Esau’s heart. What shall a man render to God for all his benefits! In particular we learn from this history, that the presence of God is the best support of the soul in the time of danger and affliction. Jacob had stayed behind for prayer; but after the covenant tokens of God’s favour had been renewed to him, with an increase of blessings, though halt, he hasted to the head of his company, and was the first to meet Esau. Let us ever pray that the divine presence may accompany us through life, and we shall either be safe from danger, or danger will be turned to our advantage.

This afflicted man, we farther see, divided his family and his cattle into companies. He placed his beloved Rachel with Joseph on a camel behind; but Leah with Judah, from whom the Messiah descended, was the first exposed to danger. How vain and insufficient is man’s care, unless God also care! No man is able to guide his affairs with discretion, without the counsel of that eye which sees futurity without a veil. And as the smallest incidents of life may be pregnant with the greatest events, let us in every thing seek the guidance and blessing of Israel’s God.

How efficacious is prayer, when accompanied with prudence and good fruits, for the conversion of sinners. Did the Lord in a moment change the hard heart of Esau; and so much so, that instead of killing his brother he wept, and fell on his neck and kissed him: instead of looking on him with hateful eyes, his countenance was as the face of God? Let us then hope for Esau, on whom the secondary blessing of Isaac came; let us hope that Jacob’s submission and piety, now very much revived, had a good and lasting effect on his brother’s mind; and let us hope also for the conversion of all our relatives, even of those who seem the farthest from the good way. And God forbid that we should ever set their hearts against religion by studied acts of falsehood, covetousness, and crime.

Did Jacob, on arriving near Shechem, purchase a field; and following the custom of the family, did he erect an altar to the Lord, and pay there his vows to the Most High, firmly purposing to build another at Bethel as soon as providence permitted? (Genesis 28:20; Genesis 28:22.) Did the Lord also confirm to him every blessing of the covenant? Then let all families learn of him to raise an altar unto God in their houses, and join in public worship. And if providence should call young people, or whole families to wander in their pilgrimage, seeking their bread, let it be their first concern to adore God in their new abode, and to form connections with his people.

Did Jacob according to his vow, spare no cost which was needful for God’s service? Let all christians learn to support God’s ministers with food and raiment, that they may give up their minds freely to his work; and let them so assist the poor, that the blessing of heaven may rest on all his people. Thus the good man scattereth, and yet maketh rich. 

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-31
Genesis 34:1. Dinah. One of the oldest of Jacob’s daughters, for he had many: Genesis 37:35. Josephus intimates that it was a festival day, and it is probable that she had been invited by ladies with whom her family was acquainted. She was then about fifteen years of age, but it does not appear that Jacob knew of this visit to the feast.

Genesis 34:12. Dowry, to the father, and gift to the lady. When Cyrus concluded the match with Gobrias, that Hystaspes should marry his daughter, he immediately sent presents to the lady; and the acceptance of these presents was a pledge that she was espoused. This custom is still observed by most of the oriental nations. But a wretch like Hamor, who has violated hospitality with a virgin, would not scruple to break faith with the father if his interest were concerned.

Genesis 34:15. Circumcised. The Hebrew family could not intermarry with the uncircumcised, but the deceit they couched under this proposal was a double crime, because it abused the grand seal of their religion. They were not able however to avenge their sister’s wrongs by open war.

Genesis 34:20. The gate of their city. The place of justice and of public affairs. Mark how they plead for the public good, when prompted to it solely by motives of private honour or interest: but God permitted the deceivers to be deceived.

Genesis 34:25. The third day. When the great soreness had produced swelling and fever, Reuben, Dinah’s eldest brother, would not enter into this bloody plot, being of a milder temper. Genesis 37:29-30. But all the brothers joined in plundering the city.

Genesis 34:30. Ye have troubled me. Jacob names this sin of Levi and Simeon on his deathbed. (Genesis 50:5.) The provocation was great indeed, and worthy of death; and had Hamor refused to screen the culprit, he would have saved his own life and the lives of his people. Nevertheless, the crime of revenge was great and complicated. The lion roars, and falls on his prey, but man uses craft and deceit. They employed circumcision, the sign and seal of the Hebrew covenant to effect the most foul and bloody designs. It was war made by two enraged brothers; instead of which the sword should never be unsheathed but as the last appeal of nations, and never made, if allowed at all, but by the consent of all the people, who are alike involved in the consequences.

REFLECTIONS.
Jacob was now somewhat more than a hundred years of age when this sad calamity befel his daughter. He saw indeed his family rising apace, and crowned with every comfort. But our earthly peace is insecure. An unexpected arrow suddenly pierced his soul, wounded his family, and caused the tender eyes of Leah to weep a torrent of tears. Parents should therefore learn, not to expose their children, more than they can help, to the temptations common in all the public walks of life. We have in this age greatly to lament the education and habits with which young women of fortune and family are indulged. It is not possible for them to devour novels, attend theatres, and crowd assemblies, without the loss of modesty and mental purity. And if the moral principle is once injured, what safety can be promised from their weakness in future life. Let them stay at home, be instructed in religion, and accomplished in every domestic duty. If their fortune raise them above labour, let them ride and walk. It is exercise that gives the maid a ruddy cheek, while the looks of madam are sallow.

In Hamor we have a shocking instance of perfidy and violence to a damsel extremely young. This in the poorest man had been a crime worthy of death; but in a prince it was much greater. If a young woman trust herself on a visit to a family, that house is her asylum; and it should be as safe as her father’s house. It is exactly the same, if a poor girl go to serve in a family. The heads of that house are, in a relative view, responsible for her safety and her morals. Hence young men should be fully apprised, that however ardently they may be attached to a woman, no indelicate word should ever be uttered in her ear, nor the slightest indecency offered to her person. The man who does this, forfeits his rank and character in the society of good men, and becomes an object of public shame.

We learn farther, that when unprotected innocence is once seduced, a whole family, and a whole community may involve themselves in the guilt. Shechem endeavoured indeed to procure the marriage of his son, in as fine a way as circumstances would then admit; and had his motives been pure, his conduct would have been good. But now, if the unfortunate woman happen to be poorer than the man, his parents seldom scruple to load themselves with his guilt, and endeavour to justify their conduct by reproaching the sufferer with indiscretion or the want of virtue. And can the young man, conscious of his own guilt, ever be happy in the bed of another? No: it will be a bed of thorns, whatever may be her riches or her beauty. And can these parents ever meet the father of the orphan, and the friend of the oppressed? No: for their own hearts will testify against them.

We learn also, that God’s mysterious providence often permits one crime to become the punishment of another. Simeon and Levi drew Shechem and Hamor into the covenant of circumcision; and Shechem and Hamor induced their citizens to embrace the Hebrew religion, from the sordid motive of sharing Jacob’s wealth. How dreadful is duplicity in religious concerns. Did they think that God had no eyes to detect hypocrisy! Like Balaam they temporized with religion for gain, and perished like Balaam with the sword. As we have in this history, a new and complete proof of man’s original and actual depravity; let young men especially beware of their passions, and pray the Lord to eradicate every evil propensity from the heart; and let them seriously remember, that a blot in youth is a blot for life. Above all, we should never make religion a cover for our crimes. 

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-29
Genesis 35:1. And God said. This is the fifth vision in which the Lord appeared to Jacob; it marks a special providence over his safety, by removing him from the vicinity of Shechem to a peaceful dwelling.

Genesis 35:2. Be clean and change your garments. Let your exterior cleanliness by water, be an emblem of your greater purity of heart. In this sanctifying manner did Jacob admit the female captives of Shechem into the Hebrew church: and so is baptism a figure of purity to the christian church.

Genesis 35:4. Hid them. Having first no doubt defaced the images of the idols, or the superstitious figures with which they were engraved. Jacob did not dare to meet his God at Bethel, till he had left every vestige of Shechem’s idols behind.

Genesis 35:7. El-beth-el, the God of God’s house. He added something to the name, because God now added to him new mercies.

Genesis 35:8. Almon-bachuth, the oak of weeping. Deborah is supposed to have been about a hundred years of age. She had been an eminent servant, and for her great services was ultimately considered and lamented as one of the family.

Genesis 35:22. Reuben went and lay with Bilhah, who was the dotal maid of Rachel. It was customary among the oriental patriarchs to take the dotal maid, if the princess proved barren, or when she had done bearing. Their pleas for so doing were unfounded in nature, and often fraught with mischief; now, by the law of nature and of nations, they are altogether inadmissible. The crime was great, and though Jacob dissembled his horror of the deed for the time, fearing greater evils, he being old, Bilhah young, and Reuben ferocious; yet he cursed him in a limited sense on his deathbed, by a privation of the birthright, and loss of the regal sceptre. Levi became the priest, and the sceptre was awarded to Judah. Genesis 49:4. 1 Chronicles 5:1-2. One crime may undo a man for life, and degrade his children for ages to come. The three places of scripture in which this sad case is named preclude all palliations. It was a crime revolting to all moral feeling, and destitute of secular advantages. 

REFLECTIONS.
Poor Jacob, in his fears, being warned of God, fled to Bethel, where the Lord had first revealed his glory, and confirmed to him the covenant made with his fathers. He had found Bethel a place of comfort when he fled from Esau, and he now hastes to the same favourite spot when hearing that the Canaanites would revenge the massacre. How inviting is the place, how sacred is the house where God has blessed his word, and revealed his comforts to the soul. Let our feet never forget the way thither, especially in the day of trouble.

Jacob, before he fled from Shechem, purged his house of idols, and reformed the idolatrous captives of their superstition. Let us learn from it, never to appear before the Lord in our sins; he is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. All new servants should in like manner be made acquainted with the rules of a righteous man’s house, that no liar, no swearer, no wicked person may abide in his presence.

This done, the Lord appeared the sixth time to his servant, in his angelical presence, and once more repeated and enlarged his covenant. He shed terror on his enemies that they durst not pursue him; and wherever Jacob consecrated an altar, he had some new mark of God’s special presence and regard. Hence we see, that heaven never remits its care, nor forgets its promises. And God is the same still: wherever the good man goes, there he meets his God; wherever he prays, there he receives an answer of peace.

But scarcely were these fears allayed, than Jacob’s ancient sorrows had cause to flow afresh for the loss of Rachel, his beloved wife. During her barrenness she had been impatient and discontented, and said in the anguish of her soul, “Give me children, or else I die.” God heard her prayers, for she would not be denied. He gave her Joseph, and next Benjamin, whom she bare, and then expired. We should learn hence, entire submission to the divine good pleasure, in all our temporal concerns, because the crosses attendant on indulgence may be heavier than the pains of privation. She died however in sight of Bethel, and happy is that man, that woman, however suddenly seized and arrested with death, who die with a fair prospect of God’s altar, and God’s house.

But as the waves beat against the rock, and repeat their furious strokes, so in life one trouble succeeds another. Jacob had scarcely buried Rachel, before a worse calamity happened by Reuben, than the burial of this firstborn: nor was it Reuben’s only crime. He dishonoured his father, and fixed a blot on his own character, which could never be wiped away. Let all young men pray for purity of thought, and form the most sacred habits of chastity, that they may have through life the glory of a spotless character.

Isaac though deprived for many years of sight, yet exceeded his father and all his children in age; happy fruit of early piety, strict temperance, and a regular life. More happy still in living so long a monument of God’s fidelity to his covenant and promise. Happy also Jacob and Esau, whose friendship was more lasting than their enmity, to deposit the remains of so venerable a sire in the sepulchre of his fathers. Happy, thrice happy to imitate his virtues, and follow him to glory. And it is no small comfort, that the scriptures lose not sight of Esau, as a man faithful in friendship, and venerant to his father. The promise of the Seed of the Messiah being fixed in Jacob’s line, did not cut off Esau from salvation, on repentance for his sins, any more than the promise being fixed in Judah, cut off his eleven brothers. Jacob seems to have wished Joseph to be heir of the promise, but God, whose right alone it was to give, fixed it in Judah’s line. 

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-43
Genesis 36:1. The generations. The critics complain of the difficulties in this genealogy, arising from the same person having two names, a custom common to many nations. The ancients assumed new titles on propitious events.

Genesis 36:2. Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon; that is, grand daughter or descendant, it being the manner of the ancients to trace their line back to a prince.

Genesis 36:3. Bashemath. She is called Mahalath in Genesis 28:9.

Genesis 36:4. And Adar bare to Esau Eliphaz. The rabbins are much divided here. Very many think that Eliphaz was the ancestor of Job, and grandfather of Eliphaz, king of Teman, Job’s friend;—and thus they make Job to be the fifth from Abraham. But others think that Job descended in the line of Nachor.

Genesis 36:6. From the face of his brother Jacob. Esau, who seems to have approached Isaac in his last moments, returned to mount Seir, or Edom, for the camps of the two brothers were too numerous to dwell together.

Genesis 36:11. Teman. Tema occurs in the poems of Ossian; and a similarity of names appears to indicate an identity in the origin of nations.

Genesis 36:15. Duke, a military title, from their being as it would seem, captains of a thousand men. Others are of opinion that the term merely denotes that they were heads of houses. The term agrees with the twelve princes in the line of Ishmael; and they undoubtedly exercised a sort of regal power in their several districts.

Genesis 36:20. Sons of Seir—inhabited the land of Edom before Esau gained possession of it, and held the strong places of mount Seir. The dukes of Esau afterwards expelled the children of Seir; and as was usual with the patriarchs, called the land Edom after their own name. Psalms 49:11.

Genesis 36:24. Mules. The original word occurs in this place only, and hence its import is doubtful. Some think it signifies giants, whom Anah expelled: others contend that it means mineral waters, or hot-wells. Jerome follows this opinion in the Vulgate, as was the general belief of the rabbins, and the most probable, as mules never have foals: man may for once mar the works of God, but not a second time.

Genesis 36:31. Before there reigned any king over the children of Israel. The marginal illustration, as elsewhere, has here been copied into the text from 1 Chronicles 1:43, &c.—We have no account of Esau’s death. No doubt he out-lived his brother Jacob, and his latter days, it would seem, were better spent than his earlier life.

Genesis 36:33. Jobab. Some of the Jews contend that this man was Job, the great model of patience; but others think, that he descended from Nahor, because Huz is mentioned. Genesis 22:21. There is however a strong probability that he descended from Esau.

Genesis 36:34. Temani, or Teman, the capital of Edom, not far from Bozrah, both of which are mentioned by the prophets. Isaiah 63. Jeremiah 49. Amos 1.

REFLECTIONS.
From this genealogy we see the faithfulness of God to Esau. The Lord prospered him according to the prophetic blessings of Isaac, and he rose to worldly power earlier than Jacob; but though the blessing was longer delayed to Jacob, it was more exalted than his brother’s when it came, and its glory shall never fade away. Then let the men of the world have the first glare; their day shall be short, and their names shall soon be forgotten; but the righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance. 

37 Chapter 37 

Verses 1-36
Genesis 37:2. These are the generations, or events which happened to Jacob’s family.—Sons of Bilhah. Jacob seems to have divided Leah’s sons from the sons of the bond-women, who proved very wicked children; and Joseph’s calamities began by accusing them. Concumbentes cum bestiis.
Genesis 37:3. Israel loved Joseph, because of Rachel, and because of his great piety at the age of seventeen; and having taken the birthright from Reuben, on account of his sin, he conferred it on Joseph on account of his piety. With this view he made him a coat of many colours, that he might assist him at the altar. But it might be called a coat of varied colours, from the embroidery, as the Tunicam manicatam seems to imply. The art of dyeing was understood by the ancients, as appears from the Tyrian purple, chiefly produced by secretions found in a fish. The works of art would obtrude discoveries on the old world.

Genesis 37:4. They hated him. The partiality of their father, the complaints preferred against them for their faults, the coat of many colours, and the character of his dreams, instead of attracting the esteem of their better nature, excited their hatred, as was the case of the Lord Christ, of whom Joseph was a figure.

Genesis 37:14. Whether it be well with thy brethren. Jacob might fear some calamity on account of the massacre at Shechem.

Genesis 37:19. This dreamer cometh. A bitter sarcasm, and word of infidel reproach, which God, in the interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams, converted into real honour, and a diadem of prophetic glory. So in the case of Jesus Christ, the crown of thorns was turned into a crown of glory, the reed into a sceptre of iron, and the purple robe into garments of light and majesty.

Genesis 37:20. Let us slay him. Simeon and Levi, according to Abarbanel, were the two that moved the rest to this wicked deed. Poli. Synopsis. Simeon is said to have bound Joseph, which apparently accounts for his being bound in Egypt.

Genesis 37:24. The pit was empty; being a pit to catch water in the rainy season. 

Genesis 37:34. Jacob—mourned. There was more cause to have mourned for the wickedness of his sons yet alive, than for Joseph, who was supposed to be dead. When a man is supposed to have died in a distant land, his family should endeavour meekly to leave the matter with providence.

REFLECTIONS.
Entering now on the history of Joseph, one of the finest and most instructive providences is unfolded to our view which the sacred writings afford; and there is nothing in all the pagan writings, which either in point of consummate virtue or literary excellence, has claims to equal merit. May the Lord assist us in tracing its prominent features, and may our hearts be softened and sanctified by a review of his early providences and grace.— We find Joseph, at the age of seventeen, inheriting the virtues of the patriarchs, and twice favoured with divine revelations of his future greatness. So it is that providence is wont to buoy up the mind with sacred hope, before the days of affliction approach.

He was hated of his brothers, because of his virtue; because he complained of their vices, and because he was honoured of his father and of his God. And providence is the same still; the cross and the crown are uniformly joined. We have seldom known a man eminently holy, but he was eminently tried. The one without the other might have been awful even to St. Paul: hence the joys of his revelations were allayed with a thorn (of infirmities) in the flesh. Consequently we ought not to be discouraged at adversity, for having God’s favour our crosses shall do us good, and not evil.

We learn also, that real religion is characterised by abundance of simplicity, and a disposition to overcome evil with good. How simply did this youth relate his dreams! Intending no harm himself, he little suspected that another would thereby take occasion to seek his destruction. How cheerfully did he run to Shechem, and then to Dothan, to seek his envious brothers! A deep work of God on a young man’s mind is accompanied with the most engaging simplicity. Living to God, he has no secrets but what might be known. Wishing to do all things right, he opens all his soul without reserve. His friendship is without suspicion, and his conversation untainted with guile. Grace makes a man once more as a little child, and restores even to old age the heaven of infantile simplicity. On the other hand, how wicked, how inconceivably wicked must the human heart be, which can hate and persecute so much goodness in the soul of a brother. Oh, how sin estranges the heart from God: what a desert, a dry and barren desert, it brings upon the soul. Oh, how soon may a course of crimes reduce the human heart to become the habitation of devils, and the seat of every infernal plot. Suppress, oh my soul, every evil thought in its commencement, for thou knowest not but a single folly once indulged may prove thy destruction, or embarrass thee for life. A single folly did I say? But where is the sin that is not complicated? Here is a plot to kill a young, a pious, and unoffending brother. Next follows a scheme to cover the crime, by dipping his sacred coat in the blood of a kid; and sad is the recollection, that by a kid Jacob had deceived his father Isaac. Next the venerable Sire must be murdered too, or nearly so, with sorrow for a favourite son; and next, this horrid story must be persisted in for twenty years, till providence should develope the guilt. These brothers cast Joseph into a pit, and would have fallen themselves into the bottomless pit, had not God graciously brought them to deep repentance. Flee, oh young man, the society and counsel of ungodly men; for when once entered on a course of crimes, you may not stop at the limited point; and every kind of sin must terminate either in humiliating confessions, or everlasting misery. 

38 Chapter 38 

Verses 1-30
Genesis 38:1. At that time. All the events of this chapter could not happen in the twenty-two years from the selling of Joseph, to Israel’s going down into Egypt; but according to Eben Ezra, as quoted by critics, Judah must have married a Canaanite before the sale of his brother. At the age of fourteen he left his father, and married this strange woman, by whom he had Er, Onan, and Shelah in three years. Judah’s morals were therefore corrupted at an early age, and this accounts for the tragic occurrences of his house.

Genesis 38:7. Er, though very young was so extremely wicked, that the Lord slew him. God having concealed the nature of his crimes in the dark cloud of his vengeance, we ought not to make farther inquiry.

Genesis 38:9. Onan was not better than his brother Er. His crime was double; first, in denying issue to Tamar, and thereby depriving her of all her covenant rights; and secondly, in secret wickedness, for which the Lord slew him. Both these sons, it should be remembered, were educated by a heathen mother. Onanism is not only to be avoided by early rising, but all that leads to it abhorred, as idleness and novel reading. This sin superinduces every disease incident to the body. The Greeks have a proverb which applies here. το νικαν αυτον εαυτον πασων νικων πρωτη και αριστη, το δε ετασθαι αυτον υφ εαυτον, αισχιστον τε και κακιστον. To conquer one’s self is the first and best of all victories; but for a man to be conquered by himself, is the vilest and worst of sins.

Genesis 38:13. It was told Tamar. This young widow had borne much reproach for the singular loss of two young husbands. She had been defrauded by Onan, and disappointed of Shelah; and considering her marriage claims of issue and of property from the family, she took this bold and singular step. Her peculiar situation, and the laws of her people should be well considered, before we too far censure a mysterious deed.

Genesis 38:17. A kid. How lost to reason, and blinded by passion. How deplorably wretched must both the man and the woman be, who can barter their virtue for so paltry a price.

Genesis 38:18. Thy signet. This was usually a precious stone; the writing was often a short and ingenious monogram, so that it could not be counterfeited without aid of a goldsmith and a lapidary. Thus Tamar by getting possession of the signet outwitted Judah.

Genesis 38:21. Where is the harlot that was openly by the wayside? קדשׁ kedaish, that was separated from her family, and devoted to hire. So is the sense of Hosea 4:14. “They are separated with whores, and they sacrifice with harlots.” Neither families, nor society can know a woman who devotes herself to prostitution; and the magistrate is bound to punish the crime. Brothels provoke the anger of heaven against a nation; all such women should be put in some asylum. Tamar’s case was unique, not a case of imitation.

Genesis 38:24. Let her be burnt. She was betrothed to Shelah, and in that case she ought to have suffered death. Deuteronomy 22:23-24. Leviticus 21:9. It is highly probable that she was a priest’s daughter.

REFLECTIONS.
Here is a chapter painted with the deepest tints of vice. Here is a black catalogue of persons, extremely young, who had made a daring progress in the worst of vices, all of which began in youthful folly. Judah obstinately left his father’s house to live with Hirah; and marrying a Canaanite immediately, he lost the modesty of youth, and imbibed the corruptions of the country. How instructive is Judah’s error to all young men, whose hearts are ready to be carried away with a torrent of vice. Their weakness has need to be protected by a parent’s eye, or sheltered by the care of a righteous family.

In Er and in Onan, two depraved young men of a wicked age, we have instruction and warning of the most awful kind. Oh what purity of heart, what sanctity of life, what rigour of piety should be here inculcated! And with what horror should we start at the slightest propensity to evil; for sin worketh death. Let us listen to that warning voice, “The temple of God is holy, which temple ye are; and if any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy.”

But here the father offended as well as the sons; one would have thought, heaven had now given up these royal branches to their own ways, that the whole might be destroyed body and soul. Judah wrought folly in Israel when shearing his sheep, when in company with a Canaanite, and on a day of feasting and wine. He lost his staff and signet, his princely honours were in possession of a harlot; and must this man still be addressed, my lord, and sit in the first place at table, who but last night left all his laurels in the chamber of a mistress! Let all men learn the strictest laws of temperance and sobriety, nourishing and feeding the body for the service of God, and the duties of life.

But did Judah desist from repeating the inquiry after the harlot, and was he content to lose his staff, his bracelets and his ring for fear of shame? Ah, and sinners are too often actuated merely by the same sentiment. It is detection and public shame which alarm their fears, and induce them not unfrequently to fabricate a multitude of lies to cover the guilt of one foul and scandalous offence. But the language of true repentance is “Father, I have sinned against heaven and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.”

Here is also instruction for magistrates, and for those who exercise discipline in the church. Bring her forth, said Judah, and let her be burnt; for the heads of tribes were invested of God with power to punish crimes with death. It often happens however, that great men, guilty themselves, are much more disposed to punish vices which tarnish their honour, or affect their interest, than because those sins are odious in the eyes of heaven.

We also see the mysterious conduct of grace and justice largely unfolded. After God had made an awful example of Er and Onan, and after granting repentance, we would hope, to Judah and Tamar, he was graciously pleased to consecrate one of their offspring to be primogenitor of the Messiah. Surely the largeness of this grace is intended to comfort the chief of sinners, when like Judah and Tamar they never repeat their sin. He who abhorred not Judah’s line, will not disdain to make their souls a habitation of his glory. Happy, happy indeed the Magdalen who is more devoted to God and his glory, than she has been to the world; but happier still, thrice happier the youth, who keeps himself unspotted as a branch of righteousness from the pollutions of the age. 

39 Chapter 39 

Verses 1-23
Genesis 39:1. Potiphar. What a providence, that Joseph was bought by a man in whom Pharaoh had placed very much confidence. Captain of the guard. He seems to have been a military superintendent of the butchers, bakers, and every other class of servants in the king’s household.

Genesis 39:2. The Lord was with Joseph. The Targum reads, The Word of the Lord was Joseph’s helper; that is, the Messiah.

Genesis 39:7. It came to pass. In the eleventh year of Joseph’s servitude, when he was twenty-seven years of age, and well acquainted with the language and laws of Egypt.

Genesis 39:17. The Hebrew servant—came in to mock me. The story of Hipponome, a beautiful youth, son of Glaucus, king of Epyrus or Corinth, found in pagan fable, seems to corroborate this part of the Mosaic history. Homer, bk. 6. Hipponome having killed his brother Beller, was surnamed Bellerophon; that is, murderer of Beller, fled to the court of Proëte, where the king received him with great hospitality. But the queen, Stenobœa or Antéè, falling passionately in love with him, assayed by all means to allure him to her desires; but unable to succeed, the tide of passion turned at length to hatred: she accused him to her husband, as having insulted her modesty. Proëte, unwilling to stain his asylum with blood, sent him with a sealed letter to his son-in-law, Jobates king of Lydia, containing proofs of his guilt, and commanding his execution. Jobates, however, having need of his services in his wars against the Solymonites, a warlike people of Asia, gave him a commission in his army. See Deuteronomy 33:16-17.

Genesis 39:20. Put him into the prison. That grace which softened Reuben’s heart to save his brother, now softened Potiphar’s to mitigate Joseph’s punishment. What has the man to fear who trusts in God? If God abase him for a moment, it is to exalt him for ever.

Genesis 39:22. The keeper. We find Joseph prosperous in his master’s house; we find him prosperous in prison; and by and by we find him steward of the whole kingdom. God never lost sight of the dreams he gave his servant: not only the sheaves and stars, but Egypt must bow down to the man whom God exalts.

REFLECTIONS.
When God is about to do some great and good thing for the church, he has but to draw the instruments from the treasury of his providence. He was now about to instruct the nations in righteousness, and to multiply the Hebrew family, that they might possess the promised land. With these wise and holy purposes he first humbled and then exalted Joseph. Let us therefore in a series of events keep our eyes on this most hopeful branch, and mark how it flourished and grew, being watered and defended by the special care of heaven.

He was a youth of early piety, and designated by his father to serve at the altar. How lovely it is for youth to be waiting in the church, for the future unfoldings of the divine pleasure. Being honoured as a prophet with early dreams, the hatred of all his brothers was excited. It was hatred that rose to the intention of murder; the murder of an unoffending brother, from whose youth, as yet, they could fear no supremacy. Oh the heart, the deceitful heart of man!

We see Joseph removed from being a son in his father’s house, to be a servant and a slave in the house of Potiphar. Well: let no man be depressed by reverses in life, while he has a God rich in resources. But oh slavery! that bitter word, and galling yoke! We see no remedy, but in the overspreading of the christian religion, which knows neither bond nor free in Christ Jesus, but a new creature. To ask the planter to emancipate his slave, is like asking the wolf to resign his prey.

Joseph, the best of sons and of brothers, became the best of servants in his new and humble situation, for God was with him in counsel and in divine support. The Lord blessed the master for the servant’s sake. What a model for others in the like situation. Such faithful domestics generally receive a reward in this world, and their fidelity is crowned with the approbation of the Lord.

But the faith and piety of Joseph, long inured to adversity, though supported with the hallowed hope, that the sheaves should bow with repentance at length, must next be tried from another quarter, and equally unsuspected. His mistress, utterly forgetful of consequences, spread her net for his feet from day to day. Unable to fly from his master’s house, his virtue recoiled at the atrocity of the crime against the best of masters, who had raised him to be steward of all his estate. He dreaded to sin against God by violating one of the first laws of society. While guilt would plead for secresy, he pleaded the divine omniscience, and the vengeance of his arm. He did more: in the crisis of temptation he fled from a woman, whose ebb of passion would ruin innocence to cover guilt. Oh how happy is the man who adheres to the morality of our Saviour, “If thy right hand cause thee to offend, cut it off, and cast it from thee.” Virtue does not dare to contemplate the character of this woman, except in the shades of horror. And if the consequences were so serious where one only was guilty, what must they eventually be when both become the victims; how will they meet each other beyond the shades of death!

Joseph was dragged to prison; his brilliant virtues covered with obloquy and a cloud. But his hands were clean, and he had the approbation of God, whose sunbeams are sure to shine out, how long soever the lowering cloud may obscure his cheering rays. What a time to exercise faith in a God unseen; to walk in darkness, and have no light! The good man who groans under oppression, who cries out of wrong, and is not heard, shall surely be heard in the issue. A worm shall feed on the guilty conscience, while the ever faithful God shall prepare a crown of righteousness for the man that endureth temptation.

But let the good man who groans like Joseph under a complication of wrongs, and is carried away with the impetuous torrent of adversity, repose on the providence of God. He shall be landed on a safe and peaceful shore. Let oppressed innocence, and reproached virtue, rest the issues on this rock, and wait in hope. God may have causes for his conduct which future years shall unfold. Soon or late he will deliver: and the lustre of righteousness shall be the greater after a cloud. A viper shall riot on the evil conscience, and the lying tongue in cries for mercy, or in cries of vengeance shall be constrained to speak the truth, and give glory both to God and man. 

40 Chapter 40 

Verses 1-23
Genesis 40:4. Captain of the guard; that is, Potiphar who had a controul over the gaoler. It would seem, by enlarging Joseph’s liberty in prison, that he now believed his asseverations of innocence: and in that case, he ought to have enlarged him. But oh what it costs a man to say before the public, I have erred, I have sinned, I have been dishonoured in my tenderest interests: sooner than do this, Potiphar chose to employ Joseph as an under gaoler.

Genesis 40:8. We have dreamed a dream. Though all persons using divinations were utterly prohibited among the Jews; (Deuteronomy 18.) yet judicious men have noted impressive dreams. Hippocrates and Galen have written on the subject. Few will doubt but certain persons have been warned of impending danger by dreams. Infidelity indeed has said, “These things may be true; meanwhile they are not true.” In this case, every man must be allowed to judge for himself; and yet it is desirable that all persons should be cautioned against the weakness of superstition, as knowing that we are all under the immediate care of a superintending providence. The scriptures fully admit that many dreams are induced on the mind by a superior influence. See note on Genesis 41:1.

Genesis 40:13. Lift up thine head. Tremellius, on this passage, has a curious note. The Jews, he says, kept account of the servants by pegs put into a board full of holes, which they removed according to their services and duties. These pegs they called heads. Hence Pharaoh would take up his head to read it, and restore him to his place.

Genesis 40:15. I was stolen. What an appeal in this verse of suffering innocence to the feelings of humanity: but he brings no complaints either against God or man.

Genesis 40:19. Hang thee on a tree. This was a hard truth to tell a fellow prisoner; but ministers must do their duty, and declare the whole counsel of God. Whether the alarming dreams of unregenerate men proceed from terrors of conscience, or from the convincing operations of the Holy Spirit, we should press them to hearken to the warning voice, which calls them to repentance and reformation of life. 

REFLECTIONS.
We learn from this chapter, that great and sudden afflictions often befal the righteous and the wicked, the rich and the poor. Joseph a poor slave, and Pharaoh’s confidential servant, were involved in various calamities. What conclusions may we not deduce concerning the uncertainty of worldly good; what instructions may we not derive concerning the necessity of having a hope laid up in heaven, and above the vicissitudes of life!

We learn also, that providence avails itself even of the crimes and passions of man to fulfil its vast designs. They do evil for the sake of evil; and though God may often bring the greatest good from it, being ever mindful of the reformation and good of human kind; yet it neither alters the nature of their sin, nor shall it diminish their punishment.

Piety is uniformly characterized and distinguished by compassion. Joseph, seeing the prisoners sad, inquired the cause. Just so, wherever distress and misery prevail, thither the feet of mercy find their way. God’s angels of benevolence enter that house, and blessings drop from their hands, and consolations from their lips. Great indeed is the privilege of being surrounded with a good man in a time of affliction, to irradiate our minds by his counsel, and to aid our devotion by his faith. By Joseph’s ministry, the chief butler, for three whole days anticipated the joys of restoration; and the chief baker had three days allowed for recollection and repentance.

But oh, we learn from this butler, and from a thousand like cases, that when the dark clouds of adversity are dispelled by the sunshine of life, unregenerate men forget both God and his servants. This officer was busy in the bustle of the court, and whenever the recollection of Joseph obtruded, he must either wait for a favourable opportunity, or he must not, as yet offend Potiphar, who also was high in office. Let us be thankful, that we have a better advocate at the right hand of God, Jesus Christ the righteous. The best of men under affliction, have constant need of divine aid and support. If Joseph had looked too much at the hatred and treason of his brethren, at his mistress’s wickedness, and Potiphar’s long severity; and above all, at the butler’s ingratitude; he might have sunk into hopeless dejection. Even Peter, when he considered the wind, and looked at the waves, began to sink. Let us therefore in all our troubles look through the means to the end, for God will never leave nor forsake his suffering saints; and disregarding as much as possible our present evils, let us look only at that sure promise: “in due time ye shall be exalted.” 

41 Chapter 41 

Verses 1-57
Genesis 41:1. Pharaoh dreamed. See on Isaiah 4:2. Whatever be the pleas of atheism and materialism against dreams of a prophetic character, it is evident enough from the gentile mythology, and from profane history, that they were fully accredited by the best and wisest of men. Cicero dreamed that while wandering in a solitary place, and much depressed in spirit, C. Marius came to him, and asked, why are you so dejected? To whom he replied, “It is because I have been unjustly driven out of my native country.” De Devinat. lib. 1. Now, this dream came out when Clodius, in the forty ninth year of his age, banished him from Rome. In Josephus, and in Plutarch, we have many dreams of a very striking nature. It is no way credible that a poor Hebrew servant could have been elevated, as Joseph was, without a special interposition of providence.

Genesis 41:2. The river—favoured kine. The Nile, as Pliny correctly states, rises often twelve cubits and sometimes thirteen, or 24 feet, which usually indicates great plenty. The kine then fed in pastures adjacent, and at a distance not only in the Delta, but on the west of the river, which is now a desert of sands, blown in clouds by the western winds.

Genesis 41:8. His spirit was troubled. Two dreams so much alike, and so deeply impressed on his mind, very sensibly affected him.—Magicians, that is, wise men, astrologers, philosophers, naturalists, and diviners. The priests of the nation were generally included under these names.

Genesis 41:16. It is not in me. Joseph here ascribes to God the whole glory of his wisdom and skill; he saw God’s hand in this dream, and was confident of the answer.

Genesis 41:25. The dream of Pharaoh is one. It was repeated in the corn, and in the kine, or heifers, to show that the famine would affect both man and beast.

Genesis 41:34. The fifth part. The tenth part is supposed to have been due to Pharaoh; now the earth bringing forth double, this proportion, Joseph saw, would be sufficient for times of scarcity.

Genesis 41:35. Lay up corn. Granaries are among the wisest precautions of society, where a country, like Africa, is so variable in its seasons. Had this been a general practice, myriads of Ham’s race might have been saved from perishing of hunger.

Genesis 41:38. The Spirit of God. The doctrine of the Holy Trinity is gradually unfolded from the beginning. Genesis 1:2; Genesis 6:3. The Holy Spirit inspires, teaches and guides; for futurity is to him without a veil.

Genesis 41:42. Pharaoh took off his ring. How much preferable were these honours to all the seductions of uncleanness he had so lately escaped; and oh how happy shall that soul be, how highly honoured of the King of glory, when by the grace of God, he shall have overcome the beguiling snares of vice.

Genesis 41:43. Bow the knee. אברךְ Abrac, which in hiphil is to bow the knee. Critics lose their way in the etymon of this word, by confounding it with ab, a father. Many towns in a low situation have the same root in their name; as Abraconium, a town situate on a river in Turcomania, Abraconis in the same province, Abrante on the right shore of the Tagus, and Abrambou on the river Volta, lat. 7, on the gold coast. The French abas, and the verb, to abate, seem to resolve themselves into the same primitive.

Genesis 41:44. Pharaoh, the name of all the Egyptian kings for 1400 years. The name of Ptolemy was the next in succession.

Genesis 41:45. Zaphnath-paaneah. Most critics interpret this name, a revealer of secrets, others an interpreter of dreams, and a few, a saviour of the land. It is much to be regretted that they have varied so much in giving the import of Hebrew names; but this being an Egyptian name, it has not been well understood. One well acquainted with Egyptian literature reads it, “the first of lords.”—Priest of On; that is, Heliopolis, or the city of the sun, two or three leagues north east of Cairo. The celebrated obelisk was there, which reflected the solar rays. Joseph being ennobled by Pharaoh, became by this marriage ennobled in his connections. Perhaps this priest was pious, if we may so speak, where partial idolatry existed, as was the case with the adjacent priests of Midian. And if marriage so much augmented the happiness of the holy patriarchs and prophets, why should Rome deny it to her priests? Three of the apostles, as Eusebius states, were married. It is true, that those who first planted christianity were for the most part single, because of their mission, and because of their incessant persecutions. But why should a voluntary sacrifice for the glory of the work be unnaturally imposed on the best of men in the time of peace? What political good has accrued to Spain, or any other nation, by the celibacy of the priests? See on Exodus 1:11.

REFLECTIONS.
What a reverse of fortune did this afflicted man experience, and in a single day. What an elevation from the dungeon to the right hand of Pharaoh: not to destroy nations, but to preserve life. How astonishingly did the long dark and lowering clouds brighten all at once. With what admiration could he now review a well connected chain of vast events! He would see first of all, God’s design to afflict a voluptuous age with famine, and to instruct them anew in the belief of his particular providence: for man, carnal and brutish man, is apt to regard the succession of fruitful seasons merely as a well constructed machine which moves without a mover. He stops at nature, rests in second causes, nor looks so high as nature’s God. With this view the Lord caused abundance to overflow the land, as the waters of the Nile, and that for seven successive years. He then gave repose to nature, and famine ensued. The nations almost perished, who did not discern his way, and provide for future wants.

Joseph could now trace also the mysterious steps which had led him to his elevated station. He could now see the whole chain extended, and strange to say, the foulest of crimes as well as the greatest of virtues alike contributing to fulfil the designs of providence, and to prepare for the Messiah’s coming and kingdom. He saw God’s hand in permitting him to remain seventeen years with his father, till he had become acquainted with the maxims and religion of the patriarchs. He saw next the honour of his dreams provoking the envy and hatred of his brethren, and providence availing itself of their hatred, of his mistress’s temptations, of his master’s anger, of the butler’s ingratitude, and lastly of Pharaoh’s dreams to accomplish its wise designs. What a chain: and God is seen in every link! How grateful would he now be for each of his calamities. The wheel which had hurled him into the dirt of the dungeon, next elevated him to the verge of the throne, after he had been qualified by reflection and solitude for the greatness of such a change. Let us learn not to be discouraged when we suffer in a righteous cause. God’s eye is over us, his way is perfect, and whenever we are permitted to review his designs, our souls shall cordially approve of all the bitter he has poured into our cup. In a word, suffering virtue and innocence oppressed can have no finer model nor stronger example of support, than is here presented in the patriarch Joseph. We may farther observe, that if wisdom and virtue exalt an individual, it is singularly happy for a nation when the throne is surrounded by men of integrity and sound wisdom. The wicked are kept in awe by their controul: and the country rises to distinction among the nations, by the superiority of its wisdom and the vigour of its operation.

The subject strongly recommends all young men to study the character of Joseph, with a view to learn the importance of early piety. By this he became a prophet before he was seventeen years of age. By piety he acquired the first place in his father’s affections, escaped the most dangerous snares of vice, and supported his great afflictions. By piety he was raised to the right hand of Pharaoh, and we may add, to the right hand of God; for he died in the faith, giving commandment concerning his bones. He lived to see both his dreams accomplished, and to tell every future age, that they who trust in the Lord shall never be confounded. 

42 Chapter 42 

Verses 1-38
Genesis 42:4. Benjamin. Jacob wished to reserve him to be heir of the blessing instead of Joseph, who he thought was dead. Hence he let the ten go, for it is highly probable that the Egyptians would not sell corn in large quantities to one man. Jacob’s fears seem to indicate a secret suspicion that Joseph had received foul treatment.

Genesis 42:6. Bowed down. The ten sheaves now made obeisance to Joseph’s sheaf, though they knew it not. Joseph, it would seem, made all strangers come to Memphis, the capital; and as sultan, or minister, he wished to be well acquainted with the laws and strength of all the neighbouring nations.

Genesis 42:8. They knew not him. In a youth separated from his family at seventeen, the changes which twenty years made in his appearance would be considerable; and especially when raised from the rank of a shepherd to that of a prince.

Genesis 42:9. Joseph remembered the dreams, when he saw his ten brothers bowing to the earth. His soul melted with divine emotions, and all his sentiments were collected on this one point, What shall I do to bring them to true repentance, and make them good men? What an idea of God’s faithfulness must now strike him; and how deeply must he have been affected with a sense of the divine goodness.—Ye are spies. Ten fine looking men, not servants but masters, he would insinuate had a suspicious appearance. He here judiciously accuses them of a probable crime, to bring them to repentance for a real crime. Joseph would here plead that they looked too well to have spent their life in driving asses, and that they were too near of an age to be brethren.

Genesis 42:13. And one is not. In appearance suspicion falls heavily upon them; yet they now tell the truth, forbearing expressly to say that Joseph was dead, though the words implied as much. The Jews have a tradition that their affairs have never prospered since the sale of Joseph; they took this journey partly to make inquiries concerning him.

Genesis 42:15. By the life of Pharaoh. Joseph regarded this expression as proper language to be used by a man high in office; it cannot be supposed, and in a moment when his heart was so much affected by the divine goodness, that he would use a phrase offensive to God. The oath was sacred: the Hebrews swore by Jehovah, “As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake.” 1 Kings 17:12.

Genesis 42:17. Put into ward. Here they had time to recollect that they had put their brother into the pit, disregarding the anguish of his soul: now they were in the pit, and no man to comfort them.

Genesis 42:23. They knew not that Joseph understood them. Though the primitive language had been confounded at Babel, yet all the oriental nations could then with a little difficulty understand one another. See on Genesis 11:1.

Genesis 42:24. Simeon, who was principal in the massacre at Shechem, Genesis 34., and foremost in advising his brethren to kill Joseph. The Jews say, that Simeon bound Joseph with his own hands, little dreaming that after more than twenty years, Joseph should cause him to be bound. He certainly was a wicked man, as appears from Jacob’s dying words. Genesis 49. Hence Joseph fixed on Simeon, to do him good by affliction, and to edify his brethren. He well knew that the detention of this hostage would bring his family once more into Egypt, and Benjamin in particular. It was therefore a masterly stroke of more than human prudence.

Genesis 42:28. What is this that God hath done? On finding the money they were embarrassed and afraid. Return they could not, for want of Benjamin; and if they went forward they might be pursued. Ah, the covered sin of an injured brother, everywhere, whether in Canaan, in Egypt, or in the desert, presented itself to their view.

Genesis 42:37. Slay my two sons. Reuben had four sons; but two he thought equivalent, for Joseph and Benjamin. No doubt, his words are to be understood as pledges of filial devotion; confident that his good old father could not augment the family calamities by the sacrifice of two grandsons in case of future disasters. Joseph must have foreseen the feelings of his father, but there was no milder way of bringing his offending brethren to repentance. What a stroke on the Sire that Benjamin must go into Egypt, and leave him childless.

REFLECTIONS.
When Joseph’s brethren had cast him into the pit, they sat down to eat and to drink; for they required some opiate to compose their conscience. And for the long space of twenty two years, the guilt which seemed to slumber, still secretly corroded in the heart. Just so, neither length of time, nor change of circumstances can diminish the guilt of sin; and consequently the sooner a man acknowledges a fault, with the generous fruits of true repentance, the better it is for his soul; nor can he have peace till this is faithfully done.

These brethren, finding themselves wrongfully imprisoned as spies, could now trace a connection between their present sufferings and their past sins. This we likewise should never fail to do, that we may meet the chastising hand of God with a humble and penitent heart. His severe rebukes and harsh treatment are most graciously designed to make us better men.

But did Joseph seek a place to weep in, the moment he heard his brethren begin to accuse themselves? Oh the joy there is in heaven among the angels of God when a sinner repents, and becomes a new man. And when good men can weep like Joseph, under a marvellous sense of God’s long and great mercies, it is a sure indication of a gracious heart. The soul swells with emotions of confidence and joy; it looks higher than worldly good, and expects the Lord to become its exceeding great reward.

Did Joseph also, notwithstanding his tears, persevere in duty, by the detention of Simeon? In like manner, God the judge and lawgiver, having once arrested the guilty sinner, will not let him go till he has brought him to a full and ample confession. Let no man therefore stifle conviction, and revolt as the bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: rather let him pray the Lord to strike yet more, and to give deeper regret for his sins.

In Joseph’s prudence ministers have an excellent model, to guide them in the management of awakened people. His feeling heart and weeping eyes would gladly have sent the joyful tidings of all his glory to his mourning father, but this he could not do without spoiling the work of repentance, so auspiciously begun in his brethren’s heart; and their salvation was more important than the greatest tidings of temporal joy. We must therefore never do the Lord’s work in a superficial manner. We must search the conscience and the heart, and not impair the efforts of repentance by comforts injuriously applied. As he left his brethren several grounds to expect the best treatment, if he found them honest in their narrative, so during the convincing economy of the Holy Spirit, the hope of salvation should be set before the sinner; but we should never teach him to think his state safe, till he is come to a sound conversion by an actual close with Jesus Christ. And who is sufficient for these things? Who can penetrate the heart, and accommodate his ministry and conversation to all the weaknesses, temptations and fears of an awakened people! Here the ablest preacher needs divine assistance, as much as the weakest believer. 

43 Chapter 43 

Verses 1-34
Genesis 43:14. If I be bereaved. The patriarch Jacob having at length consented to the second journey, discovered very great wisdom in the instructions he gave to his sons; nor were his piety and submission less in commending them to God, and suffering Benjamin to go.

Genesis 43:23. Your God, and the God of your father. Joseph’s steward speaks in the character of an Egyptian, and conformably to the best theology of that ancient nation, the Egyptians having had the knowledge of the true God as taught by Noah. The Greek word ει was written in front of the temple of Minerva at Saïs in Upper Egypt. Professor Michaelis of Gottingen says, “They worshipped one supreme and first god, whom they call in Greek εισ, the one. Iamblicus says of this deity, that before all things that existed, and before the first original beings, there is One God, θεος, εισ. He is prior to the first God, [meaning the Son] and to the king; he is immoveable, and continues in the solitude of his unity. They call him Adad, or rather Ahad; that is, one, as appears from Macrobius. Saturnalia, lib. 1. cap. 23; Euseb. Præp. lib. 10. cap. 38; the אחד Achad of Isaiah 66:17. They believed further, that this god was quite incomprehensible, on which account they call him eternal darkness; in opposition to which St. Paul affirms, that he dwells in light unto which no man can approach.” See on Isaiah 66:17.

Iamblicus adds, “From this One, that God who is the original αυταρκης, kindled himself, εαυτον εξελαμψε. Wherefore he is called also his own father, and his own origin. A christian cannot assert the eternal divinity of the Son in stronger terms, for he is the original being, and the God of gods; One of one, before any thing existed; προυσιος, and before the beginning of existence. For from him came the possibility of being, and being itself. Whence he is called also, the beginning of things imaginable, νοηταρκης. The reader may be referred to a passage of Porphyry, which Cyril has preserved in his book against Julian. Of this god the Egyptians believed that he was the image of that God who only could be known in him. St. Paul, in Hebrews 1:3, and Colossians 1:15-16, exactly attributes to Christ, what the oriental philosophers taught concerning the Son of God.” I had your money. Joseph was a devout man, and therefore upright in Pharaoh’s interests. He had paid the treasurer for the corn his brethren took, and did not dare to give away the property of his sovereign. And he brought out Simeon unto them, who appears to have had a lenient confinement.

Genesis 43:30. He sought where to weep. Here was a conflict between his judgment and his feelings. He would gladly have discovered himself to them: but they being only just arrived, nothing was farther known concerning the reality of their repentance except the acknowledgment in the first journey, that their brother’s blood was required. Therefore Joseph wisely persevered in seeking that test; and through the whole of life, he preferred piety to every other consideration.

Genesis 43:32. An abomination. Because the Hebrews were shepherds who would eat bulls, which the Egyptians adored under the name of Apis. Critics do not give us any account of the origin of this idol. Herodotus narrates at large how Cambyses on being introduced with apparent reluctance on the part of the priests, found a bull richly decorated, and uttering many exclamations against the brutishness of the Egyptians, ran his sword into the bowels of the animal, and thus killed their god. Bullocks offered in sacrifice had been accepted with fire from heaven, Genesis 15:2, and that might give rise both to this idolatry, and to the Persian custom of worshipping fire. Exodus 8:26.—Of the hatred of the Egyptians to shepherds we have two accounts, which are both probably true. Josephus, out of Manetho, says, that 200,000 Phœnician shepherds had been driven out of Egypt by king Amasis, after they had oppressed the country with the most bloody cruelties for 259 years. The other account is from the same Manetho by Eusebius, Præp. lib. 10. cap. 13, who says that shepherds, whom he calls king-shepherds, had invaded Egypt from the Grecian shores, and describes the disaster in two columns. It is not improbable that both the Greeks, and the Phœnician chieftains, were united in those cruel disasters.

Genesis 43:34. Benjamin’s mess. Joseph sent this to mark his superior love to his own brother. So Elkanah gave Hannah a worthy portion of the sacrifice. 1 Samuel 1:5. Samuel also reserved the shoulder for Saul. 1 Samuel 9:24. But it is probable, that Benjamin’s mess contained five portions, to equalize him with the sons of Leah. 

REFLECTIONS.
Joseph’s brethren, returning home, would have a multitude of thoughts respecting their eventful journey. The conduct of the chief ruler in Egypt must have appeared to them singularly wise and upright, though in some respects severe. Still more extraordinary must it have appeared that Simeon, who had conspired against the life of Joseph when he was sold into Egypt, should now be fixed upon as the hostage for their return. Very singular also that one brother should formerly have been sold into slavery, and another now detained with scarcely any hope of his deliverance; for their father Jacob they were sure would not suffer Benjamin to go. Ah, Simeon’s sins, they would say, have now found him out; and it will be our turn to suffer next, because we consented to the deed. Thus time was given for reflection, and for repentance to soften their hearts. Theirs was a chronic complaint, an obstinate case, which did not admit of immediate cure. Our case as sinners too much resembles theirs, and no wonder if we meet with similar treatment; yet if the Lord should speak roughly to us, as Joseph did to his brethren, it is that we may be humbled in his sight, and afterwards be exalted.

Let us cast our eyes on the new troubles and encreasing sorrows of good old Jacob, whose whole pilgrimage was chequered with distinguished blessings and with sore afflictions. Long since he had been bereaved of Joseph, now Simeon is detained in Egypt, and Benjamin is next demanded. The day was dark and portentous, and amidst his grief and sorrow he concluded that all these things were against him. In the course of a few months the supply of corn was all consumed; famine and death, the most terrific ministers of vengeance, once more threatened destruction to the house of Israel. But when the crisis arrived, the venerable patriarch, finding himself in the power of imperious circumstances, calmly submitted to be deprived of his children, and rested the issue with his father’s God. In like manner the Lord may require of the aged christian the surrender of all that is most dear to him; but let him be assured notwithstanding, that all these afflictions and vicissitudes are not making against him, but are working together for his present and eternal good.

From the character and conduct of Joseph we may see the propriety of moderating our resentments, of mixing mercy with judgment, of overcoming evil with good, and waiting the openings of providence to promote the best interests of the offender. Joseph, with equal kindness and magnanimity, returned the money of his brethren, as though they had never wronged him; and after all his seeming rigour his heart was full of relentings towards them. Let us do likewise; let us constantly cherish those benevolent affections which adorn religion, and are beneficial to society. 

44 Chapter 44 

Verses 1-34
Genesis 44:2. Put my cup. A splendid cup decorated with devices; in these cups the Egyptians fancied they could divine by the various refractions of light on its mouldings. Sometimes they put polished trinkets into the water, still more to vary the light. Joseph’s brethren having hated him because his father had given him the birthright, being the firstborn of Rachel, his beloved wife; and Benjamin having now inherited that blessing, he wished to try whether they secretly hated him from the same cause.

Genesis 44:9. Let him die. Jacob used the same expression when Laban charged him with having stolen his gods. Genesis 31:32. The sentence implies the strongest confidence in their own innocence, and the most pointed abhorrence of theft.

Genesis 44:13. Rent their clothes. A custom prevalent among the oriental nations. Job 1:20. It was one of the most striking expressions of anguish, and sometimes of indignation, which a man could give.

Genesis 44:15. Wot ye not that such a man as I could certainly divine? It was a practice generally prevalent in great men of the patriarchal ages to affect divine intelligence, and superiority over the public mind. Soothsaying, hariolism and divination, were held in reputation among the benighted gentiles.

Genesis 44:16. God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants. Judah believed, no doubt, that Benjamin had stolen the cup. This on the one hand, and the oath on the other, which he had made to his father, operated on his heart, and produced the sublime of eloquence in his narration, and in his offer of servitude for his brother. This most pathetic and successful speech realizes the ancient adage, that a speaker must himself feel first the tender sentiments he would excite in others. Si vis me flere, dolendum est primum ipsi tibi. Cicero.

Genesis 44:28. Surely he is torn in pieces. Here Judah, personating his father, speaks the truth; and yet he has a sufficient command of prudence not to confess the family crime to an Egyptian judge. Perhaps Joseph could see in his countenance the sorrows of his heart. 

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter opens with the great kindness of Joseph to the Hebrew strangers, and they left Memphis with high notions of his rectitude and hospitality. Such were their sentiments, when the pursuing cavalcade arrested them on a charge of the foulest ingratitude. In this way, soon or late, the hand of God will arrest every sinner, and bring him to reflection, and to the bar of justice. Happy if we have then a friend and a brother on the throne.

The speech of Judah discovers all the efforts of a great mind, suddenly overwhelmed with a calamity, by which all the passions are roused to eloquence. A criminal so circumstanced would have been struck dumb and appalled; but a conscious rectitude gave elevation and utterance to his soul. His narration is all simple, the circumstances are all pathetic; his feelings for a long-afflicted father are worthy of a son; his fidelity to the oath discovered the integrity of his heart; and his overture of servitude for Benjamin was so generous and grand, that the judge could no longer resist. The long-lost brother instantly appeared in all his latent characters of forgiveness and love. It was as much as he could do to contain himself, till Judah had closed his speech; and from the manner in which Judah pleaded with the judge, from the tender and irresistible touches of his eloquence, every penitent may learn how to plead with God. Go then poor alarmed and awakened soul, go to thy great High Priest and Prince at the Father’s right hand. Go with a full heart and utter all thy woes. Acknowledge thy transgressions, and plead the atonement of Calvary. Do not fear to mention the garment rolled in blood; though it be a badge of thy guilt, it is nevertheless a pledge of thy pardon. Plead like Judah, till the judge, seeing all thy soul disclosed, shall enter into thy sorrows, and weep in thy tears. Then mercy shall no longer be able to conceal her beams in the clouds of justice. She will open her hands in blessings, and the store shall be so great as to fill the soul with admiring silence, and all the awe of sanctifying love.

We should here remark, that God has various ways of bringing sinners to the knowledge of himself, and that many serious persons have suffered much because they have been led in a way very different from what they were taught to expect. Joseph’s brethren had committed a grievous crime, and they had long persisted in the lies by which it was concealed. Therefore he was instructed of God to speak roughly to them, mixing his treatment with kindness and severity; and not discovering his person till after they had rent their garments, and patiently offered themselves for that servitude to which they had sold their innocent brother. Such are the awful characters of divine justice, and such the rigorous requisitions of the law. Persons of mild dispositions and of religious habits, it is granted, are often drawn by love, and gently allured to Jesus Christ; but sinners like these are seldom converted, without a powerful law-work on the mind. During the course of ignorance and crimes, the sinner has buoyed up his mind with the presumptuous notion, that it is but to repent at last and all will be well; that God being so indulgent and tender, we have only to ask, and we shall instantly receive forgiveness, and a meetness for heaven. But this man, on becoming deeply awakened, finds himself deceived. His mind strives to keep the law, but his heart revolts against it. He endeavours to compose his conscience; and it daily becomes more alarmed by new discoveries of his sin. He groans and struggles for deliverance, but sinks the deeper into the mire. The billows go over his head, the arrows of God wound his soul, and despondency overshadows his hope. Look which way he will for help, he sees no way of escape. The counsel and aid of man utterly fail. Thus it is, that this class of sinners wait and weep; thus they plead and make their supplication till by some ray of brightness, till by some gracious promise or happy thought, he chases away all gloom from the mind, and sheds abroad his love in the heart. And oh the joys, the unutterable joys which then inspire the soul: they are like the overwhelming joys which these brethren felt when the angry ruler, now softened into tears, said—I am Joseph your brother.

In Judah’s solicitude that no fresh trouble should be brought on Jacob, children have a fine model of duty, in their endeavours to make the old age and last years of a parent easy and happy. To accomplish this, he was willing to sacrifice his liberty. What filial affection, what benevolence of heart, what magnanimity and disinterestedness! May his example inspire our children; and may we so conduct ourselves towards them, that the return of kindness shall be their delight. 

45 Chapter 45 

Verses 1-28
Genesis 45:5. Be not grieved; that is, not with any farther grief and trouble; for ye have wept and suffered enough. It was God, who taking advantage of your fault, sent me before you to preserve life.

Genesis 45:8. It was not you that sent me hither, but God. The Lord takes occasion from the errors and crimes of men to unfold his counsel, and his righteousness. Let it then be noted that Joseph says here, “God sent me to save your lives,” but not the least extenuation of their guilt by saying, as Mr. Calvin, who presses in more than a folio page, that God wrought admirably by them. Deus Mirabiliter per illos operatur, ut ex impuris fæcibus liquidam justitiam eliciat. St. Paul has said, “Oh the depth!” Notwithstanding the astonishment and displeasure of this Commentator, that we cannot see as he sees, we feel awed at the conclusion that the Just and Holy One in any sense, however disguised, employed these men to commit this complication of crimes against the best of brothers. While Zeno sat on the bench, a thief was put to the bar, who knowing the high stoical sentiments of the judge, pleaded fate and necessity; he could not help doing what he had done. Zeno felt the force of this defence, and colouring up with anger, replied, “yes, rogue, I know thou wast fated to be a thief, and I was fated to see thee whipped.” See on Jeremiah 36:3.

Genesis 45:10. Goshen. A rich district of pasturage, lying between the Nile and the Red sea. A happy soil for Israel to prosper in and increase.

Genesis 45:12. It is my mouth that speaketh. He had spoken by an interpreter before: but now his rough and judicial aspect was changed into tears of tenderness and love. Now they heard his voice in the Hebrew tongue, saying, I am JOSEPH!—Doth your father yet live?

REFLECTIONS.
What a pathetic and endearing scene is here presented to our view. All the passions are moved, and all the soul is softened at once. Fear, shame, sorrow, gratitude and love, succeed one another as reflection strikes the mind. Seeing them covered with confusion, and silent with astonishment, he said come near. Just so does Jesus Christ view the abased and trembling soul, and invites it to kiss his sceptre, and embrace his mercy; just so does he invite those who have betrayed and crucified him, to dwell in his kingdom and share in all his glory. Oh what a day when the prodigal returns; what joy to angels, what overwhelming consolations inundate the soul!

Does he exhort them not to grieve, and does he comfort them with the idea, that God had sent him? Does he tenderly embrace them, and load them with every princely favour? Let us learn of him the noble temper of forgiveness and brotherly kindness. Let us learn of him, or rather of Jesus Christ, to overcome evil with good; and to show every becoming mark of affection and love to such as are contrite for their faults. These brothers no more hated Joseph, but revered his memory for ever.

Was Israel invited to dwell in Goshen, while a terrific famine pervaded the surrounding nations? Just so while sickness and troubles embarrass the wicked; while their peace is disturbed, and their joys are withered, Israel can say, The lines are fallen to me in pleasant places, I have a goodly heritage. The Lord has invited me to buy wine and milk without money and without price. Who is like unto thee, oh people, saved of the Lord. Meanwhile let us rejoice with trembling, for while in this world, however happy may be our circumstances, it is not Canaan; we have not yet arrived at home; we must expect vicissitudes and troubles till heaven shall become our permanent abode.

But what a day of astonishment and joy was this to Jacob after all his afflictions. He had almost died of grief, and now he almost dies with exultation. Be encouraged then ye fathers, ye mothers, who have long mourned for the loss of children; they are not dead, for God hath sent them before. You shall find your Josephs again, not consumed in the tomb, but elevated in power and glory at the Father’s right hand. Though now, you see them not; though you are not acquainted with their prosperity, yet they all await your arrival in the happy abodes of everlasting repose. Rejoice in hope; the chariots shall soon arrive, that you may ascend, embrace, and dwell with them for ever. What a motive to piety; what an argument to resignation, that afflictions and death shall hasten our union with those we once so dearly loved. 

46 Chapter 46 

Verses 1-34
Genesis 46:2. In the visions of the night. It was a practice of the ancient Romans to undertake nothing of importance without consulting the gods, a practice derived no doubt from the holy patriarchs. Jacob had offered sacrifice, but God did not choose to speak to him till the silence of night had closed the eyes of men.

Genesis 46:8. These are the names. This chronology, like most of the others, has its difficulties, when compared with Numbers 26. and 1 Chronicles. The orthography is slightly varied.

Genesis 46:10. Ohad. He is omitted in the other chronologies, having died without sons.

Genesis 46:27. Three score and ten. Jacob and Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh, not being here named, make the seventy souls. The Septuagint has an addition of five sons of Joseph, by a Syrian concubine; viz. Machir, and Machir begat Gilead. The sons of Ephraim, Manasseh’s brother; Sutalaam and Taam, and the sons of Sutalaam and Edom. This is allowed to be an interpolation; yet it is cited by Stephen, Acts 7., which makes the number of the males seventy five. The sons of Joseph were not born when Jacob went into Egypt. In these seventy males, the increase of Jacob, in about seventy years, we see a rising pledge of the Divine fidelity to the promises made to Abraham, and renewed to Jacob at Bethel, when he fled from Esau with only a staff in his hand.

Genesis 46:29. To Goshen; that is, to Heriopolis, in the land Rameses, which seems to be the Greek name for Goshen.

Genesis 46:34. Every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians, as noted in Genesis 43:32.

REFLECTIONS.
Israel having received the strange and reviving news of Joseph being yet alive, and exalted in Egypt, says, in the spirit, I will go down and see him before I die. But mark, he would not follow the impulse of the moment without going first and consulting God at Beersheba, the ancient family altar. Being once commanded of God to leave Mesopotamia, and return to Canaan, he did not dare to leave the promised land without the divine permission. God accepted his devotion, and adapted the promises of the covenant to his situation. Families may hence learn, if providence have placed them in a situation in which they can live, that they are not to leave it, without such reasons as shall satisfy the mind in a providential view. In general, it is best for families to remain in the same house, planted like an oak, that they may prosper. But when like Jacob, pressed with want, and invited by advantages, they may indeed change their abode or trade; yet in all cases God’s counsel is to be sought by prayer; for he alone sees futurity, and he alone is able to direct their steps.

In all our journeys and removals we should be reminded, that life itself is but a pilgrimage, shortly drawing to a close. Although a man’s situation be a sort of paradise, and inviting as the land of Goshen, yet will it shortly prove a land of sorrows and afflictions: he must never suffer his heart to rest in any abode short of heaven.

In Joseph, who went to meet and embrace his father, young people, who may happen to be elevated in life, have a fine model of filial affection and respect. A father is still a father, and a son is still a son, whatever may be the distinction of rank and fortune. These are duties which the Father of heaven requires of youth to pay, and with due respect: and if one brother should providentially be elevated in life, he has a pattern in Joseph of the good he should seek to do his family, according as providence and circumstances shall suggest.

In Jacob also, who on embracing Joseph said, Let me die, since I have seen thy face, and because thou art yet alive, aged men have a devout and paternal example. What more can a man desire, on seeing his children established and happy, than to die, and enter heaven! And if God has granted that man, after a life of toils, release from business and care, in how divine a manner should he spend the remains of life! It is in searching the sacred writings, in tracing the wonders and mercies of his past life, and in diligent attendance if possible on God’s house, that he should now chiefly employ his time. He should, by the most fervent devotion, daily join his soul anew to God, and to those blessed companions of his pilgrimage who are gone before. He should every day more and more disengage his mind from the recollection of the world, and begin on earth the exercises of heaven, longing and waiting for the Lord to appear. But alas, unless these dispositions are acquired in early life, they can seldom be attained in old age. The world, once deeply rooted in the heart, generally engrosses a man’s thoughts and conversation in his last moments, which renders him a deplorable object to his family; and perhaps, a victim of divine vengeance, that others may seek salvation in early life. 

47 Chapter 47 

Verses 1-31
Genesis 47:2. Some of his brethren. ומקצה vemi-ketzeh extremitate, as in Montanus, five of the tallest and finest looking of his brethren; as is the import of the word, 18:2, when describing the five valiant and enterprising Danites.

Genesis 47:8. How old art thou? Pharaoh appears to have been struck with Jacob’s gray hairs, and venerable appearance. His troubles had probably made him look older than he really was.

Genesis 47:10. Jacob blessed Pharaoh, being a patriarch, and much older than the king.

Genesis 47:11. Give them a possession. The population being thin, much land, as in Canaan, was unoccupied.

Genesis 47:18. The second year; that is, the second year after all the private stores were exhausted, and about the fifth of the famine.

Genesis 47:21. He removed them to cities. How came those cities to be so thinly populated? It is replied, not the famine, for that drove the people into Egypt. But there had been an inundation on all the lower countries, accompanied with a most tremendous hurricane from the south west, for the trees found in marshes lie with their heads toward the north east. It happened about the autumnal equinox, hazel nuts being found in abundance. In this flood, king Ogyges was drowned in Thebes, a city of Achaia, which he had builded. Eusebius places this occurrence above a thousand and twenty years before the first Greek Olympiade. Helvicos, Chronicles p. 13, places it 530 years after the flood of Noah, and 248 before the flood of Deucalion, which laid all Thessalia under water: Augustine says, in his city of God, that it was not so great as the inundation in the days of Ogyges. Egypt also must then have been laid very much under water, and the inhabitants and cattle very much overwhelmed in this irruption of the sea. Varro, in his third book on agriculture, places the inundation of Ogyges 1500 years before the foundation of Rome. Dr. Edward Clarke, our able and accredited traveller, fully coincides, that the immense quantities of horns and bones of quadrupeds of constant occurrence in bogs and marshes, were deposited there during the Ogygian overflowing of the sea. The tanning principle must have contributed remarkably to their preservation. See note, chap. Genesis 8:3.

Genesis 47:22. The priests had a portion assigned. It is the character of piety to give food and raiment to God’s servants; and if there be any redundancy in that portion, it is not to be expended in fulfilling the lusts of the flesh, but on the poor, and in works of benevolence, as might abundantly be proved from antiquity.

Genesis 47:24. A fifth part. A very easy rental, when houses, lands and cattle, were provided by the prince. The Egyptian police must have been wise and salutary in its arrangements, lenient, but vigorous in its operation, that no sedition, no riot was known during this unexampled pressure of calamity and want. How happy are that prince and that people, who can find a divine minister to take the helm during a dangerous course.

Genesis 47:29. Put thy hand under my thigh: words of modesty. Circumcision being the seal of all the righteousness of God promised to Abraham, Jacob required an oath by that covenant that his bones should rest in the promised land, and in hope of the joyful resurrection of the dead.

Genesis 47:30. Carry me out of Egypt. Jacob required an oath of this, that his family might ever regard Canaan as their promised inheritance; and that Joseph might have the better plea for attending the funeral. Believer, no earthly Goshen is thy home.

Genesis 47:31. Upon the bed’s head. The Septuagint reads, upon the top of his staff; as is followed by St. Paul, Hebrews 11.

REFLECTIONS.
In this whole chapter Joseph’s character appears to advantage. He was the best of sons, the best of brothers, and the best of servants to the king. What an example for men to copy in all the relative duties of life; and that family and kingdom shall prosper, even in the time of adversity, where the like wisdom and virtue operate in all their counsel and conduct.

Jacob regarded life as a pilgrimage. St. Paul has admired this confession which Jacob made before Pharaoh, and his patriarchal way of life, which had now continued a hundred and thirty years; but from hence he was to rest in Goshen during the remainder of his days. The idea of life as a pilgrimage cannot be too frequently placed in our view, for the longest life is short compared with eternity, and its vicissitudes are many: it should therefore constantly produce a sentiment in our heart to wean us from the world, and attach us to heaven.

Jacob regarded his long pilgrimage as transient and full of evils. The quarrel with Esau, the oppression of Laban, the violence offered to Dinah, the revenge on Shechem, and the strange affair of Judah and Tamar, were but a few of the calamities which had imbittered his days. And if Israel, beloved for his father’s sake, was not exempt from those afflictions, what can we expect but a constant mixture of evils, and a constant succession of calamities, with all the good that God shall give?

Hence let no man be discouraged; for the good angel of the Lord had redeemed Jacob from all his troubles. Mark how he ascribes his preservation to providence. Our care is insufficient without God’s care. Oh how often should we have died by affliction, been killed by accidents, or run into ruin, had not the Lord preserved our lives. How blind then, and how impious the man, who ascribes his safety to his own precaution, and his prosperity to the efforts of his own arm.

Did Joseph introduce his father to Pharaoh, and afterwards his brethren? Let us rejoice in hope while we sustain the evils of life. In a little while, our advocate with the Father, not ashamed of his unworthy brethren, will introduce us to the Father, and present us faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy. He will, forgetful of all his wrongs, give us the happiest place in his kingdom, and do us good for ever. 

48 Chapter 48 

Verses 1-22
Genesis 48:1. His two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. We here see again with what alacrity, reverence and devotion the sons of the holy patriarchs awaited the final benediction of their departing Sires, while the children after the flesh paid no regard to it. God had on special occasions appeared to the patriarchs, and blessed them and their seed. The believing children therefore awaited it at the hands and from the prophetic spirit of their sires, being assured that they had a right to confer it. In the christian church the same custom is preserved, on the admission of young people to communion; on the appointment of ministers to their work; and in the apostolic age, they laid their hands upon them anew for almost every important mission, praying devoutly for God to give the Spirit.

Genesis 48:5. Ephraim and Manasseh. Jacob, guided by the Spirit of God, preferred Ephraim before Joseph’s firstborn. He received them not as grandsons, but as sons begotten of his own body, and made them heads of tribes. Thus Ephraim shared with Reuben in the double portion given to the firstborn.

Genesis 48:6. And thy issue. Whatever issue Joseph might have, if any survived, they were associated with the two half tribes of which his sons were the heads.

Genesis 48:14. Israel—guiding his hands wittingly. Joseph having placed his sons kneeling, and in order, according to their age, to receive the blessing, Israel, as Tertullian supposes, crossed his hands to confer it.

Genesis 48:16. The angel which redeemed me. The word Angel, being joined here with Goel, is not equivocal. He is the angel who appeared to Abraham under the oak of Mamrè, and called to him out of heaven by the name of Elohim, and of JEHOVAH. Genesis 18:22. He is the ever-living Goel of Job; his only Redeemer and hope. Genesis 19:25. He is our near kinsman, to whom belonged the right of redemption. Ruth 3:12. Boaz said to Ruth, “There is a kinsman [Goel] nearer than I.” He is our Saviour and deliverer, as the word is constantly rendered in the book of Psalms. The christian fathers have so understood the word, and with common consent. Vide Bulli def. fid. This is the Word which was in the beginning, the Word that was made flesh, and dwelt among us. He is the Angel whom Jacob invoked in his last moments, as he had done through life; he is the Lord Jesus to whom St. Stephen commended his spirit. Acts 7:59. Where then, oh Socinian, where is thy Redeemer!

Genesis 48:22. Which I took—with my sword. The scriptures being silent concerning any violence used by Jacob, we can only say that some of the ancients have thought that Jacob retook Shechem a second time out of the hands of the Amorites; others have thought that he fought to rescue the sepulchre of his fathers; but certain it is, that Shechem was given to Joseph’s children. Joshua 17:1; Joshua 24:32. John 4:5. There also Joseph’s bones were interred. But many think, that the patriarch solely alludes here to the act of Simeon and Levi, who put the males of Shechem to the sword.

REFLECTIONS.
Jacob still remembered, and now recited, the promises which God first made him at Bethel or Luz; for God had made them to him and his children. In like manner let every believer keep his eye fixed on the promises through the whole of his pilgrimage, for those gracious words of God which comforted and encouraged him in his youth, or in his trouble, must encourage him to the end, and be the prop and support of his children. The recollection of past mercies seems, where faith is kept in exercise, to recal all the ancient heaven felt in the soul, when God delivered us in the day of trouble.

This venerable patriarch, on the approach of Joseph to his bed, was reminded of Rachel, though now dead more than half a century; and he wished Joseph to know that he received the birthright on her account. But oh how much does the recollection of saints in glory, whom we once so dearly loved, enliven the gloomy aspect of the grave. Wearied with the evils of life, and with the crimes of men, the good man wants to associate with the society of the blessed. He wishes to shake off the cumbrous load of flesh, whose infirmities daily increase; he wishes to pierce the veil of futurity, and escape away. At length death suddenly throws open the massy gates, unfolds the scenes of glory, and his soul springs up into everlasting life.

How happy, how divinely happy is the aged man, who in dying, sees himself surrounded with children and with grandchildren kneeling for a blessing, and in a fair way both for worldly and everlasting prosperity. This heightens the joys of dying, and augments the hopes of heaven. And surely this, with the children of the righteous, should be no small motive to conversion and piety. This divine change will, above all considerations, augment the joys of a good father in his last moments, and the want of it will be the greatest affliction of his soul.

But the lustre of Joseph’s blessing, on account of righteousness, eclipsed the glory of Reuben, on account of sin, and a sin committed forty years before. Mark then, oh my soul, the consequences of a single crime. Not to mention the destruction to which it exposes both body and soul, the consequences, even where the sincerest repentance follows, may be lasting as life, and afflictive to our children after death. The God of Israel is a jealous God, and it is better to die than to revolt against his arm.

In conferring those blessings, was the patriarch prompted by the Spirit to bless Ephraim above Manasseh? Then we learn that divine endowments, spiritual offices and temporal gifts, are bestowed by a sovereign act of God’s good pleasure. Are all apostles? Are all evangelists? Do all speak with tongues? If the secondary gifts and blessings are our allotment, let us adore him for what we have and diligently improve them, that at his coming we may be called good and faithful servants, and be invited to enter into the joy of our Lord.—And it is one presumed mark of Reuben’s repentance, that we never hear that he murmured either against Jacob, or against Joseph. 

49 Chapter 49 

Verses 1-33
Genesis 49:2. Gather yourselves together. This phrase implies that they should come purified, and prepared for instruction.

Genesis 49:3-4. Reuben. Jacob here seems to enumerate the excellencies of Reuben, the more deeply to detest his crime; and after affirming that he should not excel in posterity, he turns towards his brethren, and adds, because he went up to my couch. But Dr. Lightfoot rather softens this translation. Reuben shall have a remnant of dignity, and a remnant of strength; for he was to lead the field in the wars of Canaan, and to vanquish the Hagarians. Joshua 4:12. 1 Chronicles 5:10. Unstable as water in affecting the priesthood, Numbers 16:1-2; Numbers 32:1; but his father advises him not to suffer his instability to remain.

Genesis 49:6. They slew a man. The Hebrew ish always signifies a person of rank or respectability. It here refers to the prince and people of Shechem, whom Simeon and Levi had perfidiously murdered. Blood has a voice which reaches heaven, and soon or late shall be followed by visitations on the guilty.—They digged down a wall. Margin, They hough oxen. Why then curse them for killing an ox? The princes are compared to strong bulls of Bashan. Psalms 22. The reference has a figurative bearing on the fall of the father and the son, princes of Shechem. In Hebrew, שׁור schor slightly varied, it is likely, in the pronunciation, is a bull, and a wall; the LXX, it would seem, have mistaken the sense, because we have no account that Simeon and Levi dismantled the walls of Shechem.

Genesis 49:7. I will divide them. The Levites and the priests were divided all over Israel; and Simeon’s lot was almost in the centre of Judah. The curse of Levi seems to have been in part removed because of the services and zeal of his children, when the Israelites made the calf. Reuben’s chastisement seems also to have been removed by Moses’ prayer. Deuteronomy 33:6. Let Reuben live, and not die; and let not his men be few.

Genesis 49:8. Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise. The whole of Jacob’s blessings have in view principally the posterity of those patriarchs, and the events of future years. Judah, while in Egypt, was eclipsed by Joseph’s glory; but after David had ascended the throne, the prophets have celebrated his victories, and the church in all ages has very much delighted to worship God in his words. But these words receive their real accomplishment in Christ; all the children bow down to him, and having received the spirit of adoption they glorify his name.

Genesis 49:9. Judah is a lion’s whelp. Alluding to his generosity. Genesis 37:26. But others, and with more propriety, think it alludes to his vast growth in strength above the other tribes. David as a lion vanquished all his foes, and then couched in Solomon’s peaceful reign. But the words refer to the lion of the tribe of Judah, who having vanquished and ultimately destroyed all his foes, entered on his peaceful and everlasting kingdom.

Genesis 49:10. The Sceptre. This word is sometimes translated rod; but it implies civil authority. Isaiah 14:5. The rod or sceptre of the rulers. Secondly, Judah’s successors, or the reigning family should never want a son, or young lawgiver between their feet. God remarkably kept his eye upon this promise; for instance, when Athaliah had killed all the royal seed, as she thought, Joash, an infant son was preserved in the temple.—Until Shiloh come. The power or government was not to depart from Judah until he came, for whom it was reserved, or to whom it did belong; that is, the kingdom. The Messiah is called Shiloh in reference to his quiet and peaceful reign; or in reference to his being the sent of God with divine power. John 9:7. The ancient Jews are all agreed that Shiloh here means the Messiah. The Jews gave four names to the Messiah; Shiloh, Jinnon, Chaninah, and Menahem. The last, designating consolation, Luke 2:25, was a favourite name. He had other names of hope and glory.

This text is a striking and convincing proof, that the Messiah is already come, and that all the efforts of modern Jews to evade its force, do but discover the enmity of their hearts. Who could have thought that they should call Nebuchadnezzar the Shiloh, merely because he took away their regal power! The text has a most evident reference to David, the tenth from Judah, of whose line twenty three kings reigned in Jerusalem. And even after Zedekiah, the last of those kings, was carried with a large remnant of his nation to Chaldea, the civil power did not depart from Judah. Daniel, who was so long distinguished in that empire, was of the seed royal. Daniel 1:3. Zerubbabel, the builder of the second temple, was of the same line. The grand Sanhedrim, or council of seventy members, was composed chiefly of the tribe of Judah. Some of Benjamin, of Levi, and stragglers of the ten tribes, were indeed associated with them; but Judah had the majority; the ten tribes having nearly perished in exile for their sins. Their princes, or captain-generals, were also of this tribe. Hence Judah had the pre-eminence, and the power of life and death until the time of Herod, an Idumean, whom the Romans invested with regal power. But the Sanhedrim opposed his power, and did not fully relinquish their claim till the last year of his reign. This power was indeed gone when they confessed to Pilate, a Roman, that they had not the power to put any man to death. John 18:31. Even their civil power was not entirely taken away, till the destruction of their city. And then the gathering of the people was unto the Messiah; for great multitudes both of Jews and Gentiles were converted unto him in most parts of the empire. And this gathering of the people corresponds also very strikingly with all that the prophets have said respecting the conversion of the isles and nations of the gentiles. Hence there is no man who attentively studies this text with its accomplishment, but must own that it is one striking proof that Jesus Christ is the true Messiah.

Genesis 49:11. Binding his foal to the vine. Sir John Chardin reports, that at Bahia in Persia, he found vines so large that he could scarcely grasp them with both his arms, so that it was easy to tie a horse to a vine. The same oriental traveller adds, that after gathering the grapes, they turn their cattle into the vineyards. Jacob here augurs affluence to Judah, which was literally fulfilled.

Genesis 49:13. Zebulun’s lot extended from Zidon, a port in the Levant, to the lake of Gennesareth; the riches of Galilee, and the abundance of the sea were his portion.

Genesis 49:14. Issachar’s lot was hard labour in husbandry, as a strong ass bearing a burden on each side.

Genesis 49:16. Dan, by Samson, judged Israel. And surely he bit the heel of the Philistine horse, and was a figure of Jesus Christ, slaying his enemies by his death. And Jacob having long waited for God’s salvation, groans here in the spirit for the salvation of his posterity, and of the church of Christ when she shall be delivered from all her enemies; and when he should see, with his fathers, his Redeemer face to face.

Genesis 49:19. Gad’s lot was beyond the Jordan, where he was much assailed with Hagar’s race, and other foes; but he vanquished them by the aid of his brethren. 1 Chronicles 5. So is the church of Christ assailed, so also the believer; but they shall overcome at last through the strength of our God.

Genesis 49:20. Asher is promised by Jacob, and by Moses, the riches of the earth. Deuteronomy 33:24. But let all men look for the higher portion, even for God, who satisfieth the soul.

Genesis 49:21. Naphtali was to enjoy happiness and liberty as a hind in the pastures; and the goodly words refer to his acquaintance with the law, and with devotion.

Genesis 49:22. Joseph’s two sons were to be fruitful as the vine, and blessed with peace and affluence. His daughters went unto the enemy, when he gave wives to Benjamin. Judges 21.

Genesis 49:27. Benjamin was to have a warlike posterity, as appears realized from sacred history, and the character of Saul. How remarkably does Jacob express the character of his sons by beasts, by a serpent, and a vine: and happy if the fine endowments of nature had been a figure of the nobler and more excellent ornaments of the mind. Then their coat of arms would have been worthy of the heavenly court and society.

Genesis 49:28. Blessed them every one. Yea, but he blessed some of them with hard rebukes for past sins.

REFLECTIONS.
We now come to the close of Jacob’s chequered life, and it is a happy close. It is one of the most instructive scenes which the sacred writings afford. This patriarch, full of wisdom, full of days, and full of grace, had for the last seventeen years seen every dark cloud cleared up, and an evening sun smiling on all his toils, and promising the greatest blessings to his posterity. He had seen Abraham and Isaac close their eyes, and now he saw himself surrounded with twelve patriarchs, promising him a posterity numerous as the stars of heaven, or the sand on the seashore. His soul, viewing the Messiah, and anticipating every good, filled with ecstasy of vision, uttered itself in the rapturous effusions of discourse and song. All his sons arranged in his presence, stood with amazement, and heard futurity unveiled. God grant that we may learn of him, not to be so solicitous to lay up riches and lands for our children, as the treasures of wisdom and righteousness, that we may bless and instruct them in old age, with all the weight of wisdom and of good example. We may hence also remark the divine characters of inspiration. This is the highest gift of heaven, and therefore sparingly conferred. It was first given to these fathers, the proper guardians and best friends of their offspring; and not frequently to them. The style in which it flowed was superior to all fear of man, and even to parental partiality. Mark how he reproaches, yet with blessings, Reuben, Simeon and Levi. Mark how he blesses Judah above Joseph, whom he loved most for what was he, that he could withstand God? The whole of his address to his sons has a character all divine. Mark farther, how sacredly these writings have been preserved from any gross corruption. The priests and levites were the depositaries of the law; the men of Simeon were among the principal scribes and teachers scattered in Israel; yet both these tribes, though so severely branded in these writings, had not the power, or they did not dare to erase their curse from the sacred records! Hence we should read this volume as though God himself was speaking to us, and through the purest channels in which truth can be conveyed to man.

But the manner in which Jacob closed his pilgrimage, viewed altogether, is bright and encouraging in the highest degree. Having long waited for the salvation of God, and blessed his sons under the highest influence of the prophetic spirit, he directed his body to be interred in Machpelah, as a pledge that his seed should inherit the land, and he yielded up his spirit to God, to be associated in the divine presence, with Abraham and Isaac his fathers. Shrink not then, oh my soul, at the troubles of life, for they shall all work together for good. They shall instruct thee in the ways of providence, make thee perfect in every passive virtue, and accompanied with a thousand blessings, ripen thee for everlasting felicity, and the society of the blessed who are gone before. 

50 Chapter 50 

Verses 1-26
Genesis 50:2. The physicians embalmed Israel. The Egyptians in early times built pyramids to contain their dead, and they preserved them from putrefaction by balsomic paste. This was performed by physicians, and in the most curious manner. They took out the brain, the viscera, and laid open the principal muscles of the limbs, inlaid the whole with this paste, and then so bandaged the corpse, that it would be durable as the mausoleum where it reposed.

Genesis 50:3. The Egyptians mourned. This shows, at least, how much Joseph was beloved by that nation. And where did there ever exist a minister of state who retained like him his honours for eighty years? But Jacob’s great age and descent would entitle him to very much veneration.

Genesis 50:10. Mourned with a sore lamentation. The Irish still keep up the funeral cries. Women are hired for that purpose, who raise a piercing yell in the streets, about every forty or fifty paces, as the procession slowly moves. In the South-seas, men are very extravagant in their cries, and wounding their bodies; and some will even run a spear through the muscles of their arm when a prince dies. In Babylon, and still in the interior of Africa, servants are murdered the moment the shrieks of death are heard. If it be a princess, the women fly for their lives while the guards pursue, and strike off their heads, that their spirits may still attend their lady.

Genesis 50:23. Joseph saw Ephraim’s children of the third generation. Ephraim was born when Joseph was about thirty six years of age. From his living to see the third generation we may justly conclude, that they then began to marry at about the age of twenty five, or before that time. The patriarch Jacob, and his twelve patriarchal sons, lived to see the dawn of the promise, that their “seed should be as the stars of heaven.”

Genesis 50:25. Carry up my bones. Joseph believed in the promised Seed; in the coming and kingdom of the Messiah. Therefore he wished his bones to lie with his holy sires, that he might rise with them in the resurrection. This hope was so strongly enrooted in his heart, as to form the cheering theme of conversation when dying, nor could he be satisfied without an oath that his brethren would perform his last request. Princely honours could not naturalize this stranger to the land of Egypt. 

Genesis 50:26. A coffin. The Hebrews buried their dead, as did the Egyptians. Among some nations, cremation, or burning the dead, was probably introduced because God had accepted the sacrifices of men on special occasions, by fire from heaven; and therefore the body was offered by fire, as the final oblation; and the ashes put into an urn. Many such urns have been found in our English barrows. The Americans used to lay the body on the ground, and raise a heap of stones around it. At Kennet, near Marlborough, there are very large stones, [greyweathers] which have been dug out of barrows. These honours, whether splendid or humble, alike indicate a belief in the life to come.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter and book close with an account of the death of the best of fathers and the kindest of brothers. And though we may rejoice at the felicity of venerable and holy men after death; yet we cannot but lament the parting, in several views. We have lost their friendship and society, we have lost their counsel, and the salutary effects of their example. But let them still live in our recollection, that we may avoid their errors, and imitate their virtues.

From the obedience of Joseph to Jacob’s commands, and the princely grandeur with which he interred his sire, we learn, that respect is due to the bodies of men. They have, while alive, been washed in some sort from sin, and made the temples of God; and they shall be honoured with a glorious resurrection. Hence they are entitled to be interred with decency, and with such devotion as may instruct the living.

But did the guilt of Joseph’s brethren trouble them with fears after their father’s death; and even thirty years after they had sold their brother? Ah, sin! The remembrance thereof is grievous to the soul. Did they send an embassy to him, with their father’s commands, urging him to forgive them anew? Just so, weak and dejected souls may sometimes fear, that God will still punish their former sins, though they have had many marks of acceptance, and tokens of his forgiving love. Go then, timorous souls, go anew to your Joseph in the heavens; he will still weep at your fears, and assure you anew of his favour. Often when we are perplexed with doubts and fears, in the dark and cloudy day, the Holy Spirit breaks forth suddenly with beams of heavenly love, to chase all gloom and dejection from the mind. We may farther add, that it is no small comfort to timorous and dejected believers to see how good men have died. Jacob after a long pastoral life died remarkably triumphant; and Joseph, a courtier, well prepared first by adversity, died happy too, giving commandment that his bones should not remain in Egypt. What can be more encouraging than to study the lives of these patriarchs, and see how often they were delivered from troubles, how incessantly providence interested itself for their safety, how their iniquities were all forgiven, and how gloriously they retired from a life of tears and toils? Let us, in like manner, keep our eye on the appearing of Christ, and on the heavenly Canaan; and we shall be pardoned by the same grace, and saved by the same arm, till we come to the spirits of just men made perfect, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven.

